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It Is the Crvistrnes Season and! send my personal greet- 
ings and good wishes to sli members and their farnities. 
it is my most sincere wish that each of you will enjoy « 

most happy holidsy season. 


| recall! @ custom and tredition of the ses ... thet ea Crvis 
mes epprosches, 4 sailor climbe upe tell mast and leshee 
8 tree (genersily pine) to the highest stop he can reach. 


The tree, sans omaments, stands sentinel over our ship in 
the stormy wincdawept reaches of the North Atlantic or the 
Pacific. Even in the howling gale and the mountsinous 
Sees, 6 glance skyward brings a feeling of happiness and 
an inner glow of security. This simple Symbol of faith, 
hope end security slands guerd over our smal! ship battling 
the elements on an endiess ocean. 
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ASHORE ON KAKYO 10 


BY CHARLES H HESS—6868~—P 


The &/S°MAGNOLTA/WNFU was built at New York 
Shipyard, Camden, N.J. and commissioned Sept-- 
ember 27, 19355, a sister ship to the S/S 
SOCONY-VACULUM and duplicate in all respects. 
She had a DWT of 14,880 tons, was powered by 
DeLaval steam turbines, had a cruising speed 
of 12.6 knots and a cargo capacity of 126,743 
barrels of petroleum. These two ships were 
the first ones commissioned as part of a build- 
ing program undertaken to replace the aging 
"Arrow" and "A" (Acme, ALTAIR, ASTRAL, etc.) 
ships of Socony-Vacuum Oil Company's fleet. 
To follow in quick succession were the MOBIL- 
OIL, MOBILFUEL, DAYLIGHT, all motorships of 
approximately the same size as the steamers, 
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and others. 
Forty-some years later as this is written, in 
the day of the behemoth super-tankers, it is 


hard to remember that ships the size of the 
MAGNOLIA were once considered rather large, 
and the speed an improvment over that of the 
tankers built before and during the first 
World War, which comprised the rest of the S-V 
fleet. 


A loaded tanker in the thirties was a trim, 
neat seagoing vessel in contrast to the blunt, 
self-propelled-barge look of today's super- 
tankers. The MAGNOLIA was a fine, well-built 
vessel, and although there was some reason to 
criticize the design and rake of the stach her 
crew was quite proud of her. Living accommo- 
dations were particularly fine for that day 
and age. Much mahogany, said to have been 


Latitude 34-03 N., Longitude 125-08 E. 


“The WMaguelia Story’ 
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left over from N.Y. Ship's construction of U.S. 
Line's MANHATTAN and WASHINGTON, had been used 
in the officers’ quarters, dining saloon and 
elsewhere in the ‘midships hous#€. The Third 
Mate and the Radio Operator shared a fine bath- 
room, and unusual convenience for those days. 
The radio room was on the boat deck behind the 
Captain's office; sleeping quarters were on 
port side below. 


The MAGNOLIA was employed in the Texas to 
North-of llutteras domestic trade for the first 
months of her active service. I joined her 
April 7, 1936 in New York for her first inter- 
coastal trip and was still aboard when we again 
left New York May 14 of the same year for San 
Pedro. There we were to load, under Charter, 
@ full cargo of aviation gasoline and kerosene 
for Dairen (Manchuria), Tsingtao and Shanghai. 
Manchuria (Manchukuo) nad been under Japanese 
occupation since 1951, Korea since 1910. The 
aviation gas was for the Japanese military at 
Dairen. 


From the last discharge port we were scheduled 
to go to Palembang, Sumatra, to load a return 
cargo fo Shanghai. Prospects were for a rat- 
her long and interesting trip, something in the 
nature of a welcome change from coastwise 

runs. Somewhat dramatic, too, for S-V put a 
case of small arms and ammunition aboard, in 
the Captain's custody, to cnable us (so said 
the scuttlebutt) to contend with "Chincse Pir- 
ates” Jf necessary. I was instructed to esta- 
blish communications with the USS AUGUSTA, then 
flagship of the U.S. Navy's Asiatic Patrol, as 
s00n as we were in range. Japanese militancy 
was becoming evident and American shipowners 


( Continued on Paae 10 ) 
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Sketch by Ed Marriner - 313-P 
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... dinee the days of. Marconi 


TO THE LATE S. 0. S. HEROES. 
By E. D. Perry, S.S. "Celilo." 


Suppose you were “listening-in," 
In the wee small hours before dawn, 
When the air wes as clear as a whistle, 
And the “sigs' were coming in strong, 


You hear someone sending press “dope,” 
And perhaps @ liner or two. 

Perhaps you ore thinking of your dear ones, 
And wondering if they're thinking of you. 


You happen to look out the port hole, 
The sea is rising fast. 

You hear some steamer's signal, 
As she goes hurrying past. 


Then all at once there's a terrible crash, 
You are thrown from your chair 
to the floor, 

You pick yourself up and glmnce about, 
When the Captain appears at the door. 


"Send out the distress call," he orders, 
"We've struck and we're sinking fast." 
You calmly send out the &. 0. 5S. 
And are ready to stick till the last. 


You hear the order, "Man the boats," 
You hear them pull from the side, 

But you're waiting the answer to your 5. 0. S 
As the ship scttles down in the tide. 


Perhaps they were told to leave in time, 
They perhaps had the Captin's permission, 

But both of the boys stuck by their ship. 
And upheld the "Marconi tradition." 


There must be a place in heaven, 
For heroes such as they, 

Who stick by their ship to call for help, 
And go to « grave in the sea. 
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"THE SOWP HAM SHACK" 


Maybe it's carpeted, rich in decor 

Or humbly furnished and bare of floor. 
Spacious and specially made 

Or @ tiny room, downsteris laid. 


It could house gear worth dollars 10K; 


REFLECTIONS OF THE SHIP’S CAT 
By Leslie Verden 


If 1 were the cat that I have in mind, 

I'd find me a boat with a captain kind— 
And captains like that are not hard to find— 
And I'd steal on board and hide away, 

And he'd be glad to Jet me stay 

To keep the rats and the mice away. 

And if anything happened to raise a row, 
Or if it was warm, I'd go up in the bow— 
Just to think of it! Oh meow! meow! 

And the wind would blow all through my fur, 
And how I would purr and purr and purr— 
Oh, I don’t know anything I'd prefer. 

And when I was hungry I'd take a look 

And go and make love to the big fat cook. 
(Oh, the things that I'd do would fill:a book.) 
And when I was tired and wanted to reat, 
I'd climb right up in the old crow’s nest, 
And watch the stars come out in the west. 
And there I would sleep and dream and sleep, 
Way up there over the waters deep, 

Way up on that mast ao tall and steep; 

And the morning sun would waken me, 

Or the rain or he fog or the wind at seg—- 
Now what bet’ -r life for a cat could there be? 


LLORES 


BLUE SOLITUDE 


A glorious blue solitude, 
The world of sky and sea, 


Its ships consorting. with the winds, 
Alone and falcon-free. 


A world of white spindrift and clouds, 
Of beacons seen afar, 


Each blazing in the purple dusk, 


Like some gold-colored star. 


The sky-hook, a reaching phallic array How beautiful the dawn at sea, 


Or is there simply a rig QRP 
Working an LW or inverted 'V'? 


D6 trophfes or merits adorn the waft 
Or is there no space for cards at all? 
Maybe it's built up high ina tree. 
There are such places known to be -. 


Or is there only to be had, 

A cellar in which the air is bad? 

Does it stand on a hill or country glade 
Or deep in a slum in eternal shade? 


requested to include S.A.S.E. to cover return, or 


And, when the day has run, 
reply. 


& straggly line of wandering gulls 
Against the setting sun. 


Walden Garratt 
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Or have you as a last resort, 

Converted a corner of the carport? 

No matter what or where it may be, 

It's THE one place where a man is free. 


These 'Pro' amateurs of the 'SWOP', 
It's THE SHACK - the Ham's Holy Pad, 
Where pleasure unhindered is to be had. 
Who cares a jot if it's tidy or bright, 

So long as the person in it, feels right. 


PRESIDENT 
illiam A. Breniman 


VICE PRESIDENTS 


Judge James Harvey Brown - Senior 
Eben K. Cady - Finance & Audits 
John N. Elwood - Membership 
William C. Willmot - Chapters, P&R 


It's the Den, wherein you can do, 
Col. Manuel Fernandez - Awards. 


What the spirit moves the fancy to -: 


SECRETARY Chase rare DX or call a CQ, 

rof. He J. Scott Or simply give the rag a good chew. 
TREASURER And if the bands are dul! or dead, 

orin G. De Merritt Work on some homebrew job instead. 
DIRECTORS It's the Inner Sanctum, so shut the door, 


And the daily 'rat race' is no more. 
Arthur W. Filtness Vancouver, B.C. 
Dexter S. Bartlett Portland, Oregon 
Emest F. Wilmshurst Fallbrook, Calif. 
Ralph C. Folkman Cleveland, Ohio 
Col.Allen Barnabei = Silver Spring, MO. 
Eer! W. Kort Lincroft, NJ 
Gersid A. Whittaker Santa Rosa, Calif, 


Switch on the rig, spin over the dial, 
And just for an hour or longer while, 
In this Castle the Ham is King. 


Here, from the fones, voices ring, 
To come and talk, to QSO 
With friends, whose hobby al! do know, 


Has no distinction to embrace 
Any creed, politics or rece. 


AREA LIAISON & COORDINATION STAFE 


Arthur W. Filtness Canada ‘ 
Comelis Glerum Norther Europe Alan Shewsmith 1132-V 
Edwin G. Raser NE. USA Tee cn cation etlin eine cin cetiten = citnsatiinn tin etait aiid 


As the ship was sinking rapidly, the 
Captain called out, " Anyone here know 
how to pray ?" 


Ero Erickson 
Wm J. O'Brien 
Dady S. Major 


Great Lakes (USA) 
Australia, So.Pac. 
India, SW Asia 


Karl H.W. Baarslag S.E. USA One man stepped forward, " I do, Sir.' 
Harry A. Maclaren Gulf Coast "Good," said the Captain. "You pray. 
John A. Edwards England The rest of us will put on life preser- 


Jose Contreras R. So. America 
Joseph Falbo Ariz. SW USA 
V.H."Eby" Conradt-Eberlin 

Pacific N.W. 


CHIEF OPERATOR 


Oscar T. Harrison WSOKU, Spring, Texas 


vers. We're one short." 


Thanks to Bill Willmot. 


DEDICATED — to the men who ‘‘went down to the sea in ships’’ as Wireless Tel- 
egraphers and all those who have earned their living ‘* pounding brass’’ as wireless 
or radio operators since the days of Marconi. 
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My FI tory of Mutiny 
board the 99. West Hartland 


By: Elmer C. Anderson 1723-—SGP 


West Hartland Mutiny 


ack in 1914, when some of you real old timers 
were listening to all the "QRN" around "US" 
at the end of the Gulf (and de I know i? 

You bet. I went through all that a couple 

of times in 1920 ond 1925. Even worked the 
fop' and caught "tsk tsk", because I only 
wanted to sort of chew the rag with him. 
lad to fire up his gas engine rig, give me 
an answer ond then run back and shut down so 
he could copy me. This didn't set too well 
with him. You've all worked him.) Anyway, 
my brother Roy and I put together a real 
“wireless” set. At that time we lived ot 741 
Ellis Ave., in Vortland, Oregon. Up on Mil- 
woukie Ave., there was o fellow that ran a 
florist greenhouse of sorts, so we bummed 
some broken glass from him so that we could 
make ourselves an “xmtr" condenser. Capa- 
citors hadn't been invented yet. Where Roy 
purloined the tin foil, I can't remember, 

Hut you should have seen our “helix”. It was 
something, but then everything else that had 
to do with the making of a wireless set was 
something to behold. The Spark gup? Roy 

got hold of a couple of picces of aluminum 
rod someplace and an old “xformer” and we had 
it. 

The receiver was a classic. You fellows 
remember them. A piece of galena with a cat 
whisker and a mush box for the variable in- 
ductance. Finally we got it working and the 
first fellow we worked lived about a mile or 
less from our home. I think that we did work 
o fellow over in Vancouver once, That was 
about 8 miles away. Anyone remember Georgia 
Cameron up on 26th street or Clinton Kelly 
out in Woodsteck? They had real rigs--good 
for abowt 20 miles. Anyway the U.S. Army 
copfiscated Kelly's rig in 1918 and sent it 
to Vladivostok for use of the U.S. Army. He 
nad a real good rig by then Poles were over 
100 feet high. I have often wondered if 
Kelly ever go his rig back ogin after the war, 


Ile 


In 1918 1 was an orphan so my brother Roy 

And 1 took the S100 each received from our 
sweother's Lodge insurance and plunked down 
Sem at the Y.M.C.A. wireless school for a 
course tRoperfling. Captloin S. S. Robinson, 
U.S. Navy had put together o wireless manual, 
so along with that and Elmer KE. Hatchers 100 
questions and unswers we had it made. The 
first line of his book starts out with some- 
thing about rubbing a piece of amber with a 
6)1k hondkerchief or something. Anyway on 
page 126 it suys quote "It has been impracti- 
cable up to the present time to obtain car- » 
bon transmitters which can successively carry 
large oscillating currents and vary them so 
aus to reliably reproduce speech. On this 
account, the development of wircless tele- 
phony has been retarded.” Real good ch? 


I'll never forget my old Alma Moter. A 
couple of years after I had graduated, Lloyd 
Simpson became the instructor. Good old 
Lioeyd. I worked under him when the radio 
station was installed on Terminal 4 around 
1927. I was pretty good with the Morse code 
then. We had a W.Ul. drop from the Terminal 
to the city and sent what traffice we re- 
ecived via Morse. Lloyd had one of those 
"Pink Tickets" and I was very envious. I 
kept telling myself that 1 was going up after 
one, but never did, Anyway Benjamin Wolf 
used to come up to school to conduct his code 
exams and written tests for the coveted sheep 
skin. One time, after he had finished send- 
ing the famous 500 words, a couple of fel- 
lows were still copying. This was sort of 
interesting to Benny, so he loohed under the 
table and sure enough he found some bell 

wire leading up to the 5th floor. The school 
was on the 4th floor. Well, he followed the 
wires up and sure enough there were a couple 
of fellows copying what he had just sent. 
That sounded the death knell of giving exams 
at the "Y". 


Finally the time came when I took the exam 
and won. This was in 1919. I ran all the 
way down to Lt. Jones office. Remember him? 
He was in charge of the hiring of the ‘ops’ 
for the U.S. Shipping Board, I didn't take 
the time to sew that "sparks" on my right 
sleeve of my coat. Yea, we all wore that as 
a mark of distinction. Remember it? "Well, 
said Jonés, or words to that effect, how 
would you like to go out on the S.S. West 
liartland to the Orzent? I had never studied 
much Oriental history in school so it didn't 
make any sensationalism for me.I was inter- 
ested in going anyplace. 


I was told to grab 4 strect car and go out 
to St. John's and take another car down to 
the Terminal. I did and was I excited! 


tuck in those days it seems that kids were 
the wireless operators and became known ao 
“wireless boys." Theron Bean was one of 
those kids. More about him later. Anyway I 
was told to see a Captain Richard W, Willow- 
den, Master. I'll never forget him. Willow- 
den had sailed on the Great Lakes and this 
wos his first deep sea ship. As a result of 
the mutiny, he lost his skipper's license, 
ond five years later J was on the Alashan 
run on the M.S. Oregon as Radio Operator and 
freight clerk. 1 was standing at the gang- 
plank one day, when 1 saw a fellow coming up 
the gangway that locked surt of familiar to 
me. “Is he shipping any hands? Do you know? 
"Well Captain", I really don't know." “You 
know me" ho replied. “Yes Sir, I was your 
wireless operator on the West Ilartland in 
1919." That ended the converstion. Ue went 
down the plank. Too bad, a broken man, 
Let's continue. 


Our cargo wis mostly lumber for Jupun, gen- 
eral cargo for kobe, Shanghai, Manila, Sing- 
apore and llong Kong. The time came to set 
sail so with @ ‘toot we took off. 

I had worked in the Foundation Shipyard in 
the summer of 1914 and 1915, so J felt like 
an old timer. The Foundation Shipyard had 

a contract from the French Government to 
build 20 five masted schooners. My job, 
along with a bunch of other kids, was to 
sweep up the sawdust and shavings around 

and inside the ships. One of the highlights 
of this job was that we got to go on shake 
down cruises as far as Astoria and back. 
What beautiful ships they were. The decks 
polished to a sheen, walnut interiors. Ah! 
Me! What ships! They all had a ‘wireless 
rig' of sorts. All the gear was laid out 

on a table about four feet long. 
and mine Looked ahout as good back in 1914. 
No panels at all. ‘The receiver was a small 
box with the usuel cat whisker galena, I 
never got to meet any of the operators in 
those days so cannot tell you anything about 
them. The crews to sail them to France came 
from France. 


We finally saw the Columbia River Light Ship 
wd were now on our way to Japan. What a 
forlorn job that looked like to me, to be 
statiened on @ light ship. Little did I 
think that one day I would be marooned on 
the Light Ship Umatilla Reed, twenty miles 
off Tatoosh, Eager Beaver me. I1 was told 
by the fellow in charge of the RCA in Port- 
land in 1922 that if I would only go out to 
re‘ieve the operator for two weeks I could 
have one of the big tankers that was being 
built by the Columbia River Steel Works in 
Portland. I wanted one of these tankers. 
They OLL had one of those 5 kW Arc's. Well 
I went out to the Lightship on the Tender 
Nenh Bay on November second 1922 and didn't 
get of f until April 1925, Woy, was I mad! 

I missed my big chance of getting my first 
Are job. When I told the Weather bureau in 
Vortlandt, or was it the Treasury Department, 
that T wanted to quit, he said you can't 
quit. This is a Civil Service job. Civil 
Service, phoocy! Stay 50 years on a lipht- 
ship in order to get $100 per month pension? 
Not me. Thirty years loter J hid te pay all 
the money they would have token from my salar 
towirds* retirement plus interest which amoun- 
ted to $600 in order to get this six months 
ercdit. 


I'm getting away with myself. As JT hudn't 
had an opportunity at the "Y" of listening 

to real ships teaffic, T hnew nothing about 
how to handle such. I spent a lot of hours 
listening in order to learn how it wos being 
done. T relayed all my traffic via the S.S. 
Wheatland Montana as she had an “Arc” set «and 
could work the U.S. from any part of the 
Pacific. Boy, was | envious of her ops! We 
had to work through NIG, NPL, NPM as I do not 
recoll any commercial stations in those days. 
The poor guy on St, aul Island, up in the 
Hering Sen, chewed with me one time and gave 
me his sad story about being marooned on a 
desolate island. I had it made on the Hart- 
land. 


Our gear on the West llartland consisted of a 
half KW Kilbourne and Clark, quenched gap 
"amtr" and one of those real good galena 
receivers called a Type-A. It had two dials 
about a foot in diameter, two rhco's, one 
with 22 contacts and one with 15 contacts. 
One Inductance knob about four inches across 
and one loading coil of about the same dia- 
meter. Other knobs golore. Take a look at 
it on page 155 of Robinsons Manual. The 
whole receiver wns about two foot long by 
the same in height. 


It seems that I had to overhaul the quenches 
frequently in order to get a good note. But 
then some of you fellows remember those 
powerful half KW KC jobs, Even at that it 
was better than one one I had on the City of 
Topeka. We used Leyden Jars in the trans- 
mitter on her. The Leyden Jars smelled like 
burned cowhide every time we fired up. 


Roy's gear ' 


: 


I'm digressing again. 
it to Yokuhumu and hobe as we had cargo for 


Well We finally made 
cach place. Uad to anchor out in the harbor 
“3 there were no docks then. If we went 
ashore, we went by bum bum boat. Well, we 
finally came to Shanghai. Remember the old 
Astor llousec Ilotel on the Hund and Russavora 
#9 out on Tinkling Kell Road? 


Manila! Thats the place! Remember the old 
Silver Dollar Bar. By 1919 the prop had dug 
out most of the Mexican Silver pesos, but had 
left enough on the bar to make it look inter- 
esting. The bar was covered with the round 
holes where the pesos had been. It seems 
that a bunch of fellows had robbed some Mex- 
ican depository of several barrels of silver 
pesos and took them to Manila where they were 
traded for coconuts or something. They cnded 
up in the Silver Dollar pub as the English 
would say. 


llere in Manila was the climax. The sailors 
had been grumbling almost ever since we left 
the good ole U.S.A. about the food and work- 
ing conditions. In those days as you recall, 
the refrigerators weren't too reliable and 
much food apoiled. Meat especially. Tlie 
satilors couldn't take it so as we were an- 
chored in Manila Day, overboard went the Ste- 
wards gear. They were going to throw him 
over the side also, but the old man saved 
him. Some jerk from some U.S. Government 
agency came aboard and declared that the 
food was satisfactory so we left the Steward 
behind and proceeded to Singapore. You 
wouldn't believe it but we had a Turk, a 
Chinaman and a Greek for cooks the rest of 
the way. 


OK! Now for the return from Singapore. The 
sailors had given Captain Willowden $15 to 
buy some fruit for them, Willowden bought 
the fruit alright, but the sailors thought 
that they had been robbed. One came up to 
the wireless shack with 4 message that he 
wanted sent to one of the commission houses 
in Singapore asking about the prices on fruit. 
I had to get the OM's Ok before I sent any 
messages and he just about jumped overboard. 
Don't send it Sparks, he said. I told him 
that I would have to enter it on my log with 
some kind of an ecxplanntion. le finally 
consented for me to send the message. We 
were about a day out of Singapore at that 
time. The answer came back and the sailors 
really flipped. Now thoy became almost 
belligerent. Our shack on top deck was only 
about two steps wide, but the Skipper used to 
come up and walk back and forth for many 
minutes. I wouldn't talk to him on these 
occasions os he seemed to be a deep dreamen, 
Finally he would take off. 


One noon as I was cating Lunch, I heard the 
old man calling wireless, wireless. I jump- 
ed up and ran outside but couldn't sce hin. 
I took off for the wireless shack, but no 
Captain was visible. Finally 1 saw him 
stonding neur the aft hateh. I hollered 
"Captain here I om, up here.” He hollered 
back "if I am not back in five minutes, tune 
up for tlong Kong, tune up for long Kong." 

I didn't know what that meant, but I did go 
back into the radio room. When we had all 
this trouble I had kept the Captain advised 
that the Rattleship Pennsylvania was some- 
place in the vicinity as I used to listen to 
her traffic with NPG or NPM. This used to 
sort of appease him 4 little. But tune up 
for Hong khong really got me. After a few 
minutes the Captain returned and yelled out 
"Sparks, everthing is alright". I then went 
back to the mess. 


A couple of days later fire broke out in one 
of the holds. The rubber that we had taken 
on board from Singapore had caught afire. I 
don't think that the sailors had set it on 

fire although the Captain claimed so after 

we got back to Portland. More like combus- 
tion. We were too far off shore to have to 


swi®. (CONTINUED ON PAGE - 11 ) 
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STELLA J. CAYO 


Rack in the old spark days, every wireless 
eperator who walked into the Seattle office 
of the Marconi Wireless Telegraph Compiny 
for the first time soon learned that the 
cheerful brown-haired girl who greeted him 
was named Stella Cayo. Whether he nceded a 
job, a transfer, or a relief, he always 
found Miss Cayo to be an attentive and sym- 
pathetic listener. After she learned the 
man’s name, it stayed in her memory forever. 
She never forgot @ name, or a face, or tie 
name of the ship the man was assigned to, 

In those days,she was probably personally 
acquainted with more operators than anyone 
else on the Pacific Coast. To the countless 
numbers of wireless operators who pushed open 
the door of Room 512 in the Maritime Nuild- 
ing on the Seattle waterfront, Stella Cayo 
wos someone special. 


Although she never stocd 4 watch on 600 
meters, Stella Cayo was 4 real wireless *pio- 
neer and her memory is revered by the mony 
SOWP members who received their shipboard 
assignments from her. 


Born in Eureka, California, Stella came to 
Seattle with her parents when she was just 

a child. She lived in Seattle for the rest 
of her tile. In August of 1915,she went to 
work 8 o stenographer in the Seattle office 
of the Marconi Wireless Telegraph Company. 
Her first boss was Manager Jack Erwin, & 
former wireless operator who had distinguish- 
ed himself by sending out the first distress 


call from an aircraft - the dirigible America. 


Miss Cayo learncd the marine wireless busi- 
ness quite rapidly and soon she was taking 
calls from steamship companies and assign- 
ang operators. 


The outbreak of World War I brought about an 
enormous increase in the demand for ship- 
board wireless installations and operators 

to mun them. When the Murconi manager in 
Seattle was transferred to Another assign- 
ment, Miss Cayo then in her twontics, was 
appointed Acting Manager. During the entire 
wartime period, when morinc wireless acti- 
vities were at a peak, Miss Cayo was the boss 
of the Marconi depot and office in Seattle. 


One of the Marconi cmployees reporting to 
Miss Cayo was shipboard inspector Henry 
Barker. It was quite u sight to sce Ilenry 
walking along tire waterfront, trailing be- 
hind him a child's coaster wagon, bright red 
in color, loaded down with his Marconi wave- 
meter, decremeter and other bulky test equip- 
ment. The Marconi wavemeter is now in a 
local museum. 


When the newly formed Radio Corporation of 
America took over the Marconi Company on 
November 20, 1919, the most valuable asset 
they acquired in the Seattle office was Miss 
Stella Cayo. An article in “Wireless Age," 
an early RCA publication, quotes one ope- 
rator as saying, “Gece, if Miss Cayo should 
ever die, an awful lot of useful information 
will have disappeared forever." The same 
article states that Miss Cayo had the long- 
est unbroken service record of any employee 
in the Pucific Division of RCA. 


to ©” succession 
RCA office from 
the responsibil- 


While serving as secretary 
of managers at the Seattle 
1919 to 1929, she also had 
ity for handling shipboard operator assign- 
monts. Every spring, when more freighters 
were necded for the seasonal Alaskan run, 

and more passenger ships went into service 
for the summer tourist trude, Miss Cayo's 
beach list would dwindle to nothing and 
operator procurement became a serious prob- 
lem. She was especially considerate to 

many young men trying to finance a University 
education by shipping out during the spring 
and summer months. without her help, many 
radio operators would never have had a 

chance to continue their education. 


In 1929 when George Street was Seattle man- 
ager for RCA, he moved his office to the 
headquarters of the RCA Communications Comp- 
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any in the Dexter Horton Building. Stella 
Cayo went with him. The following year 
George Strect was transferred to Shanghai 
and Earl baker was appointed manager of the 
Seattle RCA office. Stella Cayo went back 
to the Maritime Building, reporting to Earl 
Boker, and helping him become familiar with 
the managerial aspects of the marine radio 
business. In 1935, when 4 nationwide de- 
pression caused lay-offs in many organiza- 
tions, Miss Cayo was transferred back to the 
RCAC office in Seattle. She stayed with 

} RCAC until May 18, 1950, when death closed 
her career. 
During her 57 years of service to the marine 
radio industry, she had helped hundreds of 
men to get jobs in radio. Some stayed in 
the marine field while others went on to 
careers in other branches of the expanding 
radio industry. Many of those she had 
helped are SOWP members today. 
Miss Cayo as someone special. Yes, Stella 
Cayo was someone special, someone to 


remenber. 
by Al Johnson 461-SGP 


TRIBUTE TO OUR SENIORS 


/ 
| This is a tribute honoring our Senior, Spark- 
those GRAND MEN OF THE 


} Gap Pioneers ...- 
* WIRELESS who saw duty by or before the 


year of 1910. 
multitude of of young men who became the 


by the magic of wireless telegraphy. 


whose first assignment was in the first 
decade of the 19th Century. 
might be interested in them. 


1904_ 
. James FR. Fallon 
3905_ 

Eugene E. Eagles 
1906 

Harry W. Dreyer 
1907 


Charles Blake 
John A. Bradbury 
j 


They are: 
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Lloyd Espenschield 
1908 


Michael Schirk 
Frank H. Barstow 
Gerald O. Carpenter 


1909 . 


Paul De Champlain 
Charles M, Dibble | 
Franklin M. Doolittle - 


1910 
Arthur E. Erickson 
George G. Farmer 
Glenn C,. Sabin 
George S. Hubbard 
Charles H. Kesler 
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They remember 


They were the vanguard of a 


We find in our membership some 20 member 


We thought you 


founders of a great new service - all thrilled j 


The ‘distinction’ of holding the Society's 
lowest serial number among our Seniors 
goes to Sam Corpe who is Number 29. 


"All things are relative" says Prof. Einsteim 
hence Sam must have been a 'kid in knee- 
pants when he started in 1911! Of course 
many of our members were yet to be born.. 
So goes it in our world. We salute these 
fine men including their shiomates who 
came later. They are part of our heritage. 
NAME SENIOR-SGP SERIAL _FIRST_ASSIGNMENT 


ARMSTRONG, ROY 8. 1861 gis 
BALOWIN, EDGAR V. 201 1913 
BARSTOW, FRANK H. 2)1 1908 
BEAM, CAPT. MERRILL D, 80) 191) 
BLAKE, CHAS. Il. 1855 1907 
BLANCHET, JAMES JOSEPH 971 1912 
BOSSEN, JON A. 891 1912 
BOWERMAN, W, JONN $82 1911 
BRADBURY, JOIN A. 369 1907 
BRIARE, WM. W. 437 1913 
BRIZZOLARI, ANTHONY J. 869 1912 
BUNTING, THEODORE R. 550 1913 
CARPENTER, GERALD D. 2140 1908 
CHAMBERLIN, JOE S. 687 1912 
CLARK, KENNETH G. 187 1913 
CLEMENT, LEWIS M. 153 1911 
COPLAND, COL HARRY D. 89) 1914 
COWPE, G. S. 29 1911 
COWDEN, REUEL E. 2477 1913 
CRESSE, ALFRED S. 122 1914 
} CUTTING, ROSS F. 2700 1912 
j DALE, ROBERT £. 497 1911 
$ DANKO, JOSEPH P. 253 1913 
4 DeCHAMPLAIN, PAUL R. 2 1909 
DECKARD, FRED D. 1250 1913 
DINBELL, CHARLES M. 367 1909 
DOOLITTLE, FRANKLIN M. 1130 1909 
DRATMSCIMIDT, CHARLES J. 1500 i911 
ORETER, HARRY W. 2358 1906 
EAGLES, EUGENE E. 176 1905 
t BCOLF, RICHARD S. 71 1912 
ENIWISTLE, GUY R. 258 1912 
ERICSON, ARTHUR E. 70 1910 
ESPENSCHIED, LLOYD 462 1907 
EYSTER, JAMES A. 2576 1912 
FALKE, JOSEPH A. 1835 1912 
( FALLON, JAMES R. 870 1904 
} FARMER, GEORGE GORDON 3s 1910 
j FASSETT, LEE 0. 37 1913 
GERLACH, WILLIAM G. 104 1912 
GOTTLIEB, WILLIAM 837 1914 
GRABOW, LEON S$, SR. w2t 1909 
GREEN, EDWARD JOLIN §23 19i4 
GREEN, RAYMOND J. 395 1912 
GRIFFIN, FREO V. 643 1911 
HACKER, PAUL E. 302 igil 
MANKIN, JOUN H. 1010 191} 
HANSEN, TERRY 414 1912 
HERLAND, JOIN N. 1159 1914 
HODGES, SANDEL A. COm. pes 294 
HORTON, A.A, 1856 191) 
fee GEORGE 5S. 41 1910 
MUBDARD, IRVIN W, 16% 1924 
NYE, STANLEY E. 343 i9ia 
JACKSON, BENJAMIN B. 422 1914 
JENSON, RUDOLPH M. 1715 1913 
JOHNSON, ROY W. 1289 191% 
JONES, WILLIAM H. 700 1912 
$ KESLER, CHARLES HM. 95 1910 
KRECII, KARL G. 337 1913 
LAMB, EDWIN S. 102 1912 
$ LINDEX, BERNAKD H. 400 1913 
{ LtoyD, GEOFFREY H. 428 194% 
LOWE, GRAILAM, V. 1160 i914 
{ MATHENS, PALIN 11.G. 1847 1912 
MEYERS, RAYMOND E. 89 1912 
< | MCGARGAR, JONAS L. 4 1913 
~ | NEIFERT, REUBEN G. 310 1912 
NEVIN, WILLIAM B. 2105 1914 
NEWTY, RAY 49 1910 
NICHOLS, CLIFTON T, 39 1913 
NOVOTNEY, HARRY, J. 1535 i912 
O'CONNOR, WILLIAM J. 2115 1914 
PEREGRINE, CLARENCE A. 193 igt4 
PIFRSOL, MYHON DALE Vs 1913 
i POOLE, GEORGE D. 1505 19132 
] PRICE, EUGENE i. 7 1913 
QUINBY, EDWIN J, CMDR. 402 191s 
RED, FRANK F. 1099 2912 
RICHARDSON, KENNETH 487 1909 
/ RIGBY, T. JOHNS 1170 1912 
ROBINSON, HEROLD JOHN 1558 1913 
ROBSON, ARTHUR H, SAS 7912 
RYAN, PRANCIS M. 739 1913 
SABIN, GLENN C, 861 1910 
SCHIRK, MICHAEL 1863 1908 
SCIIMITT, LAWRENCE R. 204 2912 
SCOTT, PROFESSOR HERBERT J. 838 191% 
SEIDL, ALEXANDER 792 191% 
SIAEFFER, FRANK A, 1840 1912 
SHAW, OSWALO MASON 1008 1913 
SIDNELL, RODERT G. 161 1914 
SMELLIE, ELLIS HENRY 2650 1912 
SPAGNA, MARIO J. 67 1913 
STENGLE, WILLIAM T. 214 1912 
STONE, ADMIRAL ELLERY W. 1950 1914 
TAMBURINO, ANTHONY C, 460 1912 
TAPPAN, LESTER, J. 245 1912 
THOMPSON, WESLEY C. 48 3914 
TRAVIS, GERALD E. 217 7915 
UNGER, HARRY, J. 968 1914 
VAN DYKE, JOHN 1345 1913 
VAN REUTH, CHARLES F. 1944 1914 
VILJOEN, WYNAND, EUGENE CAPT. 994 1913 
WALLACE, DON C. 659 1913 
WATERS, JOHN E. CAPT. 221 1912 
WIEHR, HENRY F. 8a 1914 
WILSON, EUGENE G. 413 1911 
WILSON, WILLARD 5. 1045 19% 
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FLETCHER (IGY) ICE ISLAND EXPEDITION 


fae ski-equipped Gooney Birds (DC-3) roared off the snow 
covered ice surface leaving 7 men staring at the noon sun which 
was less than 15 degrees above the horizon. The initial survey 
party began to set up camp on this lonely Arctic ice floe. 
Fletcher's Ice Island, or T-3 as it was also called, became the 
scene of intense scientific activity when the 1957-58 Interna- 
tional Geophysical Year (IGY) opened. The writer, T-3's 
camp communicator, was a member of the initial landing party 
on March 7, 1957 and remained on the Arctic drift station for 
seven months. The first plotted position was 81951' N, 90°, 
30' W. 


What is a floating ice island? Arctic ice islands differ from 
icebergs as we know them. They are larger and older. Rather 
than being spawned from active glaciers, evidence indicates 
their origin in the fixed ice shelf of Canada's Ellesmere Island. 
The surrounding sea ice attains a thickness of 12 to 15 feet, 
breaks up, melts, reforms, and has a rugged, hummocky sur- 
face. The rugged sea ice surface is the result of intense pres- 
sures of the pack with the resultant convergence and overthrust 
of ice slabs. By contrast, the massive, thick ice island rises 
15 to 20 feet above the surrounding pack ice. Fletcher's Ice 
Island measured nearly 10 miles long, 5 miles wide, and was 
estimated to be more than 200 feet thick! But after a lengthy 
period of running aground in the shallow seas north of Point 
Barrow, the 1970's remnant is half its original length. 


The IGY camp on this relatively stable platform was the ulti- 
mate in modern sophistication. Designed to house more than 
20 scientists and camp personnel in 14 trailer-buildings, the 
T-3 drift station collected surface and upper air data, recorded 
solar radiation, studied ice cores, tested sea water for salinity 
and merine biology, and determined submarine topography. 
During the dark season aurors were studied. lonospheric 
soundings were taken at regular intervals. Beyond the IGY 
years, Fletcher's Ice Island continued to provide a base camp 
for lesser size projects throughout the 1960's and into the 
1970's, 


The temporary communications station operating during the 

first 3 months of the T-3 reoccupation possessed capability for 
HF voice and cw channels, and a manually operated LF radio 
beacom. Equipment consisted of the ART-13 transmitter with 
tne famous Collins "autotune" and a BC-348 receiver. This 
equipment was operated from aircraft dynamotors powered by a 
small 24-volt gasoline generator. The antenna system was a 
long wire on barnboo poles and snow blocks. This preliminary 
station provided daisy contact with Thule, Greenland, as well as 
contact with periodic enroute aircraft, and eventually controlled 
a massive airlife of 76 ice runway landings. One highlight dur- 
ing spring 1957 was the overflight and contact with "Scandinav- 
idm 368" (Anchorage to Copenhagen) as S.A.S. initiated the 
first scheduled commercial flights across the Polar basin. 


Arctic ice islands are a post-World War I| discovery although 
early explorers like Stefansson told of "land ice," grounded 

sea ice, paleocrystic ice, and other terms that suggest their 
previous existence. T-3's history dates back to August 14, 
1946 when a routine weather reconnaissance flight from Alaska 
noticed the appearance of an enormous object on the radar scope 
near 76° N, 160° W where no land should be. The following 
mission found it mysteriously moved - verifying it to be a 
drifting island of ice! 


In 1950, Lt. Col. Joseph O. Fletcher, cormmander of the 58th 
Strategic Weather Reconnaissance Squadron (USAF), organized 
a concentrated search for other ice islands during weather mis- 
sions between Alaska and the Pole, in addition to tracking Tar- 
get X, now renamed Target |, or T-!l. A second ice island 
identified on July 21, 1950 was designated T-2, On July 31, 
1950, radar photos revealed a third ice island (T-3). By No- 
vernber 1950, an organized tracking program was developed but 
failed to add any new discoveries. Elsewhere however, many 
smaller fragments were identified by RCAF flights in channels 
of the Canadian Archipelago. 


Of the three major ice islands being tracked in 1951-52, the 
drift course of T-3 and its probably futurs location, made it the 
most desirable for establishment of a scientific station. This 
estimate proved correct for by 1954, T-1 was aground off Elles- 
mere and T-2 was caught in the east Greenland current and 
drifted south to its doom. T-3 continued in its clockwise orbit 
westward toward Point Barrow, then northward toward the Pole 
to eventually reappear north of Ellesmere and Greenland. Drift 
pattems resulted in a net movement of about a mile a day. 


- The initial camp at T-3 was established on March 19, 1952 by 
Colonel Fletcher, accompanied by Kaare Rodah! (M.D.), and 
Captain Mike Brinegar, polar navigator, and thus the name 
"Fletcher's ice Island." An Air Force meteorological station 


was established and collected data from April 1952 to May 
1954. Meanwhile, DOr. Albert Crary and others from the Air 
Force Cambridge Research Center made geophysical observa- 
tions. It was later occupied for the summer of 1955 and then 
remained abandoned unti! the creation of the elaborate station 
of 1957 as part of the worldwide IGY Program. The original 
IGY station remained in operation until October 1961 when T-3 
went aground north of Point Barrow. 


ee ee 


Arctir 
the more severe con - 
however, did drop rat:. + .ow in early spring 1957 when a mini- 


Weather on ** +>) was relatively mild in comparison to 


5s on the land fringes. Temperature, 


mum of -59°F was recorded. Oring July and August ternper- 
atures rose above freezing and precipitation was in the form of 
light rain. At other times, normal snowfall! was very light. 
The most serious weather condition for the expedition was the 
"whiteout" or fog-cloud condition washing out the horizon and 
all visual references. The summer surface melt brought stil! 
further problerns. The long meltwater lakes appear during the 
melting period. The campsite required constant maintenance 
to protect buildings fromm metiwaters. Aircraft landing had to 
be halted. Near the edge of the ice island meltwater channels 
reached dramatic proportions. With the passage of summer, 
the ice surface stabilized and eventually a thin snow cover (up 
to 2 feet) was restored. 


The permanent communications center for the 1957 IGY Program 
was a ham's dream. 

Temporary AC power was replaced by full-time service. The 
"on-call" URN-5 Homing Beacon provided reliable signals more 
than 200 miles out. The BC-610 and Collins R-388 configura- 
tion was used for the scheduled cw link to Thule as well as for 
the entry into the Canadian-U.S. weather collection net. An 
SCR-522 contained four VHF air/Ground channels. Two pairs 
(1) of Collins KWS-1/75A4 rigs tied to a Mosley triband beam 
completed the station. 


Amateur radio was far more than a hobby on T-3. After June, 
when the ice runway deteriorated from surface snow melt there 
were no aircraft landings possible. The camp rernained closed 
to landings until late September. Fresh food and mail were de- 
livered by periodic airdrop. Outgoing "mail" was handled 
through the regular cw service of Stan Surber, WSNZZ, in Peru, 
Indiana. Stan turned out to be a railroad telegrapher by trade, 
and no one could match his code speed. The famous Stan-O- 
Grams were dispatched immediately through the postal system 
with instructions for the addressee to reply via his station. 

iurn a@rouns time for a radiogram began to average 4 days, 
faster than any requiar mai! service. Ouring August, 1957, 
Stan handled a total of 756 radiograms for our overpopulated 
station of 40 mambers. Phone-patches were only secondary 

to the reliability of the radiogram mail service between the 
polar ice station and the folks back home. On the social side 
of radio activities, there was regular conversation with the crews 
at Alert, Eureka, Resclute Bay, and other northern weather out- 
posts of the Canadian Archipelago. One happy occasion was 
the 2-hour dialogue with the IGY station on the Ross Ice Shelf 
in Antarctica. 


T-3 continues to drift with the polar ice pack. After being 
grounded north of Point Barrow in 1960, Fletcher's Ice Island 
broke free again in 1962. The ice floe station then became a 
stepping stone to other camps established by the Office of Naval 
Research on ordinary sea ice. By 1965, T-3 was again a base 
of scientific activity as both the Weather Bureau and the Navy 
resumed regular observation programs. Reports in 1970 indi- 
cated that Fletcher's Ice Island would continue to be a drifting 
home for the adventurous scientist or communicator. 


BY: FRANK NICHOLAS, W3GQOM ( 1376-V ) 
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MARLO G._'AB'" ABERNATHY 1610-SGP_ (W6ALD) 

Shipmate "Zeb" Sparger stuck camera through window, snapped pix of "AB" 
thot on keyboard! ... yelled "Bang, You're Dead !. This on the U.S.S. 
ALTAIR/NURJ/F8J back in Sept. 1924. Set is a Simon 1/4 KW Quenched gap 
and at left a SE-143 long waver, SE-1420 etc. Note the Baldwin phones ! 


GEORGE SPARE 

Many will recall George as Chief on 
the Pres. McKinley, also RCA HiPwr SF 
and HU. A wonderful "guy"! (Now SK) 


EARLY SOWP OFFICIALS ( 1968) L/R 

Mac McCarthy, Jim Caldwell (Directors) Bill 
Breniman, Exec. Director; Dick Jotmstone (D) 
President; Eb Cady (Recent PreSident) Com- 
modore Earle Wohler, Direetor. Display of 
early day equipment by Historian, Thorn Mayes. 


ROBERT IAN STANLEY, 2151-P 
Radio Officer on SS Hope Victory/KJLZ circa 1968. RCA 4-U wartime equipt. 
L/R: Auto alarm; high Fey Xmtr and Rer below (bad fcy drift so used Rer. 
shown below radiophone) MF Xmtr with good rer below; Emergency Xmtr to 
right, not shown. 


ny 
' 


ict 
GLLSON VANDER VEER WILLETS (RADIO REX) 22-S/SGP 


p g "Rex' as we all Knew him had a fabulous life. He became a silent 

~ key Jan. 1 1976 in Sebastopol, CA. He was founder of VWOA and 
|| SOCIETY OF WIRELESS PIONEERS || later Historian and Director in SOWP. Many early assignment aboard 
first). Helped established Bdc. 


rT ship (1913 SS EL ORIENTE/KKV was 
Stations WRNY, WDBO, KFWI1, etc. Close friend of Dr. de Forest. 


llere he seems to be wondering just how far the "J" tube will go ? 


ONO OLNO 8, 


UUM UT I TTS 
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CANADIAN DIRECTOR, ARTHUR W. "BILL" FILTNESS AND HIS 
AMATEUR STATION VE7WZ. 


Deceased 


BENJAMIN "BEN'! BECKERMAN (Non-Member ) 
several years ago as reported by "Dick" Egolf, 71 
S/SGP who furnished pix). Pix taken aboard the §5.S. 
MADISON/1933. Ben was well known to operators circa 
1920-25 as President of U.R.T.A. (Office New York ) 


ROBERT L. WILLIAMS, 2496-V Pictured on 
board the T-2 Tanker SS BENNINGTON/KEZG 
(Pacific Coastwise run - 1966) 


"DON'' de NEUF 117-SGP (WA1SPM) 
"Pink ticket" Op on the S. S. 
MATSONIA (WMP) nearing Honolulu 
back circa 1925. 


CHARLES E. MAASS 80-SGP (W2RTV) SK-12-18-1975) 


Charlie was founding Director of the Pickerill 
Chapter and early Director of the Society. This 
picture taken while installing radar in the Arctic 
(Barter Island Alaska 1955). Charlie had a fab- 
ulous career and was an ardent supporter of the 
Society. 
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Sagafiord” of Norwegian America Lin 
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“Lurline” of Matsen Navigation Co 


Above are pictures of three vensels recently com ’ 
eS at the plant of the Newport News Ship = =~ 

building and Drydock Corporation. They are, top, 4 ae Sane nna 
steamaip Seminole, of the Clyde Steamship Com- } ~-— on CS oe 

pany; center, steamship Mohawk of the Clyde aaacoean 
Steamship Company; bottom, George Washington, 
of the Old Dominion Steamship Company 


Landmark 


WHEN San Francisco's Ferry Build 
ing was completed in 1898, it was 
one of the first steel-framed buildings 
in the city, replacing a wooden struc- 
ture dating from 1873. The virtues of 
steel construction were demonstrated 
on April 18, 1906 — when the build- 
ing, with its handsome 235-foot 
tower, survived the earthquake with- 
out serious damage. Ferry service 
resumed within two hours. 


ee eee ere 
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“Gripsholm” of Swedish American Line. 
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“IN THE WAKE" 


MEMORIES 
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OF DAYS LONG AGO 
SESE SS 
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SS. AMERICA—KDOW 


The SS AMERIKA/DDR was built by Germany 
and operated by the Hamburg-American Lines 
until the ship and 7 others were seized and put 
under control of the USSB. The U.S. Mail 
S.S. Co. became operator until 1921 when the 
management was taken over by the U.S. Lines 
which added the hugh SS Vaterland, rename 
Leviathan. Charles E. Maass, founding Dir- 
ector of Chapter XI was Chief of the SS 
America/KDOW in 1928-1929. He also served 
aboard the Leviathan under Elmo N. Pickerill. 
The America was replaced by America (2) in 
1939. The ship became the SS Edmund B. 
Alexander but was scrapped in 1957. Picture 
furnished by the late Charlie Maass 580-SGP, 


Nov. 22 1929. The Western Union's famous Cable Ship has just returned after 


SS. LORD KELVIN—GDMN a break in the New York - Azores Cable at a point approximately 900 miles due 
east of New York after one of the most severe earthquakes recorded in this area 


of the Atlantic Ocean. The strand that broke was but one of ten which snapped during the tremor. Cooperating on 
repair with Captain Bloomer of the Lord Kelvin and his crew was the SS DOMINIA which hastened to the spot from 
London. Picture, courtesy of Communication Journal - 1929. 
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THE MAGNOLIA STORY - 1936 
By Charles ll. Hess, SOWP #688-P 


4 


( Continued from Page - 1 ) 


were becoming cautious, but not adverse to 
participating in a profitable trade., Aviation 
gas for Manchukuo and oil fer the lamps of 
China. Both ends against the middle! Shang- 
hai and the Yangtze River basin were to be 
taken by the Japanese only a few years lat- 
er, with Nanking set up as puppet capital. 


We left San Pedro June 6, 1956 for Dairen, 
the Captain choosing a mercator course 
roughly along the 32nd parallel to the Van 
Diemen straits. We were abeam Sata Misaki 
Lighthouse in the Straits late on the 25th, 
5650 miles from San Pedro and after into the 
Yellow Sea a direct course was set for 
Dairen. It had been foggy for days, altho- 
ugh we were fortunate in being able to sight 
Sata Misaki Lighthouse, giving us a good 
departure point for the base leg of the trip. 
We figured ETA Dairen on the 28th; STANDVAC 
agents at Dairen and Shanghai were notified 
accordingly. 

The Captain allowed me to indulge my cele- 
stial navigation hobby and I still have the 
workbook containing daily sights and posit- 
ion fixes from New York to Sata Miseki. 


Intermittent fog continued, thickening on 
the night of the 26th. I attempted to take 
D/F bearings on Chinese and Korean stations 
listed in the International Radio Aids tec 
Navigation publication. Several were iden- 
tified but we were rather far off and "night 
effect" rendered readings very doubtful. 
The Captain didn't seem too concerned about 
Lack of good D/F bearings and I was per- 
mitted to turn in about midnight. 

watch at eight 


that “all lights 
and closed my eyes 


I heard the change of the 
bells, the lookout's hail 
are burning bright, sir", 
with as good a conscience as a radio operator 
can muster. But not for long! At 12:28 A.M. 
the 27th the ship came to a grinding, shat- 
tering halt. Then an ceric silence! 


Grabbing my pants and a lifejacket I was in 
the radio shack in a moment or two, started 
the motor-generator, stood by for orders. 
Soon a strong smell of gasoline was notice- 
able. I was debating about continued run- 
ning of the motor-generator under these 
conditions when the grave-faced Captain 
appeared in the doorway of the shack, gave 
me a slip of paper with our position on it 
and told me to get in touch with ships in 
the vicinity. I asked if he wanted me to 
send an SOS. He said "not now, just pass 
the word that we are hard aground and losing 
cargo." 


My first transmission was a CQ on 600 meters 
(iew) giving the details authorized by the 
Captain. NO ACKNOWLEDGEMENT, NO ANSWER! A 
minute or two later I repeated, preceding 
the transmission with the Urgent Signal 
"XXX". This time JBII, Mokpo, Korea, gave me 
a QSL. Then all quiet again! I next sent 
the auto-alarm signal, and JBI followed that 
by rebroadcasting my emergency message, 
Things started to look up now. A few ships 
came on the air. S/S RANCILI/GLKW was the 
first to establish QSO. He was 400 miles 
south of us, but at least I had a live one 
on the other end. I tested my GOO meter 
transmitter on emergency power with him and 
received a QRK. Now I was assured of comm- 
unication even if the ship's power failed. 
GLKW sent the auto-alarm signal and rebroad- 
cast our message. Ile probably woke up cvery- 
body in the China Sea. and the Western Paci- 
fic. 


In quick succession four Japanese ships an- 
sered me; JIVA, JCEA, JIN and JYWA. They 
were not too far away, and asked what we 
wanted them to do. Since it was unsafe for 
any of them to attempt getting anywhere near 


LAPP 
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us in the reg without running aground the 
Captain had me tell them simply to keep in 
radio QSO with us. We weren't going to sink, 
hard aground as we were, but we didn't know 
just what our situation was until daylight 
came and the fog cleared up. Our greatest 
hazard at that time was fire or possible 
explosion. Lifeboat davits were swung out, 
all Cire-Cighting equipment placed in readi- 
ness, smoking prohibited in any part of the 
shiv. 

The fog didn't clear until mid-morning. 
found ourselves hard aground in a little 
cove and at the base of a cliff on Ross Is- 
land (Kakyo-To), Lat. 34-O03N, long. 125-O8E. 
Sc ‘dings showed we were hard fast from bow 
to aout 150 feet aft. Forward cargo tanks 
and forepeak were punctured. An unexpected 
current set was deemed responsible for our 
having been off course. There were a few 
anxious moments as sparks descended from the 
stack and died out just before reaching the 
gasoline-coated water now surrounding us. 


we potified Shanghai agents of our grounding 
by mess thru XSG, the Dollar Line (Globe 
Virnteas} atetiog at Shanghai. There fol- 
lowed an exchange of messages further deli- 
neating our situation and by afternoon we 
were notified of arrangements whereby the 
Norwegian S/S FINNANGER/LCAH, under charter 
to S-V and southbound out of Dairen in bal- 
last, would come as close to our position as 
possible. She was to lighten enough of our 
remaining cargo to facilitate our backing off 
the rocks. To make doubly sure we got off 
the agents also dispatched the Japanese sal- 
vage tug YUSIOMARU/JASC to us from Moji. The 
tug arrived shortly after we started pumping 
into FINNANGER. All hoses of both ships 

were coupled together to reach where F INN- 
ANGER was anchored several hundred yards sea- 
ward of us. YUSHOMARU crew's competence and 
teamwork was exemplary, and they worked fast. 
While one group was sinking kedge anchors 
astern of us from which to run lines to our 
after windlass, her divers were overboard 
fitting wooden patches on the holed forward 


hull. 


Soon after daylight on the 350th, with YUSH- 
OMARU pulling on us astern, and with our 
heaving in on the kedge anchors, engine full 
astern, the ship came free and floated. 
KINNANGER stood by, hose now disconnected, 
but ready to take the rest of the unconta— 
minated cargo. Our Captain felt it unwise 

to transfer remaining cargo while both ships 
were in the open cove so both tankers and the 


salvage tug proceeded to Nagasaki where we 
arrived 4 p.m. July ist and anchored in the 
outer harbor, account of the hazardous nat- 
ure of our cargo transfer operations. 


While we pumped the remaining portion of our 
cargo into FINNANGER the salvage crew divers 
completed temporary repairs to our hull. We 
had lost about 2000 tons of cargo at Ross 
Island. 


We lay at anchor for six days and no one got 
ashore until the last night. I must have 
been on the skipper's "good" list, because I 
was one uf a small group permitted to go. 
That night is still rather hazy in my mind. 
(Wonder why?) But the return to the ship in 
the dark, early hours of the morning I'll 

not forget. The sampanman who undertook to 
scull two of us out to the ship stopped mid- 
way across the outer harbor and threatened 
the 3rd Asst. Engineer and me with his up- 
raised oar unless we came across with more 
money. Somehow we pacified him without part- 
ing with any more yen, and in time we finally 
reached the ship where he practically dumped 
us in the water at the base of the jacob's 
ladder. 


On July 7th we left for the shipyard in Yoko- 
hama via the Inland Sea, at reduced speed, 
and with Japanese pilot aboard. We arrived 
Yokohama harbor, having cleaned tanks enroute 
(before the days of pollution consciousness), 


We 


A.C. output sufficient to en 
transmitter at 
well. 
from Yellow Sea and Japancse waters. 
the high voltage filter could be bypassed to 
give a 750 cycle ICW tone. 
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10 a.m. on the 10th and the next evening we 
entered the floating drydock at Asano Ship- 
yard. New hull plates had to be fabricated 
and fitted and we were in for an indefinite 
stay. 


So seldom do tankermen get more than a day 
or two in port at a time that the unexpected 
stey in Yokohama was a trent. Or, at least 
so it seemed, until our money ran ont. Most 
of us had made allotments and were allowed 
to draw no more than one-half of the accrued 
balance. My salary was $110 per month! 
(Good old days???) Bul the exchange rate of 
three yen to a dollar was rather good, and 
prices moderate. As moncy dwindled patronage 
of the bars and dance halls declined, but 
there were inexpensive trips to be tuken. 

My most notable trip was the ascent of Mt. 
Fuji, a 12-hour climb and a 4-hour descent 
(sliding dewn in the locse lava). 


The shipyard baseball team challenged us to 
a gume. Unwisely we accepted. We knew we 
were licked when we were ushered into Yoko- 
hama's fine, big baseball grounds complete 
with grandstands. Such a motley U.S. base- 
ball team has never since been assembled, 
Half ef the team was of Scandinavian birth, 
knew little about baseball. We gave it the 
old college try, but before too many innings 
the splendid Japanese team eased up on us, 
ending the game after five innings with a 
score of something like 54 to 7! But then 
came a fine picnic set out by the shipyard, 
lots of food and beer. MAGNOLIA's Captain 
responded to the dockyard manager's speech 
full of high sentiments, there were “hands 
across the sea" and the flags of both nations 
blew briskly in the breeze. We were gen- 
uinely impressed by the friendliness of the 
Japanese people at that period of time. 


Without too much regret an empty-pocketed 
crew took the MAGNOLIA out of Yokohama on 
August 23rd. We proceeded by Great Circle 
route to San Francisco and were taken back 
into the intercoastal and coastwise trade 
again. As far as I know MAGNOLIA didn't get 
back into the Pacific until World War II. 


So...all the foregoing had long been put to 
rest and charged up to experience. My diary 
record was relegated to dead storage in an 
old trunk. Then just a few years ago, in the 
course of a chance ham radio contact with 
Everett C. Scott/WSPLZ of Baltimore, MD, I 
learned that Scotty had been radio officer 

on the "MAGGIE MARU", -as he termed her, dur- 
ing World War II when she operated in the 
Pacific. One day in the war zone a Japanese 
torpedo hit her well forward, but bounced off 
the plates that had been put in her in Yoko- 
lume yours before, and did no damage. From 
thut day on she was deemed to lead a charmed 
life, and indeed she did survive the war. 

My last informattion-was-that.she.was.still 

in Socony-Vacuum's U.S.-flag fleet as of Jan- 
wary, 1954. She must be long gone now, per- 
haps resting in a Japanese ship-breaker's 
yard. May she rest in peace. 


A word about the radio gear on WNFU. MAG- 
NOLIA was a Mackay-equipped ship and carried 
the latest equipment of that era, 


There were separate MF and Iif transmitters, 
rated 100 watts, and separate receivers. 

Each transmitter used a single vacuum tube. 
Federal type F-102-S, as a self-excited oscrl 
lator. 
put of a motor-generator rectified by 
vapor tubes. 


Main power from 750 cycle A.C. oypt- 
sreury 
Emergency supply was om a 

12 V D.C. battery-driven converter giving an 
ize the MF 

low power. t all worked very 
On HF I had litth@ trouble working KFS 
On HF 


DATELINE ... Kamakura, Japan 


Engr. Geo. Lee, SS Magnolia left and 
Radio Officer Charles Hess right visit 
famous Daibutsu Buddha shrine. Cast 
1252. 50 Ft. high. Date: 7-19-1936 
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WHO ARE Wh & 


ANSWERS TO QUIZ, SUMMER ISSUE 


Listed below are the names of Society members photographed at our first Wireless 
Pioneer picnic which was held nearly ten years ago - August 17 1968 to be exact, 

on what was the former estate of Captain Robert Dollar, near Walnut Creek, Calif. 
Listed in order of numbering on the chart above photograph on Page 7 of the Summer 
issue, as follow: 


Ray Newby 14, Dr. A, P. Warnock (D) 26. W.A."Bill" Vetter (D) 

2. W, Earle Wohler 15. Robert L. Shrader 27. Jack L. Slater 

3. James T. Chambers 16. Frank Seisel 28. Russell Carroll 

4. John J. McCarthey 17. Guest of Dick Johnstone (D) 29. Sydney J. Fass (D) 

5. Eben K. Cady 18. George H. Mullnix 30. Barney W. LaFetra 

6. WmN. "Bill" Hayton 19. G. A. "Jerry" Whittaker 31. Ray E. Meyers 

7. Charles H. Kesler 20. Walter L. Lachelt 32. George S. Hubbard 

8. Frank C. Camenisch (0D) 21. William A. "Bill" Breniman 33. Irvin W. Hubbard 

9. Emery L. Simpson (0) 22. Thom L. Mayes 34. Mario J. Spagna 

10. O. W. Thickens - Guest 23. Joseph P. Danko 35. Joseph Spatafor 

11. Steve Parkins (D) 24. Charles M. Dunn 36. LeslieF. Bymes (D) 

12. Howard D. King 25. Richard "Dick" Johnstone (D) 

i From 

WwW Hartland Mutiny 

est Page 3 
ine fire dade compose the sailors much so drowning about @ thousand people. } eee of our association, now living in Hon- 
they absolutely stopped work. They claimed a? F : ae - back t j Olulu, coming aboard with his father wanting 
the food was lousy, working conditions were ame ht ga Soeinoer® kad bonged mi the } to know if I was going to stay with the ship. 
even worse and they were through sailing the satiove Pe when wo got back to Portland I told him that I was getting off so do not 
ship. I remember the ring leader sitting near f there was 2 big trial, ‘The Portland Oregon- know = he sailed on the Ilartland on her 
who hy gprs on 358 top side, at tho insist- { ian and the Oregon Journal had headlines CSOMOE SUM 
anne bs the Skipper while he berated him j MUTINY ON THE WEST HARTLAND all over the Don't ask Theron but someday maybe he will 
ane ie sperce T tenrned @ lot of new front pages in January 1920>-~The trial last- } write about his experience aboard the S.S. 
War Sens Say ed several days. Captain Willowden lost his Dumaru (not @ Japanese ship). They had to 
I wonder if President Williom "Bill" Hreni- license and as I have remarked came aboard take to life boats when their ship went to 
man remembers coming abourd the Wost Hartland the M.S. Oregon several years later wanting j the bottom, Drifting in life boats for many 
in Singapore one time. I'm going to ask him to ship out as an AB. ‘The January issues of j5 days they were finally rescued. Great story 
the next time I sce him. I do not recall the Oregon papers gives a full account of f Theron. Ilope we hear about it. 
what ship he was on, but Bill we were anchor- this episode. 
ed next to the old German Raider Emden. 1 ; - » West Hartland so { 
have heard that this old ship was the famous Nactilea to watt. 5 cpaatear aiierca Stein, a t Rison Ss Sangin Jay Oe? 
Eastland that sank in the Chicago River 3 


ie arm 


i Cdr. E. J. Quinby, USN (Ret.) 
ENGINEERING, RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT 
QUINBY's QUIZ FOR WIRELESS PIONEERS ORGANIZATION, IMPROVEMENT, OPERATION 
30 BLACKBURN ROAD 
SUMMIT, N.J. 97m En Route through valuy Florida 
1. What was a Marconi Jigger? 201 ~2334291 after escaping from the frozen 
Northland. 
2. Identify OHX, (management and location). What disturbed 
its adjustments? | Dear Bill Breniman: 
3. How was the prefix EEEN used? Under the shade of Palm trees on a sun-svept 
coral strand called lianasota Key off Florida's west coast, I banged 
4. Who was "Peep Hole" Wilson, and how did he get that out the onclosed bit on a Royal Portable whilo sipping Vodka & Cuinine 
nickname? with a twist of Key Limee 
5. If you like it woll onoug: to publish, and if y 
How was the signal 4 employed? you wish to add a little zest to intcrost in this foaturs, I'll be 
giad to donate a copy of IDA WAS A TRAP with autoorcph as prise 
6. What detector carried the name of a U.S. President's to tho first SOWP m-mbor who submits the correct 21 ansiorce 
birthplace? 
. { You soo I've doen sitting up nights in the moonlignt 
7. Who invented the Electrolytic Detector, and what did he { on tho beach, schening ways to lecp you from boing bored by idleness. 
call it? } Tis idea would provide you with a little task of figuring out rho 
j will become the winner. Sincs I realize how little you have to occupy 
8. Identify AX (management and location). Who was the your time, this micht nelp relicve the monoteny, unless you appoint 
famous Pioneer there? { ono of your mony, many capable assistants as a “volunt-or" so that 
( you can resume your siosta. 
9. pia famous Speen P Lene station had an inverted pyr- { 73 Olle Your prolific talents are roally aporeciated 
amid antenna ( by tho legions of nioncers you have smol:ed out into the opon. Ray Green 
P . and I have been toasting you. 
10. After Marconi won his epic court battle against DE Yours sincorocly, 
Forest for infringing his basic tuning patent, to whom 
did the U.S. Supreme Court finally attribute the in- 
vention which makes possible world-wide multi-channel } Snel: Quiz, with anovers, E.Js Quinby, 
radio communication without interference? { Heading back to Swit NJ from here,-Alasi 
11. How was the signal CQD evolved? 


12. What famous Marconi station responded to what single- 
letter call? 


15. Who invented the Perikon Detector, and of what was it 
composed? 


14. What electrical factor do females employ to discourage 
the male approach? 


15. Identify TWT (management and Location). 


16. What famous United Wireless Station responded to an 
expression of mirth? 


17. What passenger steamer, "homing" throught the fog on 
what shore station ran right up on the beach to the 
door of the station? 


20. What famous Wireless Pioneer coined the term TELE- 
VISION? What title was bestowed on him? 


18. What Postal Telegraph messenger-boy saved his nickel 
carfare money to buy a Morse telegraph practice set, 
qualified as operator, got a radio operator's license } 
and became the world's leading tycoon of the communi- i 21. Who described RADAR before it was invented (locating 

{ 


cation industry? What title did he enjoy? invisible objects by Hertzian wave reflections)? 


19. Identify the heir to a fabulous silver-mining fortune : ‘ 
who orenniiee a world-wide communication network of NOTE: Send answers on "Jay" Quinby's Quiz to SOWP Sec. 


} nore: 
telegraph-cable-radio facilitites, and who was the i Prof. Herb.Scott, QTH: 477 Warwick Ave., San Leandro, CA 
i 


popular composer son-in-law that rescued him from 95477. He will check and list winner in mext JOURNAL, 
bankruptcy? 
verre Merve a Tin Jie a J, aa 
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§.$. “HAPPY DAYS” (SOWP) 


. . Brings Cargo 


SOWP SLOP CHEST 
PRICE LIST Stores 


PATCHES BN waco ves $ 1.530 
P75" wee eee 5.00 ppd. 
6.00 


FB" ws ee eve 


TACKETT ( Tie-Tac) Lapel Pins 


Due to recent price increase we have 
decided to not stotk until further 


notice. 
(G y .O0.W.P. 
LABELS (GUMMED) S.0.W.P Illustrated 


#1 - BLUE (3-3/4x1") below 
#2 - Red, Round 1-3/4" $1.00 per 100 
(If kind not specified we will ship 1/2 ea 


BANNERETTES 
9 x 12" Wall Emblems . . . $2.50 each ppd. 


DECALS ... 5" Yellow/blue . . $1.00 
SOS RS BSS CASE SSSR R EES eee ee ERE eee eee 


LABELS 


eee ee - oe 
EE EE tt TT i tT a 8 8 Oe 8 8 i hh i ty ta tn 


DECALS 


SOWP DECALS NOW AVAILABLE 


Those who have ordered the new decals 
report they are just 'great'. They are 
a dark blue on yellow background. The 
Society's Logo is centered between the 
words "WIRELESS" (above) and "PIONEERS" 
below. They measure 5 inches high by 
3-1/2" wide, On heavy durable plastic 
resistant to water. They are really 
tops for your car or ham shack. Price 
$1.00 each ppd. ( Send $1 bill instead 
of check to eliminate clerical work in 
banking). We guarantee you'll like 

them or your money back. You will be 
proud to display them proudly. 


“QS 


CARDS of DISTINCTION 


Many thousands of SOWP "QSL" Cards have 
gone out to members all over the world 
and as a result, we have received many 
many letters of appreciation, informing 
how attractive they are and how members 
enjoy the identity and affiliation they 
furnish. 


‘See Page 30 for Special Offer on Shells 
SOWP SPECIAL 


Preprinted shells in quantity at 
low cost enable us to supply 


‘'tailored' cards at a bargain. 
SASE for free sample 
TYPE "A'"KROMOCOTE STOCK 
ANTITY Note 100 200 00 1000 
Shells 1 2.00 4.00 9.50 18.25 
Pkg/Mail cost 2 1.00 2.00 2.85 3.25 
TOTAL (Shell) 3 3.00 6.00 12.35 21.50 
Imprinting(*) 46 5.50 6.25 7.75 12.50 


TOTAL(Printed)5 6.50 12.25 20-10 34.00 


NOTE #1 

"SHELLS" gre the QSL cards printed on the 
face in 2-colors(black & red) without 
member's copy. This is Slick Kromocote 
stock. If you wish to order shells only 
for imprinting by your printer, we can 
furnish shells on 110 Index Stock (our 
type "B') at the following prices: 

100 @ $2.75; 200 @ $5.40; 500 @11.10 
and 1000 @ $19.25. If you want insured, 
add 40 cents to above price. The 110 
Index (B) stock is not as attractive as 
Type (A) Kromocote, but never-the-less 

it is a nice appearing card. 


NOTE #2 

Tost of packaging and shipping. Most will 
be sent PP or UPS. Price includes ship- 
ping but not insurance. 


NOTE #3 
~_----— 


Total cost except insurance for those 
wanting Type ''A" Kromocote cards only. 


NOTE #4 

Cost of printing by Windsor Press. Copy 
will have to be furnished. Be sure copy 
is legible and correct. 


NOTE #5 

---—— 

TOTAL COST OF IMPRINTED CARD except for 
insurance. Residents in California 
should add 6% tax of cost line 1 and 4 
which is sent on to the printer. 


Note: If color, other than black is de- 
ried, there is a cost of $2.00. Cards 
are regular post card size 3-1/2 x 5-1/2 
inches. Back(mailing) side is imprinted 
with usual QSO details. 


A BEAUTIFUL PER- 
SONAL IDENT OF 
YOUR SOWP MEMBER- 
SHIP. RICH BLUE 
VELVET-LIKE EMB- 
LEM AND TRIM ON A 
GOLD FELT BANNER- 
ETTE. CROSSBAR, 
GILT RAYON CORD & 
TASSELS. ITS A 
BEAUTY. $2.50 PPD 


oin the Buckslip Club 


STATIONERY 


Quantity 50 100 300 
Letterheads $2.00 3.75 10.00 
Note Heads 1.75 3.25 9.00 


Env. #10 Large 3.00 6.00 16.00 
Env. #6 Small 2.25 3.75 11.00 


POSTAGE EXTRA 


Please add .75¢ for any order of 50 units; 
$1.50 for first 100 and for each additional 
100 units, 50¢ per hundred. 


CANADIAN Please add $1.00 for units 


of 100 or over. OTHER FOREIGN: Please 


add $2.00 additional to above prices. 


INSURANCE: Prices do not include insur- 
ance. lf insurance is desired, add 40¢ for 
items to value of $15.00 and 60¢ for items 
ordered valued above $15.00. 


We will do our best to pack your order to the 
best of our ability and to withstand the wear 
and tear of handling through the postal sys- 
tem which at times is pretty hard on the 
package and contents. We will not be re- 
sponsible for any items not insured. 


Society of WIRELESS PIONEERS, INC. 
P.O. BOX 530 
SANTA ROSA, CALIF. 95402 


SOWP. CHAPTERS 
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WILLIAM P. CORSON - (S/T) VE7PC 
1011 - 8th Ave., New Westminster, BC V3M 2R5 
T: 604/526-6000. 

This Chapter has been very active with fre- 
quent meetings. Issues Newsletter quarterl 
NOTE: "Bill" Filtness, Acting Chapter Dir- 
ector is also CANADIAN DIRECTOR for the Soc 
iety. 


CHAPTER OFFICERS eee bss 
(Florida and S.E. USA) 
WILLIAM C, "Bill" WILLMOT - K4TF (D) Acting. 
1630 Venus St. Merritt Island, FL 32952 
T: 305/452-2090. 
Wm E. Alexander (S) = W4GXL (S). 118 North 


CANADIAN-GREAT_ LAKES (NORTH SHORE) xy 
Ontario, Quebec 

KENNETH J. "Ken" TAYLOR - (D) VE3DND 
86 Marlborough St. Guelph, Ont. N1E 3X8 

Phone: 519/823-1020. 

"Iz" KANDEL -(S/T) VE3HEH; 94 Neptune Dr 

Apt.3, Toronto, Ont. M6A 1X4 


GONZALES - VANCOUVER ISLAND - XVI 
TVancouver Island, British Columbia) 
LEONARD A. "Lent! POLACK (D) VE7ZH 

3111 Wood Park Drive, Victoria, BC, V9C 
1P2. T: 604/478-2180 

John W. '"Jack'' Bowerman -(Honorary Director?) 
David A. Smith (S/T) VE7DBJ - 1418 Newport } 


| CHAPTER DIRECTORY LEGEND (ABBREVIATION OF OFFICES) 


D Chapter Director CHOP Chief Operstor/Chap. 
AD Assistant Chapter Director 4 Chepter Historian 


$ Chapter Secretory c Chapter Cureton : : st Siac ateyst Ave., Apt. 110, Victoria, BC V8S 5E9 
hapter Treasurer embershi mer = . P 
S/T “Bacnctaryteeaaiver . Ratbe Obie Pe Bet one Vernandia Seach, Fibs 3805% T: 604/598-2157. Holds frequent meetings. 


T: 904/261-6285. 

Last meeting: March 1977. Bill Willmot asks 
for volunteers willing to take offices of 
the Chapter to make it more active. 


PC Program Chairman AR Area Representative, 


GOLDEN GATE - 1 
(Northern Calif., Western Nevada) 

FRED B. MANGELSDORF - D-S/f W6ZK 

4k Temelec Circle, Sonoma, CA 95476 

Phone: 707/996-1829 

COMING: Sea Wolf, Jack London Square, Oak- 
land, CA. Feb. 11th 1978 11.30AM (also) 
VILLA CHARTIER, San Mateo, CA Saturday, May 
13.1977. Other meetings and picnic will be 
announced, 


ENGLAND & BRITISH IS D: - 

JOHN A. EDWARDS OED) G4BVA. 81 Hunter 
Ave., Shenfield (Nr. Brentwood) Essex, Eng 
CM15 8PF 


TEXAS-GULF COAST (ARMSTRONG) VII 
AR,MS ,OK,TX,LA, TN 

GAROLD D. SEARS - W5AIR (D) 

5634 Eskridge St. Houston, TX 77023. Phone: 

713/923-5384. 

L.F. "Ted" Heithecker - W5EJ (S) 

Edmund Serur - W5CNO - (T) 

GEORGE W. AHRENS W5JN (AD) 3216 Townsend Dr. 
YANKEE CLIPPER - il Dallas, TX 75229. T: 214/352-4797. 

(New England, except Western CT.) Regretfully, the Society has not received 
To be formed in the Boston Area. Volunteers}information about meetings held (if any) or 

to organize and hold offices, invited. reply to inquiry re: activities except from 

Ass't Chapter Director Ahrens who has been 
ill. We reports plans underway to reactivat 

chapter with meeting in January. 

AREA REPRESENTATIVES: 

AR - Geo. Andrews N.TX-Ben Holloman 

MS-Ben.G.Benson LA-Geo. Andrews 

OK-Alban F. Hatzell TX-Coast-Edw J.Gaetz 


NORTHWESTERN EUROPE 
THolland, Germany, France, Denmark, Belgi 
Norway, Sweden) 

CORNELIS "Cor'! GLERUM (D-S/T) PA@GL 
Nieuwe Kerkplein 29, Schore 36 (Zeeland) 
Netherlands 3616. 


SOUTHERN CROSS CHAPTER 
‘FRANK A. CAREY (D)  VK2AMI (Also CHOP) 
Th2 Sevilke St. Fairfield NSW, 2165, Aust- 
ralia. T: 7277581. 

Wm J. "Bill" O'Brien (AR) 45 Murray St., 
Pyrmont, NSW 2009, Australia. T: 560-6144. 


DR. LEE de FOREST III 
(LA area, S. to Dana Pt., E to Las Vegas,AZ 
N to Fresno/Santa Maria & Bishop) 

CHARLES D. MORRISON - D - W6VI 

2034 Del Rosa Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90041 
Phone: 213/256-0842. Meeting schedules for 
1978 not yet firmed up. There will be sev- 
eral. 


EDELWEISS CHAPTER - SWITZERLAND 
ERIC WALTER - (D 
Bucklerstr. 20, 


8181 Hori, Switzerland. 


INDIA - SE ASIA 
LtCol. DADY S. MAJOR (AR) 

Petit Mansion - 85 Sleater Road, Bombay, 
India T: 400 007. (VU2MD 


ARIZONA=PAC. SOUTHWEST - IX 
AZ, NM, So. Nev. 
JOSEPH A. FALBO (D) 3875 N. Country Club No. 
205, Tucson, AZ. 85716. T: 602/793-7482. 
R.T. "Ray" Warner (S) K7JU/W7JU. Director 
reports plans for meeting early 1978. 


STAR OF INDIA - IV 
(San Diego County, Riverside, E. to Yuma) 
BRANDON "BRANDY" WENTWORTH - (D) K6UJ 

460 Oak Street, Laguna Beach, CA 92651 
Phone: 714/497-1437. 

Ernest F. Wilmshurst - W6KHA - Sec. 

1495 Winterhaven Rd., Fallbrook,CA 92028, 
M, G. "Ab!" Abernathy - Tres, WO6ABD 

7280 Tait St. San Diego, CA 92111, 

Normal Spring meeting aboard Sailing Ship 
"Star of India". Fall meeting at Jolly 
Roger Restaurant in Oceanside. Schedule for 
1978 not yet set up. 


CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP 


Most Chapter do not restrict membership to 
those in chapter area only. Conversely, yo 
are welcome to join and support any chapte 
of your choosing ,- or several if you like. 
It is hoped you will support each Chap- 
ter with a small donation (as set by the 
individual chapters) to help in publishing 
their Newsletters, Memo's of meetings etc. 
Chapter officers donate their time -- a 
real dedicated group. May we suggest you 
show your appreciation and help keep the 
chapters going by attending their meetings 
regularly. It is all in the name of good 
fellowship. We think you will be repaid a 
hundred-fold in the enjoyment you receive 
in 'teye-ball' QSO's with old friends and 
shipmates --- and new ones you have heard 
about for years but have never met. 


(Within periphery 150 miles, DCA) 
ALLEN BARNEBEI - D 

200 East Wayne Ave. Silver Spring, MD 
20901. T: 301/585-3708 

John H. Swafford (S)2025 N. Kensington St., 
Arlington, VA 22205. -T: 703/536-9537 
Emerson R. Mehrling - (T) 10109 Blue Coat 
Dr. Fairfax, VA 22030. T: 703/273-0737 
CHOP: John H. Elrod - W3NVD. 

Schedules quite frequent meetings (usually 
at Black Angus, Falls Church). All members 
Visiting the Capitol are invited to attend 


JACK BINNS ( PACIFIC NORTHWEST —- V 

(WA, OR,MT,1D,AK) 

KENNETH R. SULLIVAN - W7AGV (D) 

11512 - 20th Ave. SW., Seattle, WA 98146 
Phone: 206/242--3005. 

Ther. a C. "Van" Van Patten (S/T) 

T84L9 Seach Dr. Seattle, WA 98116. 932/2839 
CHOT; Tom A. Jobs W7TU 


ELMO N. PICKERILL —- XI 
(within periphery 200 miles to NY City) 
MILTON SCHWARTZ (D) W2SF 

166-36 24th Rd. Flushing NY 11537. 

T: 212/352-7595. 

GRANT NONNAMAKER (S/T) K2QXQ, 212 Ward Ave 
Audubon, NJ 08106. T: 609/547-7982. 

Herman A. Fischer (H) WA2QGV 

Donald B. Masten, SR. CHOP 

Meets several times yearly. Large turnout. 


M: Geo. A. Onsum, 6418 S. Admiralty Way 
Freeland, WA 98249. W7IC 

Hi: Dr. Erskine H. Burton - W7SF. 

PORTLAND AREA REP: John A. Peel - W7LT 
R516 SE Adams Ste Milwaukie, OR 97222. 
Phone: 503/654-2712 ( Frequent meetings in 
area). Several meetings during year. 
1978 - not yet scheduled, 


OUR DEDTCATED CHAPTER OFFICERS 


We would like to take this occasion to exp 
ress our deep appreciation to all Chapter 
Officers for the wonderful service they are 
providing the Society and Chapter members. 
They volunteer their service, time and tal- 
ent. Please take the opportunity of exp- 
ressing your thanks to them ... also an 
offer to volunteer and assist in any way 
will be very much appreciated. 


ROCKY MOUNTAIN — XII 

(CO-WY-UT-W-KS-W.NE-N.NM) 
Inactive. Volunteers invited to form this 
Chapter, perhaps in the Denver area. 


GUIELMO MARCHESE MARCONI —- VI 
(Western Canada, Yukon, Alberta, Pac. NW.) 
ARTHUR W. "Bill" FILTNESS - VE7WZ (D) (E) 


7 a aa oC POR? Ses ] EAS eR - X 
#1 - 1093 Nicola St. Vancouver BC V6G 2E3 aE SS NEW MEMBERS 


(IL, IN,OH,WI,MI) 
Inactive. Volunteers invited to form 


Chapter HQ. Chicago area but not necessary, Ch@pter in your area. He will be glad to 
furnish data on meetings, etc. 


Phone: 604/683-2275. You are invited to contact officer of any 
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CALL FOR NEWS 


Regretfully, not all Chapters responded to 
our "Call for News" carried on Page 1 of 
the Skipper's Log No. 77-24 of Nov. 15,1977 


Lack of response was not totally unexpected 
as it is realized we have a new publication 
and all Chapters and members can not be exp 
ected to be ‘totally aboard (in toto) ona 
new program. We are grateful however to 
those Chapters which did respond and here- 
with publish their contributions and report 
We hope that once the system is set in mo- 
tion that response quarterly will be auto- 
matic. 


We are hopeful that Chapter reports can be 
funneled through the Chairman PR & Chapters 
so that he can arrange copy ready material 
to fit this format. At least we will try 
this arrangement on our next Quarterly. The 
date of "Call for News" will appear in the 
"LOG"' furnished all Chapters. 


GOLDEN GATE CHAPTER 


Director Fred Mangelsdorf reported meetings 
Feb. 12th at the Sea Wolf in Jack London Sq 
Villa Chartier May 14th and a picnic at the 
Armstrong Redwood State Park, All very 
well attended. Plans have already been 
made for a repeat of the Sea Wolf and Villa 
meetings. There may however be a change 
im picnic arrangements. Also other meet- 
ings are being considered for other areas 


such as San Francisco, Sacramento, etc. Als¢ 


change in picnic arrangements. Fred has 
been carrying the load of Director plus 
that of Secretary and Treasurer. He invite 
volunteers who may be willing and able to 
assist in Chapter activities. Drop hima 
line or give him a call. Estimated that 
over 200 attended the 3 meetings in 1977. 


REPORTED BY WASHINGTON AREA CHAPTER X 


Allen Barnabei, Director, Capital Area (X) 
reports that three (3) meetings have been 
held since June 1977; namely 23 July; 24- 
Sept and 19 Nov. Member attendance has bee 
increasing with each meeting and the larges 
number attending a Chapter (X) meeting was 
recorded on 19 November. 


Our meeting location is the Black Angus Res 
taurant, 7260 Arlington Blvd., Falls Church 
Virginia on Rt. 50, opposite Loehmann's 
Plaza and they have always been held on Sat 
urday beginning at 12:30PM. We try to ad- 
journ no later than 4PM. There is whole- 
hearted support for this schedule and we 
have quite a number of members who drive 
over 50 miles and a few who drive over 100 
miles to attend our meetings. 


In addition to conducting the business of 
the Chapter at each session, we also pro- 
vide for an interesting and topical presen- 
tation by a member of the Chapter or some- 
one in the Washington Metropolital Area who 
is responsible and a recognized expert in 
the telecommunications field. 


I am not only happy, but proud to report 
that Chapter (X) has a very loyal and ded- 


icated group of members wives who never mis§ 


ameeting. Their interest in our program 
is very evident and for this we are most 
grateful. 


The slate of officers, duly elected at the 
Nov. 19th meeting, who will carry on in the 
calendar year 1978 are: Director, Allen 
Barnabei; Secretary John Swafford and 
Treasurer, Emerson Mehrling. 
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N.0W.P. CHAPTER NEWS 


1978 a 
We en- 


We have tentatively selected 25 Feb. 
our first meeting in the new year. 


joyed a dramatic rise in membership in 1977 
and we hope to surpass it in 1978. 


From the banks of the Potomac River, or what 
is presently referred to as "Peanut Country 
North" , all of us in Chapter Ten with the 
best of everything in '78 to each and every 
SOWP member and their loved ones. 


ARIZONA-SW CHAPTER IX 


Joe Falbo reported that a wonderful time 
was had by those attending the Chapter meet 
ing May 2nd in Mesa. Says more no doubt 
would have attended had the notices have 
gone out sooner. Joe wishes to inform all 
members in Chapter IX area that he does pla 
a meeting, perhaps January and it will prob 
ably be at the Francisco Grande Hotel in 
Gila Bend so that members (majority) will 
have an equal distance from PHX and TUC area 
to travel. A memo will be sent all Chapter 
members as soon as details have been final- 
ized. Joe wishes to send 73 to all. 


LEE de FOREST CHAPTER IIT 


DR. 


Fred M. Winckel /W6QQB reported for Charlie 
Morrison Director who is on an extended trip 
(cruise) to the Caribbean. Fred reports 
that a very successful get-together was held 
on Oct. 29th at the Schlitz Brown Bottle 
restaurant in Van Nuys. It was a charming 
place to meet, service excellent and the 
real 'kicker' was sampling of all various 
Schlitz beers and products free of charge 
to thirsty SOWP members attending. The 
Chapter was honored in having Maria de For- 
est attend (Guest of Honor). Senior Vice 
President was M/C, making members and wives 
welcome in his usual genial fashion. Many 
‘goodies' in the nature of prizes were also 
awarded ( and in which many XYL's shared). 
Program for next year has not yet been set 
up but be assured that the occasion will be 
in ‘tune’ with the rapid growth the Chapter 
is experiencing. 


STAR OF INDIA CHAPTER REPORTING 


Brandon "Brandy" Wentworth reported that the 
Chapter had a very outstading year. Two 
major meetings, One on April 21 aboard the 
STAR OF INDIA pulled members from 'far away 
places’ such as Alohaland and some of the 
other states. It was indeed unique and one 
we will always remember. The second great 
BASH was at the Jolly Roger... and what a 
day it was ! Sept. 10th and the JR was 
bulging at the seams... filled to capacity... 
and beyond with SOWP'ers and friends from 
all over the country. Plans have not been 
formalized for 1978 YET but they will be. 
(Expressed thanks for such fine aides-de- 
camp—— "Ab" Abernathy and Ernie Wilmshurst. 


THE MAPLE LEAF NEWSLETTER ( EXTRACTS) 


The "Maple Leaf" NL has been issued regular 
ly for about 7 years. The last was Vol. 7 
No. 3. Editor: Bill Filtness, our very 
steadfast and dependable Canadian Director. 
We feel very fortunate in having a member 
with such great dedication and devotion to 
the Society on our team. Here are some ex 
tracts from his latest Newsletter which is 
datelined from Vancouver, British Columbia. 


Records picnic July 27th at Half Moon Bay 

BC at ‘look-out! home ofthe Morgans overlook 
ing Georgia Straits. All Chapter VI enjoyed 
the day. Next a "Musical" dinner on Aug.15 
at the “Organ Grinder Restaurant’ (Musical 
pizza eatery)... The db level inhibited muct 
conversation (done later in the parking lot) 


ote from Canadian Great Lake Chapter XV 


UENO NBL EL BL EV ELOVOI Os 0 Eee 


Member Ray Weigland had to resign as Treasu 
er of Chapter due ill health. Membership 
Chairman Izz’ Kandel has taken over duties ag 
Treasurer protem. MARCONI CHAPTER VI held a 
social luncheon Sept. 16th in Vancouver and 
the GONZALES CHAPTER XVI held their luncheo 
meeting at the Village Green Inn, Duncan, BC 
Sept. 24th (mid-point on Vancouver Island 
Gonzalas Chapter XVI SSB/CW net on 3740 khz 
at 1600 (or 4PM local) time each Sunday 
afternoon. Len Polack CHOP and Arnold Ginn 
iver Alternate. Calls VE7ZP Len and VE7GY 
Arnold. A great deal of enthusiasm but most 
‘overlooked' the schedule first time around 
Len Polack reported Gordon Titus of Chapter 
XV as a silent key (we had not received the 
report) Gordon was member 1611-SGP. "Bill" 
Filtness reports visit of Geo. Schuthe, 1379 
P from Ottawa in Oct (missed meeting by one 
day). Chapter VI Nov. 26th and XVI in Dec. 
Will report later. Bill Filtness. 

Vil 


THOMAS A. EDISON CHAPTER. 


Acting Director reports the Chapter has not 
been active except for one meeting during 
the year. He is so QRL on other assign- 
ments he NEEDS HELP, Open invitation to 
any in Chapter VII area’to volunteer to get 
Chapter out of drydock and underway again. 
We need your help. You will enjoy the con- 
tacts. Why not call or write Bill Willmot 
today. K4TF. 1630 Venus St. Merritt Island 
Fla 32952. Phone: 305/452-2090. 


ELMO N. PICKERILL XI 


The Chapter has held two well attended meet 
ings during the year. The first April 21st 
and last 15 Sept. where new officers were 
installed. Milt Schwartz took over from 
Hermann A. 'Bud' Fischer as Director; Grant 
Nonnamaker 2097-P became Secretary vice Don 
Masten and Bud Fischer became Historian for 
the Chapter. ( Nonnamaker K2QXQ is also the 
Treasurer.) Mr. Ed Raser was honored at thd 
last meeting by being presented with the 
Society's "WIRELESS ACHIEVEMENT AWARD" and 
having Sept. 15th designated as the "Ed 
Raser Day". The Chapter was very active 
during the year ... thanks to Messrs. Fisch 
er and Masten. 


JACK BINNS ( PACIFIC NW CHAPTER) V 


The Chapter held two well attended meetings 
during the year, both at the "Dog House Res 
taurant". The first on April ist and the 
second Oct. Sth at which President Breniman 
and wife were honored guests. Due to 
health reasons Earl Baker had to withdraw ag 
Director and Kenneth Sullivan replaced him 
at the helm. The Portland Area group - 
John Peel (AD) has been holding meetings of 
members in the area about once a month or 
every six weeks. A good turn-out is always 
experienced and the fellows have a wonderfu 
chance to visit their old friends. 


GULF COAST — ROY E. ARMSTRONG CHAPTER VIII 


We have had little imput from the Chapter 
during the past year and Chapter Officers 
have not responded to our request/s for in- 
formation. We have finally received a 
letter from Ass't. Director George Ahrens 
who has had much illness in his family. He 
indicates the chapter has been quite in- 
active for the past year. George says he 
will try to initiate some action by Jan. 78 
for chapter activities and meetings in the 
future. (Thanks to you George). 


GREAT BRITAIN CHAPTER 


Director John A. Edwards has kept the Chap- 
ter quite active. We received NL-5 and had 
planned to publish in entirity but space 
wes not suffice. (will try include next 


issue of the Journal). Sends 73 to all. 


AB AOspa@so erry 
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SOWP NETS & SCHEDULES 


TERS 


NET (Cul) 
Pickerill 
Do 


AREA COVERED 
ME MA CT NY 


NJ PA OH 
Oo 


Fl Ge SC Ala Tn 
PAC COAST CA AZ NV OR WA BC 


TRANSCON US CAN HOLLAND 


TRANSCON 2 6: * 


YANKEE EASTERN ME NH VT MA 


Cepitel Ares 0.C. DE MD 


Jeck Binns Pac Nw BC Etc 


Avocado 
Oa 


So Celif 
Do 


Transpec WC HI Austrelis 


10. See Net F. Gelow 


Heppy Hour So Cal 


Do Do 


TUE 
Sun 


THU 
Fri 
THU 
TUE 


OuP NETS & SCHEDULES. 


DAY OF WEEK TZ LOCAL GMT FCY 


E 9900 


1900 
1400 


CHOP ANCS 


1400 3670 W3FYD Jeck/ 
w2ZI Ed 
2400 3670 


DO 8) 


1900 7053/7063 K4TF Bill. — 


0400 3555 wWG6RNC Fred 
W6UH Ray. 
2330 7084 KG6KHA Ernie 


1600 14125 W5QKU Oscar. 
14097 W6IC George 
1600 14125 W5QKU Oscer 
14097 KGNP VIC 
1500 7040 WiIDIU Bus 
K2IC Eerl 


WSNVD John. 


W7LQ Ray 
W7AYP Stan. 


0430 
0400 


WEKHA Ernie 
W6YD Ray 
WEKHA Ernie 
W6YD Ray. 


K6U) Brandy 
WETH ESmer 


COMMENTS RE: SCHEDULES AND THE 
CHANGES SINCE LAST PUBLICATION. 
BY - OSCAR W5QKU 


Schedules may not be 100% com- 
plete as some nets did not resp- 
ond to inquiry. WESCAN NET was 
dropped as it was absorbed into 
the JACK BINNS NET (CW) The TEXAS 
NET does not appear operative.No 
response from Net Officials and 
not heard on schedules at times 
monitored. It has been dropped 
from listing/s. 


On the nets listed, I give local 
time of the NCS as I feel sure 
our members can dope out the 
local time that applies to them. 


Where alternate fcy given it is 
either to right of reg fcy ( for 
instance 7053/7063 or the Alt. 
fcy. is under the normal fcy. 


SUGGESTION: It would be helpful 
in making changes of listings to 
have net official write up the 
schedule corresponding to the 
listing in schedules on this pags 


NET NOTES 


EDISON NET ... Alive & Healthy ! 
Check-ins increasing, many from 
outside geographical area, like 
WB2NCC etc. Bill Wilimot. 


TRANSCON NET 

Doing Okay. Now have a few Cana- 
dians checking in reg. additiona 
to Cor PA@GL... Canadians are 
"good ops" ditto Cor. de W5QKU 


PICKERILL NET 
Monday AM ... FB. Evening so-so. 


8. Golden Gete Happy Hour Deily P 1700 0100 3945 WG6OFL Holgy (perhaps competina with CHARLIES 
Pickerill (SAME AS Nr.1) Sun E 1615 1915 3917 w2SF Milt So an 
Oo Do Thu E 0930 «61430 3917 vee ches Sometimes wonder how Bill Bren- 
iman does it all ! This was a 
Foggy Bottom OC Ares Tue 284 E 1000 4500 3967 W30UG Jeke big job in itself but only a 
small portion of the JOURNAL as 
WESCAN Week Days Pp 0845 1645 3740 VE7WZ Bill a whole. I almost had me down 
FM Week Days’ P 0915 1715 447.3 VE7WZ Bill but with help, we'll keep on tof 
VE7GY Arnie and furnish next Skedual on time 
Gonzeles 558/Cw NET Sun P 41600 2400 3740 VE7ZH Len and in condx so Bill won't have 


BR 


NOTE: ALL SCHEDULES SUBJECT CHANGE W/O NOTICE) 


pal OOS RSS REESE: 


to do much but 'fit it in' yn i 


NO. NAME-CHIEF OPERATOR NET CALL PHONE QTH-MAIL C-W. NETS 

1. J. "Jack" Stanley Schantz W3FYD 215/646-1921 612 Randolph Ave., Fort Washinton, PA 19034 

2. Wm. C. "Bill" Willmot K4TF 305/452-2090 1630 Venus St., Merritt Island, FL 32952. 

3. Fred E. Huntley W6RNC NL P.O. Box 478, Nevada City, CA 95959 

4, Oscar T. Harrison W5QKU 713/353-2724 422 Artesia, Spring, TX 77373e.«e++-s- SOWP CHIEF OPERATOR 

George L. Meek w6ICc 707/964-2607 P.O. Box 892, Fort Bragg, CA 95437 (Relief COPY SOWP NETS) 

5. Sebastian "Bus" Gahm W1iDIU 617/925-2490 118 Edgewater Road, Hull MA 02045 

6. John N. Elrod © W3NVD 301/292-3286 10933 Riverview Road, Silesia, MD 20022 

7e Thomas R. "Ray" Runnells W7LQ 206/878-2881 24704 - 11th Ave. South, Kent, WA 98031 

8. Ernest F. "Ernie" Wilmshurst W6HKA 714/728-6238 1495 Winter Haven Road, Fallbrook, CA 92028 

9. Brandon "Brandy" Wentworth K6UJ 714/497-1437 460 Oak Street, Laguna Beach, CA 92651 

A. Fred M. Winckel W6QQB 213/664-2388 2070 Balmer Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90039 

B. Emil A. "Holgy" Holgerson W60FL 408/726-4052 4O1 Poplar Street, Half Moon Bay, CA 94019 

G Milton Schwartz (Milt) W2SF 212/352-7595 166-36 24th Road, Flushing, NY 11357 

C.(1) Donald B. Masten, Sr. (Don) W2LEL 914/565-2693 McIntosh Place, Apt. 103, Newburgh, NY 12550 

dD. Max M. "Jake" Jacobson W3DUG 301/774-7583 612 Ednor Road, Silver Spring, MD 20904 

ge Arthur W. "Bill" Filtness VE 7WZ 604/683-2275 #1-1093 Nicola St., Vancouver, BC Canada V6G 2E3 

F, Leonard A. "Len" Polack VE7ZH 604/478-2180 3111 Wood Park Drive, Colwood, Victoria, BC Canada V9C 1P2 


ithe eee eee ee eee ee eee eee eee eee eee eee ee eee eee Sees esate sererereeeeerewereeeeeeet 


— report changes in NET SCHEDULES, including CHOP/ANCS etc. to Mr. OSCAR T. HARRISON, WSQKU , 422 Artesia, Spring, TX 77373 
(send copy to H.Q.) Needed to correct listing in above nets and officers. Also furnish vital information to our CHOP in case 
new nets are established or old nets are discontinued. CALL: CQ SOWP de (Call) at 55 minutes past any hour on 3555 kHz. You 
'just might' contact a brother SOWP member. 


NOLMBERS 


Yeu-are invited to join any of the above nets. Other nets are encouraged for areas where we do not have nets at present. 

NEW MEMBERS are invited to write the Chief Operator (CHOP) of the net listed below about participation, schedules or information. 
It 4s requested that a S.A.S.E. be enclosed for reply when you write.(CHOP's) volunteer their time - do not ask them to pay for 
postage. Phone numbers (Twisted-Pair) are included in case you wish to call by same. Please call any errors in listing to our 
attention without delay. Schedules will only be published every 2nd or 3rd issue of the Journal depending on changes. Data 
far changes during the past period preceeding the new Quarterly hill carry corrections and changes our schedules. W.A.5B. 


eee! TR Oe eee eee eee Poe e eee ee eee eee 


Please do not handle Society business on Society Nets. It goes without saying that 'PROFESSIONALS" operate the SOWP nets, 
hence we should be mindful at all times to conduct our operations as an example to others. We have built a fine reputation in 
our field so lets keep it that way. Thank you. 
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Dedicated to Wireless & Radio Telegraphers - the World Over sums 


Changes... 
Amateur Calls 


CHANGES IN CALL LETTERS REPORTED BY MEMBERS 


MEMBER TH NEW CALL DELE 
NELSON, WILLIAM N6OPW WAGETH 
SOLANO BEACH, CA. 
FERGUSON, RAY D. N45OF WD4CEK 
FLETCHER, NC 
PARR, JOE R. N6CZ K7YUD 
VENTURA, CA 
MAIA, FREDERICK 0. w5y! W5UTT 
Oscar T. Harrison RICAMRIOM, | THs 
WALWORTH, FREDERICK N5ET K5CK 
DALLAS, TX 
BROWN 2 q 5 
"CHIEF OP"..Oscar T. Harrison W5QKU is an- : oT emacs LA te a na 
other of our very dedicated officers and 5 ? : 
members. He has headed up the SOWP NETS sei Wien IL womH dt 
for the last two years and has turned in a BARTHOLOMEW , FRED G. N7BL WA7VBJ 
superb performance for which we all owe him PARKER, AZ 
. large measure of thanks. Oscar and XYL DURKEE, KENNETH M. K60E K6JZR 
Nadean live in Spring Texas where their QTH pace 
is 422 Artesia, 77373. romain re gon Bias 
BERNADYN, WALTER P. W2PF W2FPM 
Oscar says that while sliding code over the MAHWAH, NJ 
air is fun - you really don't join a SOWP TAYLOR, COL. J. WESLEY WB5STSS WBSISK 
NET to handle traffic. You join it for a WICHITA FALLS, TX. 
reunion with your brother members all over {MEANS, PAUL S. WD4BKO WD4BYO 
the world... just to turn back the pages ROCKLEDGE, FL 
of time ... if you don't have a station, SMITH, MAXWELL G. K6HL K7DK 
why not buy a receiver and tune in ? It LAKEWOOD, CA 
will afford much enjoyment in listening to | COBURN, ERIC D. WD5CHA === 
your old shipmates. There is an inner glow NEDERLAND, TX 
of satisfaction of enjoying their company | GUNDERSON, LINDA W2LY W2CUX 
even if you are miles away. You really OLD BRIDGE, NJ 
don't know what your are missing unless you!MADIOL, ARNOLD WD8JIV =eee 
have ‘tuned in’ lately. GRAND HAVEN, MI 
NICHOLAS, FRANK W. WOVC W3GQM 
MANKATO, MN 
HIRSCH, RALPH M. K1iRH WAITIL 
WOODBRIDGE, CT 


ANDERSON, ELIZABETH L. VE7BIP/PA PA 
NOW ENROUTE INDONESIA (NEW QTH) 


SOWP 
‘QSO’ PARTY 


The Second Annual QSO Party held June 3-4 
1977 was such a success that we have decide 
to hold QSO PARTY NUMBER 3. It will be 
scheduled for the week-end of JUNE 3 & 4th ~ 
1978. This will allow for world-wide par- 
ticipation the party will run for the full 
48-hour GMT period. To commemorate the 
event, we will again issue Certificates to 
all members who participate. 


‘QSL’ & ‘Q’ Cards 


SOWP "QSL" & — CARDS 


QSL CARDS... Turn to Page 12 for prices and 
information on some of the most attractive 
cards used today. "Q" Cards - a real buy 
for correspondence. See Page 3. 


The last QSO PARTY held June 3 & 4th saw 
over 166 members participating in the 
event. All had a wonderful time and have 
many pleasant memories of the event. 


Suggested frequencies are 55 khz up from th 
low end of each amateur band. For members } 
with novice Licenses, it is suggested they ; 
use the middle part of each novice band. | 

: 


Exchange of information should include mem- 
bers 'Serial' as a minimum. Other informa- 
tion and 'rag-chewing' is optional. The 
call will be ....CQ SOWP. 


William (Bill) Willmot K4TF (VP PR & Chap.) 
will be the Party Coordinator and all sug- 
gestions should be made to him ASSAP. 


To keep Society operating costs down, mem- 
bers desiring a Certificate must include 
return postage with their log submissions or 
report. Additional information on the QSO 
PARTY will appear in coming issues of the 
SPARKS JOURNAL. The main thing to do now 
is to mark down and reserve this date for 
the "BIG" Party this coming Spring. 


If you wish to write Bill Willmot his QTH is 
1630 Venus St. Merritt Island, FL 32952. 
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"MY BROTHER IS A RADIO OFFICER ON A TRUCK” 


Historical 


Nearly @ years 8g0 our tirst President, 

started the SOWP CW NET from his station K6FO on the 
evening of Oct. 9th 1968. A handful of ‘old-timers’ check 
ed in that night but it wes the beginning of whet hes become 
Quite @ sizable organization. We think "Dick" or "AJ" es 
he was known fo many deserves great credit for starting « 
project that has brougnt ao much joy end happiness to so 
many members over the years. Our beloved "Dick" became 
e Silent Key, Oct. 9 1972. The SOWP NETS are ea living 
memorial to this very fine gentieman, 


it was Dick's idea thet while not a!! members hed emeteur 
stations, it would provide those who did with « time and 
spot on the dial for therm to egain contact sore of their old 
shipmetes and would let them limber up their CW fists 
once again, which he thought many would enjoy... end 
indeed they have. 


Some very mature thought hes gone into the ‘reason and 
purpose’ of SOWP NETS over the past years and we are 
pleased to bring you « bit of philosopty developed by Area 
Director "Pete" Fernandez -W4SM and Wm. C. "Bill" 


wilt - err PSA, we writ 
in” with Society objectives and purpose. it reeds as 
follows: 


SOCIETY & CHAPTER NETS 


‘Perhaps some of the members of the Society see our "Nets 
65 6 typical treffic handling medium. Nothing could be 
further from the truth. 


SOWP NETS, both Society and Chapter, were estab!ianec 
to provide 6 means whereby members with emeteur licenses 
could get together periodically for an or-the-air meeting 
and reg-chewing. Additionally, to provide non-erneteur 
members who heave receivers capable of copying “ham” 
bands, « chance to listen in and keep abreast of recent 
happenings of the Society, their chapters and members. 


Society/Chapter Nets, usually stert off with the Chief 
Operator (CHOP) or siternate making a general cal! and 
then sending out @ general bulletin consisting of the names 
of new members, changes of eddress, silent keys and 

other items of interest to the mernbers. Stations monitor- 
Ing are then invited to check In and make a few comments 
or to arrange with other stations checked-in to "OS”” for a 
"rag-chew' off frequency, it ia the one time and plece that 
members can be sure of meeting other members on the air. 


The SOWP net/s are social end fratemel nets. There ia no 
commitment on the part of anyone ( other than the Chief 
Operstor) to check-in regularly of at etl, However, mem- 
bers who heave the interest and the time are always very 
welcome. We hope all members wil! listen in occesion- 
ally, and when the spirit moves you, we hope you'll give 
the Chief Operstor a cell, You'll be glad you did, " 


em 
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STATION WGG - TUCKERTON NJ. Built in 1911 for trans-Atlantic) STATION NAA - ARLINGTON 

Service li bacams the holbad™ ot Geonen espionage during WW-1. Commissioned 13 Feb. 1913 (Howeth) with Fessenden equipment 
Commandeered by USN’ when caught 'red-handed' sending informa- (100 kw unit). At about this time a 30-KW Federal arc unit was 
tion to German subs attacking Allied shipping. Call became NWW_ j 2!S0 installed which proved more efficient. Radio "Virginia" as 
for Navy. Plant was demolished in 1955. the station was known was started in 1911. It was completed 

10 Dec. 1912. It was placed in official operation 13 Feb. 1913. 


' 
| 
(i 
Y 
( 
/ 
j 
i 
j 
to 
Y 
i 
j 
i: 
Y 
i 
! 
= / 
"TH 
i 
a) os 
a / 
=! 
at 
“Et 
i 
i 
i 
i 


serene " 
Wau tT dear Oy 


(a0 issomeew P.. 


mh 


i ————— — . —=_—— 
hl eed lls hieestclaeee lO 1 
wie Tt a —_—_e_—_—oCoO rf 

> Sia a ay big %. 


7 —- " _ ema os = PE bree 
COASTAL WIRELESS STATION "WCY" Cape May NJ, operated 
by American Marconi Co. (They took over station from UWT in 
1911. Semi-Verticle atnenna is typical of many UWL installa- 
tions of the period. This station was built about 1909. Thanks 
toE. G. Raser. 35-SGP (SOWP) 


RADIO "AX" American de Forest Wireless Telegraph Co. Station 
on the "Million Dollar" Pier at Atlantic City NJ. Popular with 
ship operators 1907-1911. This was before Radio Law of 1912. 
From Historical collection of Ed. G. Raser 35-SGP (SOWP). 
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NBA, DARIEN, 1928. NOT MANY HAVE SEEN A NAKED ARC. THIS IS THE 
FEDERAL 14% KW WHICH PUT 284 AMPERES INTO THE TRIATIC AND HAS 
PROBABLY BEEN HEARD BY ALL THE OLD TIMERS. ON DECK IS THE 
POULSEN 'THING' WHICH WAS REMOVED SHORTLY AFTER THE PICTURE 
WAS TAKEN. TO THE RIGHT OF THE ARC WE SEE THE CONTROL PANEL 
END VIEW. THE SHEET IRON MAGNET COVERS HAD BEEN REMOVED TO 
ALLOW REPLACING OF THE PIPES CARRYING THE COOLING WATER FROM 
CHAMBER AND DOOR TO THE SPILL FUNNEL ON THE ARC BASE. 


NBA, BALBOA, OPERATING POSITIONS LOOKING NORTH IN THE GLASS 
ROOM. FACING RECEIVER WAS THE MODEL RW, FINAL VERSION OF THE 
XW DEVELOPED BY COMMANDER WILLIAMS... IT WAS USED ON NSS AND 
THE SE143 VERY LOW FREQUENCY RECEIVER, NOT VIIBLE, WAS FOR THE 
NAS' ARCS. 


— 
4 


CONTROL DESK AT NBA, BALBOA IN MAY 1929. FOR A TIME I RELIEVED 
HAROLD CRAIG (SOWP 308-SGP) AS CONTROL OPERATOR, TWO TELE- 
TYPES ARE IN THE SETBACK OF THE WALL COUNTER - ONE TO PORT CAP- 
TAIN AND ONE TO PANAMA TELEGRAPH OFFICE. ON THE MEZZANINE WE 
HAD SPACE FOR SHORT WAVE SPECIAL OPERATIONS WHEN FLEETS WERE IN 
THE VICINITY ON MANEUVERS OR WHEN THE ARMY HAD A HOT-SHOT DRILL 
BEHIND THE GLASS PANELS TO THE RIGHT WERE THE SHIP OPERATORS 
(COMM'L AND NAVY CIRCUITS) THE LONG WAVE RECEIVERS FOR THE 
FLEET BROADCASTS, THE NSS CIRCUIT AND THE NAZ CIRCUIT TO MAN- 
AGUA WITH THE MARINE CORPS SANDINO HUNTERS. THE TELEGRAPH CIR- 
CUITS, 5 OR 6 OF THEM, CAME TO THE CONTROL DESK TO THE SWING- 
ARM SOUNDERS. 
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NBA, DARIEN, 1928. PHOTO FROM THE WATER-TANK HILL NEAR THE 
O-I-C's HOUSE. SMALL BUILDING AT LEFT WITH ONE WINDOW, WAS THE 
4h GOO VOLT 25-CYCLE MAIN TRANSFER LINE AND STEP-DOWN-TO-449 V. 
SUBSTATION. BEHIND IT IS THE POWER HOUSE. BEHIND THE FAR LEG 
IS THE OFFICE AND SUPPLY BUILDING. THE LARGE BUILDING WAS THE 
TWO-DECKER BARRACKS. NEXT IS THE OLD POWER HOUSE THEN BEING 
USED AS A MACHINE SHOP. AT FAR RIGHT ARE SOME OF THE SMALL 
HOUSES OF THE LABORERS, JAMAICANS AND BARBADIANS. GATUN LAKE 
IS IN THE DISTANCE. AT THE FAR RIGHT EDGE, THE LONG ISLAND 
MARKS THE TURNING POINT FOR SHIPS GOING INTO, OR COMING FROM 
THE GAILLARD CUT. 


ee ee ee ee I 


NBA, BALBOA, OPERATING POSITIONS, LOOKING SOUTH IN THE GLASS ROOM. FIRST RECEIVER, WITH A VOLTMETER SHOWING WAS AN SE1420 
(IP 5@1) ONE OF TWO AT THE COMM'L SHIP'S POSITION. NEXT POSITION WAS NAVY SHIP'S CIRCUIT. THEN FLEET BROADCAST POSITION 
AND, ON THE FAR BOOTH, NSS AND NAZ. THE CONGLOMERATION OF WIRES ON THE SLATE SLAB ON THE BULKIIEAD WAS BUILT (BY ME) TO 
REPLACE THE GREAT KNIFEBLADE ANTENNA GROUNDING SWITCHES THAT HAD BEEN MOUNTED ON THE WINDOW CASINGS. WHEN TROPICAL LIGHT- 
NING PREVAILED THESE SPDT SWITCHES WERE TO BE THROWN BY THE OPERATORS TO THE GROUND POSITIONS. TWO MEN WERE BURNED ‘BY 


LIGHTNING AS THEY HELD THE BLADES HALFWAY FROM GROUNDING, THE SEVEN ANTENNAS WERE CONNECTED TO THE TOP ROW OF POINTED 
BRONZE STRAPS - THE HORIZONTAL SLAB AT THEIR POINTS WAS GROUNDED. THE RECEIVERS CONNECTED TO TIIE LOWER TEN KLOCKS. FIRE 
FROM LIGHTNING WOULD HISS AND BUZZ FROM POINTS TO GROUND. PICTURES AND COMMENTS FROM COLLECTION OF M.G. "AB" ABERNATHY, 
SOWP - 1610-SGP (CURRENTLY TREASURER, STAR OF INDIA CHAPTER IV) "NBA" WAS INDEED A WELL KNOWN STATION AS ALL SHIPS OF THE 


WORLD TRANSITTING THE PANAMA CANAL WOULD FURNISH ARRIVAL TIME/DATE AND OTHER BUSINESS THROUGH THE "NBA" STATION. 
Page 19 
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REGENERATIVE RECEIVER SAVES SHIP 
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While many of us think there is no merit in the ‘older Type' of radios, let me be 
the first to disagree. Of course many improvements have been made and this 
is readily acknowledged. Something should be said about the old regenerative 
receivers which is worth remembering. 


The writer was chief operator aboard the SS Admiral Rogers at the time. We 
were es usual taking our trip to Southeastern Alaska and through what is known 
es the inside passage. 


On this perticuler day in 1927, we had aboard an old regeneretive receiver, a 
quarter kilowatt rotary spark transmitter and a two kilowatt Federal arc transmit- 
ter. Watch was being maintained on 600 meters as usual. The day was a very 


foggy day. 


The skipper had called several times for a ship's bearing report and this was ob- 
tained from the 1 earest coast station abie to render the service. it was promptly 
reported to the bridge with a curt thanks in reply. 


Soon |! heard a carrier on the receiver caused by the radiation transmitted by the 
receiver of an oncoming ship. She was dead ahead of us In the narrow straits. 
| called her and got her position and notified the bridge. The skipper said she 
was e ‘long ways' away. |! knew though that she could not have been over a 
mile distant as this is about the limit of transmission during the day by other 
receivers. 


Soon the signal became louder and louder. ! notified the bridge that she was 
near us and received the reply that this was impossible. Impossible or not, her 
signe!s were getting stronger all the time. Finally | called the bridge again and 
told the skipper that she was very very close. She was so close in my mind, 
that | ran out on top deck to see if | could see her. The engine room bells start- 
ed ringing. The fog horn which had been blowing gave several blasts and in the 
fog | could see the bow of the approaching freighter. It looked to me that she 
was within fifty feet of us, and it, of course, might heve been a little further. 
Both ships veered to the right and we missed each other by what looked like 
twenty-five feet. 
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The regenerative receiver did something which modem receivers will not do and 
this is the point of the article. 


To show how important this was and to what extent even the captain of the ship 
appreciated the information, | saw the cabin door to the radio shack on top deck 
Open and the captain wes there. All he said was ‘thanks old sparks. just thanks 
@ lot.’ 


JANUARY 1978 


WED THU FRI SAT 


4 5 6 7 
11 12 13 14 


This to me was an indication as to how important a contribution these old regen- 
erative receivers made beck in 1927 were, and | wanted all you newcomers to 
radio to fully appreciate the circurnstances. 


Adios and good sailing. 
G.S. Vergeer, 2422-P, W7TK 
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Lest 2 New M. First Q. Full M. 
-31 Sth 16th 24th 


The pen sketch above is the one you will find imprinted on your 
1978 calender, already mailed to all members , except of course 
that the picture and calendar is in color. We think you will bring 
back nostalgic memories of days not so long ago when the BIG 
SHIPS could be found on all sea-lanes of the world. In case 
your calendar does not reach you, send SASE (24 cents) stamps 
only and we'll mail another first class - as long as they last. 
The Society's name, address and 'logo' are also imprinted on 
the calendar but not shown above. We hope you like it. 
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A copy of the "LOG" made by member Wm. C. Gerlach, W68G (Ex 6GE), Charter 

Member 104-SGP(S). "Bill" recorded this account of the SS Alaska's emergency 
some 55 years ago. Who was the operator on duty at KPH at the time? We would 
like to know. 


AUGUST 6, 1921 
9:28 p.m. KPH tells NPG BK SOS QRK for WWS (WWS was American S.S. 
"ALASKA") 
NPE Can you raise him? KPH 
GA position, al! copy WWS 
NPE-KPH You got his 8 PM Report? 
QRN again K 


9:34 p.m. KPH calls WMP ("MATSONIA") Says get WWS. Also says to 
WWS QRN K Heavy QRAN 
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GERALD S. "GERRY" VERGEER 2422-P (W7TK) 


"Gerry'"was assigned the SS Admiral Rogers/WGE 1927 

SS Admiral Evans/KICZ, etc. Note the "Natty" uniforms 
we wore in those days on the Admiral Ships. Gerry's 
first amateur station was 8BGR in 1925. QSP to SOWP 
by Ernie Wilmshurst. 


9:40p.m. WTO ("EL SEGUNDO") See if you can raise a close - KPH 
WWS - GA QR de KETX ("GEORGINA ROLPH" 


9:43 p.m. WWS de KPH SOS SOS SOS All Ships try get WWS on Blunts 
Reef SOS SOS SOS Anyone near Blunts Reef go assistance 
WWS WWS on rocks 
Get WWS in distress - KPH 


Ss 


Se 


WAVE TRAIN 


9:45 p.m. WMJ ("ERNEST H MEYER") S S WWS on rocks Biunts Reef 
go his assistance, try get in communication, How far away you? KPH 
OK Try him. Try WTS ("COL E L DRAKE") 


Tug "HERCULES" light for Astoria will be Blunts Reef early to- 
morrow Would suggest advise him she carried Radio 


QAT- SOS 
NPK - Break SOS - KPH 
Pis get someone after WWS he's on Blunts Reef Someone north 


says WTS close 


10 p.m. NPG broadcasts following message: 


Steam Schooner "MUKILTEO" towing Barkentine "ELI" left San* 
Francisco twenty third for Puget Sound Has not been heard of since. 
"SNOHOMISH" leaves today to search for her Please broadcast a 
request for all ships to keep on lookout for her and advise "“SNO- 
HOMISH" of any information that may be gained as to her where- 
abouts or whether she has been sighted since leaving San Francisco. 


WH. o. Seer, 
Founp on AN ENGINEERING BiLLBoarep 


Univ. of. CALIF. BeekeLen, 
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A Problem in Distances 


BY: LESTER BACHMAN 


A PROBLEM IN DISTANCES 


Let me tell you a story of how e desperate message - 
flung all the way around the world because it couldn't 
go 8 distance of six miles - siphoned o group of 
American lives into safety frorn the chaos and law- 
lessness entwined In a military invasion of Eastern 
Africa and eventually pressured a srnal! fragrnent of 
New England into playing an active part In this ac- 
complishment. 


It began on May 5, 1936, with the mechanized might 
and supporting eir fleets of the Italian military forces 
seizing the city of Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. The 
brave Emperor, Haile Selassie, and his ancient king- 
dom were taking @ beating. His Abyssinian troops, 
most of them I!!-trained end equipped with tittle more 
than rifles ond spears or other outmoded weapons, 
made no match for the overwhelming powers of the 
Fascist Dictator, Benito Mussolini. 


Some eight or twelve hours earlier, tension and ex- 
citernent had already gripped the personnel of the 
American Legation in Adais Ababa. Within rooftop 
visibility, the clanking tanks of the invaders chewed 
along the metal-bedded roads or slopped about in the 
early monsoon muds outside the metropolitan eres. 
Bomberdments frorn aircraft, skirting a low cloud 
cover, rattled window panes in the city and shook the 
ground as they clobbered scatterings of the defending 
tribesmen. Torches borne by querrilla forces fired 
building after building while sporadic rifle shots 
echoed in the streets. 


In Washington, Secretary of Stete Cordell Hull re- 
ceived the first alarms. Learning by trans-Atlantic 
cable and tolephone connections of unexpected Ethi- 
opian bandit attacks against the American Legation, 
he quickly recommended that Minister Cometius 
Engert and his steff evacuate the American premises. 
Then the tines went dead. 


Minister Engert, while feeling that abandonment of 
his post should be taken only as 4 last resort, elmost 
immediately discovered the Legation wes, in fact, 


now under unknown depths of siege. At hand, there 
were only a few rifles, pistols, shotguns and speers, 
supplemented by one sub-machine gun by odd coin- 


cidence of Italian manufacture, brought in by a police- 


man who nag fled to the compound shelter. Obvi- 
ously, although they could fight off marauders for a 
Spell of time, outside assistance was direly needed. 


Six miles away, in nearly an opposite side of the 
city, the British Legation carried similar overtones 
of worry and anxiety. Sut unlike the Americans, 
perhaps learned by years of dominion rule, they heid 
some defensive strength. in addition to o regular 
diplomatic staff, a tote! of about 150 battie-trained 
Sikh Infantrymen, outfitted with modem weaponry 
and the mobility of heavy trucks, quarced the facility 
@round the clock. For final insurance, the Gritieh 
8|s0 operated a reliable radio circuit linking them 
with London vie Aden. 


On the other side of the earth, In Luzon island in the 
Philippines, | was on duty at Radio NPO, 


Los Banos, situated in dense jungle 50 kilometers 
south of Manila, was a plentstion-like outpost plunk- 
ed down in a small clearing of bamboo thickets, ban- 
yan trees and palm growth bordering a hugh lake in 
Laguna Province. Here, a half dozen buildings 
sheltered the working and living spaces for 35 radio 
operators manning 8 communications contro! station 
serving all of the Far East. 


Despite its serene surroundings, Los Banos enjoyed 
only questionable periods of peace. For months, it 
had clung to postures of defense against Sakdalista 
guerrilla armies entrenched in nearby hills and strik- 
ing repeatedly at American or Philippine military 
forces. Reason enough that we worked, ate and 
slept with Colt .45's or submachine guns within 
quick grasp. 


Here, then ~- as in other places - the Addis Ababa 
message that was to go around the world would liter- 
ally squeeze over obstacles by sheer fortune, 


Normally, | stood radio watches as @ "mux man" 
6 title eamed by code radio operators handling high 


speed machinery keying dots and dashes at several 
hundred words per minute. My circuit ran roughly 
5,000 miles to NPM, Honolulu. Nevertheless, at 
times of ideal radio atmospheric conditions, | could 
reach beyond this location by using unique electronic 
arrangements at Hawail and San Francisco making 
possible the instantaneous exchange of communica. 
tions with NSS, Washington (Arlington, Virginia). 
This wes called the "RB" or re-broadcast system, 
spanning well over 12,000 miles. 


Although Los Banos manned many circults, only one 
other radio position was close to my working area. 
This was the post of the "float man" - an operator 
assigned to holding fixed schedules with various 
other geographical points having only occasional 
message traffic. All extra duties therefore fell on 
this ernployee and through his desk the Addis Ababa 
messages were to flow into the Philippines. 


By late March, 1936 - worried over the Italian offen- 
sive which started in October, 1935, and stepped up 
in January, 1936 - the American State Department 
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decided to copy a page frorn the book of the British 
Foreigh Office. They would install an emergency 
radio circuit tying the United States Legation in Addis 
Ababa with Washington. Four radio operators, im- 
plemented with a truckload of electronic equipment, 
were hurriedly ordered into surface travel from the 
United States - by ship, rai! and roadways - toward 
the African destination. 


The project seemed simple, but presented difficulties 
From the very beginning, the Navy radio receivers in 
Virginia found problems in hearing the African loca- 
tion. Eager to make the Installation function prop- 
erly, the Washington offices solicited signa! tests 
with other Navy facilities in their sprawling commun- 
ications network. Thus it was Los Banos - experi- 
menting with selective antenna arrays - discovering 
the Addis Ababe circuit could be held In fairly good 
operation. Satisfied with the results, Washington 
then Instructed our Philippine site to “only work test 
schedules daily," adding that normal traffic was be- 
ing handled by cable and telephone across the At- 
lantic. 


As the situation did not at first seem particularly 
dangerous, neither the Gritish nor American personnel 
in Addis Ababe had apparently thought of monitoring 
the radio circuits of each other. Afterall, they were 
just that six miles apart, the city was served by re- 
Ilable telephones, and it remained only a matter of 
20 minutes driving distance by auto to either office. 


Coming on duty that day of May 5 (actually May 4 in 
the United States because of the Intemational Dete 
Line), the man | wes relieving reported the "AS" out 
of service and communications connected only with 
Honolulu. Since this was e standard condition and 
there was no traffic on the waiting hook, | watched as 
others of my seven fellow crewmen seated them- 
selves. 


Within a minute or two, the cacaphony of dot and 
dash codes gushing from the other circuits - whis- 
tling and screaming in varying fiute-like tones - 
dimmed into the background as we riveted attention 
on the African circuit. 


The Navy operator in Ethiopia, 6,000 miles over the 
horizon, had just rattled his key and reported - "Ail 
Cable and Telephone Communications Lost. Oura- 
tion Unknown," 


Our Los GBenos operator tlashed beck an acknowledge: 
ment and inquired, “What next?" 


Addis Ababa replied, "We have two long bulletins, 
one short one - all triple priority." 


"Go ahead, start transmissions," our men replied. 
With earphones draped over his ears, he started 
copying the snarling code signals thurxiering In loud- 
ly one moment and fading to whispers In the next. 


Ol! was on the fire, | thought, touching the key at 
my fingertips and asking Honolulu how my signals 
were being reed. When he replied they were strong, 
| then said in code, "Please RB me. Hook us into 
NSS, Washington ~ fast." 


The Honolulu operator came beck with @ query, 
"Traffic heavy?” 


"No," we tapped out, "It may be urgent." 
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Original drawing by SOWP Member John N. Muszynski, 1618-V of Orlando, FL. 
of radio shack aboard the S.S. BENJ. BOURN/KEYX, circa 1945. "Nick's" call is WAVAR. 
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THS IS A HEL CR ATIME FoR \ou 
1 GET CtcKen fox," 


When the Hawalian facility answered, "Go - give me 
machinery signa! keying for cutover," | promptly 
threw in the automatic cal! tape equipment, knowing 
Honolulu was starting the re-broadcast of my signals 
to alert Frisco and Washington. 


The Addis Ababa operator was now chattering out in- 
teresting information, our Los Banos man smashing 
@ typewriter keyboard as he copied the words: 
"Triple priority May fourth ten AM. First attempts 
gin access Legation made early today. Aifle fire 
peppering back yard where Mrs. Engert and Spencer 
standing. Unfortunately es earlier moming quiet 
staff member by car to Seventh Day Adventist hos- 
pital two miles distant having infected hand one 
radioman attended. Oue hazardous journey took 
with him Chief Radioman, my chauffeur, two native 
Legation guards, five rites. Two newspapermen 
end Ou Barrier left 6:00 AM try locating Italians 
therefore depleted garrison. Bandits likely watch- 
ing during night concluded plece practically evacu- 
sted. Native servants and cook using revolvers, 
Speers, swords held off onsiaught until rest of us 
with rifles and shotguns made greater show of nurn- 
bers than expected." 


A eg this message was coming in, Honolulu called 
» "Ready with Washington/Arlington RBS. Go 


aaanioaeh s 


"Right," | Hlashed back by hand key, “Triple priority 
traffic follows. The above message, punched cut 
on high speed tape with a typewriter-like keyboard, 
whizzed through the AB linkages Into Washington 
even before our Los Banos operator had copied more 
than a couple of lines in the second bulletin. 


"Triple priority May Fourth Part Two. Staff car got 
beck safely reporting natives probably heard rumors 
city would be occupied. When nothing happened 
they took edvantage of respite continuing depreda- 
tions. White flags now flying on most houses. 
Buildings still ablaze. Random firing continues. 
Employees of Seventh Day Adventist hospital! well 
and require no assistance. One messenger report- 
edly killed enroute here. Has Department any in- 
oat on progress of Italian forces (Question 
rnark)," 


( CONTINUED ON PAGE - 28 ) 


\\ 
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2661-P 

FARRIS. ROBERT L. (Bob/Norine E.) 
To44 Ta Cresta Divd. 
El Cajon, CA 92021 Aug. 26, 1977 
Phone: 714/447-2979 
FS: USS Louisville (CA 28)/NIFT 
AMATEUR: WDOANO 
QSP: Earl Baker 1442-yv 
hoo 2-M (Corrected Capy) 


SMITH, RICHARD W. (X7* ) 

615 Main St. Aug. 27, 1977 
Roseville, CA 95678 

Phone: 916/785-7293 


PS: 1961 - Philippines (San 
tieucl7NPo_ 


TEUR WH “LR: WHGOZWC 
QSP: John Eiwood,396-V 


ooooDpaceoo 


Welcome Aboard! 


NEW SOWP MEMBERS — WE WELCOME 


YOU 


Box $10 Aug. 29, 1977 
Philomath, OR 97570 

Phone: 503/929-3971 

FS: 1955 - US Forest SVC Stn. 


(Cascadia, OR) 
AMATEUR: W7EPI 


QSP:Vern Dourg, 1020-P 


2664-V 
CARTER, HWAROID W. (Hal/Eunice) 
T12-h thestnut St. PO Box 62 


Lynnfield, MA eaeres 


The Staff and members of our wonderful organization take great 
pleasure in welcoming the following members into the Society 
and look forward to meeting you at Chapter reunions or in the 

. . 2 Millbrae, CA 94030 
pages of our publications. A wonderful comaraderie and close Phone: th /692-4655 


2654-V 

fellowship bind members in a brotherhood of cordial geneality } FS: 1947 - USN ~ NAS FL 
f 
la 
t 
j 


DAVIS, MADISON A. (Mad/Rita) 


540 Hemlock Ave. August 12, 1977 


and companionship enjoyed by few organizations. While the AnATEUR: WON TT 

preservation of the history of the wireless mode of communica- sl 
tions is our dedicated purpose, it also permits us to fraternal- 

ize and enjoy contacts with friends and shipmates of days gone 
by as well as meeting those we have heard about but never had 
the opportunity of Knowing before. May your cruise with us be 


2655-V 

MAMILTON, EVERETT. LEE ( Rocket/Joan) 
Freeman Kd., Eaton Rapids, MI 

48827. Phone: 517/663-1295. 


2665@V 
BANDAZIAN, JACK (Jack/Grace) 


FS: 1943 - USN-Mougainvil le/NGN BO Woodvate Reaa, 
& happy one. '73' (Much SoPac experience). oodvale Road, Glen Rock, No 


William A. Breniman - President. AMATEUR: K8CDM. Join net ? Yes. 07452. Phone: 201/445-7409 


TNote) X¥L Joan also ham ticket:WABVJB. 


"Rocket" is Sec. of Centre! MI amateur 


° Cluh and wife publishes "Scope" for saz ast 3 V. Bartow 2646-P 
Society of Wireless Pioneers, In cipamiaee 2e66-V 
-— 2656-M --- = E. ALLEN (*/Dolores) 


{ 
| 
i 
: 
H 
3 LOREN TED (LW/Toby) 
{ 
{ 
Se 
{ AS 
| 


PRANG , WALTER MH. (Walt/--) 3718 Tollgate Terrace, Falls Chu 


91 Bridgewater br. Oceanport, NJ ch, VA. 22041. T: 703/750-1311 
307757, Phone: Uni. FS 1942 TWA (IDC R/O flying 


2645-SGP Fs: 1953 — SS _URUGUAY/WMCM 


for ATC US ARMY). Call. Var. 
WADE. STANLEY FE. (Stan/Mary Ann} AMATEUR: WallGZ. Join net 2 KF. Me Bn pcg gO 


>alem Dr. 5 : . Man nm - 2562-V : 

New Members TOs: iS Sel hy Se QSP: Lloyd Il. Manamo 5 SP: Joe Robichaud/1356-V 
Phone: 602/953-7014 2657-V vata Vv 
ES: 1922 SS City of Rockland/ / MILBURN, WILLIAM L. (Bill/Vivian BROWN, JOE_H. (Joe/Barbara) 
KRI iLtaker Aug. 22, 197% Sierra Ave. Riverside, CA 


AMATEUR: _W7PD 


QSP: QsT Corpus Christi, TX 78412 92505. Phone: 714/687-8632 


Phone: 512-991-1741 FS: 1948: ATC/Travis AFB & Hick- 
FS: ee - USS Blue DD 387/NEKK am_ AFB HI as Transport R/O. 
AMATEUR; WB6REG. Join net ? Yes. 


Rabe ee 


QSP: N.F. 


» 
— ——~ Ee. (*/Frances) 
2 airy d. Rydal, PA 


19046. Phone: 215/885-5946 


2637-P 
METCALF, ROMERT C. (Hhon/pORTS) 


4112 Sanguinet St. Fort Worth, TX 76107 
Phone: 814/737-4795. 

FS; 1933 - USS WEST VIRGINIA/NEDJ 
AMATEUR: WSHQL. Join net ? Later. 

QSP: "QST”" Listing. 


2646-P 
BARTOW, WILLIAM V. (Bill/Ann) 
TiS Gaynor Tl. 
Glen Rock, NJ 07452 
Phone: 201/444-1885 


FS:_1953 SS Minnequa(Spark )/KIVii 
IMATEUR: W2DJY 


QSP: Virgil Hawkins 


2658-M 
10» (Tom/*) 
x le Aug. 22, 1977 
APO San Francisco, CA 96311 
H 3963 — NCS-Philippines/NPO 


2638-¥V 
SCRANTON , RONALD A. (Sparky/Sally) 


arc 


: "UR: WA2CIK & WBSEPM 
Join net ? Yes. 
QSP: Otto J. Goohs/198-SGP. 


2% 4 1964/USS Maddox 
OSP: SOHN N. ELWOOD 


| 

2659-V 2669-M 
{ 
{ 


1311 East Thompson Ave., Noopeston, TL 
60942. Phone: 217/243-7259 

FS: 1941 - Ft. Knox KY HQ. Co. 13rd 
Armored Regt./ GAG (Many overseas anaigr 
ments). 

AMATEUR: -- QSP: Claude W,. Sheets 
444-P. 


2647-SGP 

—- WILBUR 
im St, Aug. 5, 1977 
Saco, ME 04072 

Phone: S091 38 -5269 

NRJ 

AMATEUR: WIBTG 

QSP: A.C.B. Havens 795-SGP 


(Will/*) 


I . 
mte Carlo Rd. (Mike/ 


HAE Ag (mor tne) 
mr. 


St. Paul, MN 55113 Jacksonville, FL Geraldine) 


Phone: 612 2/484-5096 Phone: 904/724-2481 Sept. 6,1977 


FS: USS LSM 438 


2639-V 


PIERRARD , WILLIAM E. (Bill/Patricia) 


720 Kindred Lane, Tichardson, TX 75080 
Phone: 214/234-4755 

PS: 1944 St. Maria, Azores/WYSZ 
AMATEUR: K5JHP. Join net ? Yes. 

QSP: Jack McNulty, - WA5SOKA/2015soOWP. 


FS: 1959 - Patrol Sqd. 44 (VP44) 
orfolk/6S5 


2648-P ) AMATEUR: WOATIRG 
VOLZ, ESMOND K. ("EZ"/Norma) 

2 Morningside Dr. Aug. 8, 1977 
Palm Harbor, FL 335565 
Phone: 815/937-0212 
FS: 1928 ~— US Dredge Fort Gage- 
St. Lovis, MO/W 
AMATEUR: W4WTW 


SP: Clarence W. Mulligan 


2660-M 
WILSON, ROBERT C. (Bob/Carol) 2670-P 


— Tox 1018-8 WALDEN, ALLAN C. (Allan/Edna) 


Biti Dart Ave. vr. E. Sept. 6,1977 


‘ Shshenees AL 99507 Aug.24,1977 
Agel 907/349-5120 
1951 - SS North American/ Phone: 505/296-8038 
ae ee FS: 1939 Scottficld, IL/AACS- 


Albuquerquc, NM 87109 


2640-M 


WELCH, DALE ¥. (* /xx) QSP: O.T. Harrison & Charles M. 


{ 
/ 
: 
: 
j 
} 
: 
} 
{ 
| & 

2955 Euclid Avenue, Concord, CA 94519 fo ee 

Phone: 415/685-7364 | 2649-6 
j 
: 
t 
i 
{ 
‘ 
( 
{ 
t 
/ 
| 
f 
} 
} 
: 
| 
{ 
j 
{ 


AMATEUR: KL7ISA 
QSP: James Shively & C.W. Sheets { AMATEUR: WSPGV 


> Willig C. Willmot,784-V 
FS: 1959 - USN Radio Station 785 : e 
Wahiawa — NPM. 

AMATEUR: N6DW. Join net ? Yea. 
QSP: Robt. K. Pirie, W6O)D/ 597«P 


(John/* ) 
Aug. 8, 1977 


RFD 3, St. kt. #7 
Glouster Village, Ol! 45732 
Phone: 614/767-2622 


2641-P 
MORTENSEN, LoROY W. (Mort /Hazel} 


j 

: 

f 

i 

3 

‘ 

i 

5 

i 

| 

{ 

; 

j 

j 

ADA | > 
AMATEUR: WSOUS_ Gu eo 
3675 West 23rd Ave., Vancouver, B. C. QSP:; Russell 1. Menegat 
Canada VGS 1K6. Phane: 604/228-8394 ; 
FS: 1938 SS STADACONA/VGJIN. 
AMATEUR: VE7JKM. Join net ? Yes 
QSP: Wm A. Filtnese & NJ. Smith. 4 
| 
j 


2650-SSGP 
DE S_HENR 

yrre ve. (x/Ethel) 

Blackburn 3150 Aug. 8, 1977 
Victoria, Australia 

2642-V ; >. da a 


FORGRAVE, MUSSELL S. (Dusty/Jeanne) 


169 So. Westgate Ave., Columbus, OH 
43204. Phone: 614/279-3694. 

FS: 1941 ~ SS WASHINGTON/KUCH (Tesus Co 
Tanker). 

AMATEUR: WBRNZ. Join net ? Yea. 

QSP: AANP Listing/write up by Herb 
Scott - 1976. 


POI-VIL 
SUR: None 
QSP: John Elwood 


2651-V 

LA, ANTIION 

196: Mi ts (Tony/ 

Wantagh, L.I. Phyllis) 

New York 11793 Aug. 9, 1977 
. y SAN 


26435-M 

MORGAN, TOMMY Hl. (X/*) 
Tscac vatrant 

Gen. Del. 

Galveston, TX 77550 
Phone: 715/765-6152 


FS: 1975 USCG Commsta(Kodiak)/ 


AMATEUR: None 
QSP: NF 


SUR: W2t 
QSP: QST 


2652-P 

ONORATI. ALBERTO (X/Silvia) 

OO130 Roma Via Macrobio, 13 

P.O, Box 12058 Belsito Roma Italy 
Phone: 06-343483 August 11, 1977 
FS: 1926 - SS Bologna/J Ty 
AMATEUR: 19 OAL 

QSP: Mario Pieri 1987-P 

2653-V 

LEVINE, SEYMOUR (Sy/Ruth) 

124 Dale Dr. Aug. 10, 1977 
Oakdale, NY 11769 

Phone: 516/589-0155 

FS: 1944 ~ 395th Sig. Corps (Aviation 
Group) Kitty Nawk NC 


AMATEUIt: WE2HCC 
OSP: John Fleond 


2644-M 

HOLLOWELL. ARTHUR L. 

PAS) Rosewood Ave. 

Warwick, R.I. 02888 

Phone: 401/781-4554 

FS; 1941 - USN, NAS QUON N 
AMATEUR: WIDNP 

QSP: Herbert F. Spenard 1754-P 


\l 


You ASK HIM FoR A WBE IF YoU WANT To. 
I'D RATHER DE Fiesr! " 


LE Srv Or y® 
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2671-P 
SE ITER, THEODORE (Ted/Rose) 
P.0. ox 1170 ue 6, 1977 
ae Harbor, NY 1965 
Phone: 516/725-2767 
FS: 19355 - R/O 258th Field Art— 
i ery arious 
MATEUR: Wot’. 
QSP: Max Jacobson/WsDUG 
_ 
2672-P 
MORAN, JOUN P. 
11 Robert Place 
Asbury Park, NJ 
07712 Sept. 9, 
Phone: 201/495-3988 


(Pat/Charlotte) 


1977 


FS: 1931 - USN R/S Boston/NAD 
EUR: WolM 

QSP: LLoyd Nanamon, 2562-V 

2673-M 

ALONSKT, ADOLPN E. (X/*) 

S924 NE. Ist Ct. Sept. 9, 1977 


N. Miami, FL 35162 

Phone: 305/652-5209 

FS: 1970 ~- USCGC Cook Inlet/NYLY 
AMATEUR: None 

QSP: Paul D. Blecher, 2278 


2674-V 
FETZER, ROBERT J. (Bob/Margie) 
T1000 West Road sent. 9, 1977 


Redwood Valley, CA 95470 


FS: 1943 - SS Pennsylvania/WKCV 
HATE WOYBZ 
2675-P 
STEWART, CHARLFS F. (Charley/ 
Rhys Ls ox BO5-1 Bessie) 
Astoria, OR 97105 Sept. 12, 1977 
Phone: 3525-1447 
FS. 1926 - SS Point Sur/KUKD 
AMA TER: WALT 
QS ohn A lee 
Tet etd 
2676-M 


RICHARDS, JAMES FE. (X/fernice) 
To Neb Mall lal. Sept. 1977 
Chatham, MA 02635 

Phone: 617/945-3577 


PS; 1957 ~ USCGC Cook Inlet/NYLW 


ic, 


KIGRM 


CUR: 


2677-P 

STEVENSON, PAUI M. (Steve/ 

‘ lickory St. Phyllis) 
Waukogan, IL 60085 Sept. 12,1977 


Phone: 512/623-4416 

FS: 19350 - USS Schenk/NEMG 
MATEUR: WBROUAD 

QSP: Jon -lwood 

2678-V 

STEVENSON. PHYLLIS Be (Phyl/ 

1556 Hickory St. Paul) 


Waukegan, IL 60085 Sept. 
Phone: 312/623-4416 

FS: 1941 - A/F HQ(Melbourne 
Australia)/vVN 
AMATELR; 
QS: John 


2,1977 


WHOUAR 
Llwood 


2679-V 

COLEMAN, JOUN . (Johnnie/* ) 
151 W. Harcourt St. 
long Weackh, CA Sept.14, 
90805 

Phone: 213/658-5644 

FS: 1942 - M/S Olympic/WwEFZ 
AMATEUR: WOSJT 

USP: Ray Furlong, 904-V 


2680-SGP 
JAMES W. 


1977 


COMMR.. (USN/Ret 


Ark} “ne ree A/*) 
Silver Springs, MD 

20901 Sept. 14, 197 
Phone: 301/JU5-7607 

FS; 1920 - USS Leary(DD158)/ 
NAT. 

AMATEUR: None 

QSP; Willium B. Gould 
2681-V 
MOLIA. ROBERT BE. (Bob/Irma) 

‘ awndale Dr. Sept. 16, 1977 
Greenwood, IN 46142 
Phone: 317/881-7274 
FS: 1914 - AC DRN 45 Landed 


Samley 


ANATEL UR: Saar 


2682-P 

MARTIN, GERALD O, (Jerry/Jewell) 
9010 Ulive sep.t 17, 1977 
Fontana, CA 92555 

Phone: 714/822-1988 

FS: 1935 - USS Idaho/NUQQ 

Qs’: NG 


WPA) TUES LOLI NGG, 


MLV EIISY By ry Gen ter te viene 


2697-4 
MCGARY, JACK (x/Patricia) CORNETT,_JONUN A; (Jac/Karen) 


Tsay Minutemet Minutemen Cawy, Atp. 207, 
Cocoa Deach, FL 3293). Phone: 
th 83-1173. 

1924 SS SUDAWSONCO/KDP J. 
fare - No. 
os William C. Wilimot po4-v 


2684-M 
(i811 1/Kumiko) 


eet 2683-SGP 
; + USCGC ALERT, CAPE MAY, NJ 08204. 

: { Phone; NF. 

ty } FS: 1970 - USCG STATION NMN70 ( Chin- 
} coteaguc, VA). Presently assigned USCGC 
ALERT/NZVE. 

| AMATEUR: NO. 


QsP: 


MYERSON, WILTON P. NF. 


1907 & Dewert Circle Sept. 19, 
197 


Honolulu, HT 96818 977 2698-V 


Fs 190 BUS~435- 1021 CARROLL, THOMAS J. (Tom/xx) 

a7 532 LOOMIS AVE., CUYAHOGA FALLS, OHIO, 
AMATI IE RiloJd0 OM 44221. Phone: 216/929-4573. 
QS "3 OST PS: 1948 ~ U.S.S. STORMES/NKQT. 
2685-M AMATEUR: WAS7GL. Join net ? yes. 
JOUNSTON, ROWERT M. (Bob/Phyllis QsP: John N. Elwood. 
lh los-o Sept. 25, 1977 —__—_——H— nsnwn nk _<_=_  _—e_ 
Rothesay, N.U. 2699-V 
Canada FOG 2Wwo WYMUS | HENRY M. (ttank/Grace) 
» es: FeO 
eet ee en a em Kine/GNCK 100 JOYCE ROAD, HARTSDALE, NY 10530 
AMAT UR: VP lid Phone: 914/ OW3- 3061 
OSP: NI FS: 1942 ~ KADIO CENTRAL, WASHN. DC/ 

WAR, (Liste assignment as "Vint Hill 

2686-V Farm Station, Worrenton, VA) Also ser- 
FITZGERALD, LEON J. (*/Madeline) ved at Kagnow Station ETIJUSA Asmara, 


Kritrea, Africa 104 5-6. 
P.O. BOX 125, Bedford, Nova Scotia, 


EEE EE TE ERAT 


AMATEUR: WUD2GN/1960, Join Net? Yes. 
Canada - BON 1B0. 7T:902/835-2875 QSP: John X. Kiwood. 
FS: 1945 ~ Barkentine “CANCALAIS"/ SS — — 
TYPE (French). 
AMATEUR: VE1BQQ. Join net 7? Perhaps 2700-SENIOR-SGP 
QSP; Listing in QST Magazine. CUTTING, ROSS PF. = ("RC"/Mabea! 
ROUTE #2, Cleveland,Ga 30528 
2687-V Phone: 404/865-3516. 
JENSMA, GARRET C. ("GAR/M. ELIZABETH) FS: S.S. WESTRAN STATES/WED - 1912 


Also assigned 112 on tho S.5. St. 
Ignace (call forgotten); ALSO 1912 4 
1914 om SS ANNAINIOR 79 and from 1915 to 
1914 on SS ANN ARBOR 74 BbO, 
SOS/CQD'er: 1913 on the SS Ann Arbor 
#7) “ULT LSLANU" ( details requested). 
AMATEUR: Says hopes to have his 
amateur license ond station soon, His 
first Amateur atation used call “Mer 
back in 1909 [ Silicon & Mothers Oates) 
H: Pipe Organe. Writing. 

gse Listing in QST. 


10 BERRY PLACE, GLEN ROCK, NJ 07452 
T: 201/652-0736 

: 1942 - FT. KNOX (8th Armored Div. 
USA) Var. Calla. 
AMATEUR: WA2BVN. Join net ? Yes. 
Wm. V. Bartow 2646-P (W2DJY) 


(*/anna) 
CRESTVIEW ROAD, JOPPA, MD 21085 


Phone: 301/877-3669. EEE 

FS: 1943 = Radio Section 978 F. D. } 2701-m 

Battalion (European Theater). $ SCHWANDKE, JOUN A. (*/Virginia) 
—E——————E Ss 

AMATEUR: WIEXZ. Join net ? NF. 

QsP: John Elwood. 1515 LUCAS STREET, MUSCATINE, IOWA 


52761. Phone: 319-263-5645. 
FS: 1961 - USASA - KASSEL, GERMANY - 


nr 


2609-¥ CHANGED WEEKLY, 
SMITH, RALPH L._"Doc/Betty: j AMATEUR: WIMYRN. Join net ? Perhaps. 
412 POPLAR STREET, ATLANTIC IOWA QSP: QST Listing. 


§0022. T:712/243-3875. (0); 
712/243-5255 (H). 

FS: 12941 - U.S.S, TEXAS-NADV. 
AMATEUR: WOQUF. Join net 7 Yes. 
QSP: Amvets (Publication) 


2690-" 


NUEY, GARY N. 


P.O. Box 2762, JUNEAU, AK 99803 
Phone: 907/789-0338 

FSi 1970 - USC & GSS PATHFINDER/WTEO 
AMATEUR: KL7IYO. Join net 7 Yer. 
QSP: David F. Lihou ~ 2205-M 


is...  - «+. -*-= = 


SNYVER, ROUERT NH. (Bob/Miko) 


737 Lounsbury St. Honolulu, HI 96818 
FS: 1961 - NAVCOMSTA, SAN JUAN P.R, 
"NAU" 

AMATEUR: 
QsP: 


(Green Hornet/Rose) 


CENTURY CLUB 


While somewhat mythical, this is « 


KN6JFF - Join net ? very exclusive club of Society Members 


W. PP.» Myerson/2684-M, 


Later. 


Tt should porhaps bo called the "Mile- 
atone Club" or the "Knot-stone Club" 
as each member listed logs 4 measure o 
growth of the Society. We'll settle 
however for "JHE CENTURY CLUIt" as cach 
member represents a hundred new mom- 
bors havo joined tho organization 
since No. 1 (The Society's current 
President) founded the Society. This 
closely ‘knit’ group is so EXCLUSIVE 
however that the Founder and President 
is not eligible to join. Mere is the 
roster of members *hose applications 
‘jurt happened to ring the bell of 
another century as they crossed the 
desk registering in now members. They 
are, as follows: 


2692-4 
(*/-) 
CH 6612, ASCONA, 


MAIER, BRUNO 

Via DEI PIOPPI 22, 
SWITZERLAND. 
FUONE: 093/ 35 23 15 

FS: 1956 - MV/CRISTALLINA =~ HBDL 
AMATEUR: No. 

Qsi: ENIC WALTER -— 1536. 


3750 OARFISH LANE, OXNARD, CA 93030 
Phone: 805/985-2487. 


FS: 1943 - Div. Radio Chf, 60th Eng. 
path a ard Aray (Mos Radio 293 ( 1, peMBRRITT, LORIN Ge 
AMATEUR: WD6UMJ. Join net ? Soon as 200 RODINSON, ALFRED K. (0) 
ria ia vende. « 300 )- MELONEY, WILLIAM M. 
Q5P:. Listing in "QSsT*. 4OO LINDEN, BERNARD It, 
500s BARNAINET, ALLEN (COL,) 
G00 =DeMELLO, WILLTAM 
2694-P ‘ 
700 «JONES, WILLIAN I. 
BUG IRVINIL (Irw/ded) 800 GOLDWATER, SEN. MARKY (11) 
737 - 12th Street, MANHATTAN BEACH, CA 900  MaecLEAN, DONALD §. 
90266. Phone: 213/545-5970. 1000 «STAIIL, HARRY L. 
FS: 1935 --M.S. ASAMA/WDEZ. 1100 MOMUIEAD, DONALD 6, 
AMATEUR: W6GC. Join net ? Yes. 1200 WALSH, MICHALL G. 
PARCIPITATION: Volunteers any office he 1300) PONGK, JOS bh, 
can be of help. Moo ZAPFT, Aluenr 
QSP: Judge James Harvey Brown W6VH 1500 DRATHSCIIMIDY, CHARLES J, 
1600 DARMIAM, DARDAKA §, 
2695-M 1700 PAUL, WYLIE A. 
OLSON, AUGUST WM. ("Gus/Gloria") 1800 PORKSAN, NATHANIEL D. 
1202 GONZAGA CT. LIVERMORE, CA 94550 1900) UNINGGIILL, CHARLES R, Jk, 
Phone: 415/447-8510 wwo  WALCIOW, ANDKIM FP. 
FS; 1955 -- U.S.S. PASSUMPSIC/NHNB 2100) MERIIAT, RUSSRLL: Le 
AMATEUR: WNG6KHE. Join net 2? Later u2oo «=O SERREZE, VICrok C, 
QSP: Paul N. Dane - 2195-V. 2300) =KUMUEKA, JOIIN L, 
——— ~~ + tino: t S00 (Pen. Crone ¥, 
2696-SGP 2500 MERLING, EMERSON 
ORVIS, ORHL D- (Orel/Beatrice) 3600 MILLER, LT. KENNET V. (USMCR) 


27 CUTTING, KOSS F. 


WHO 727 will be No. 2800 2? Just stay 
tuned in to this same channel. 


238 OQUAGA LAKE, DEPOSIT, NY (RD-1) 
13754. Phone: 607/467-3408. 

FS: 1919 — S.S. LAKE LILLIAN/KXUI 
AMATEUR: W2MAB/1957. Join net ? Yes 
(Rarly license (2CBV)-1921. 

QSP: 


rt EA i tt A ts sR 


j 
| 
} 
L 
! 
a 


ED RASKH W2Zl & EARL KOR K2IC. 


mer 


meu mes) SR JE TOT EO Pa aT 


CT Tt In 


2702-P 


DOWD, ALFRED {al/ann) 


30 SUNSET TERRACE, WAYNE, NJ 07470 
PHONE: Php dah bier 

FS: 1932 - SS FRANCES/WODM. (17 other 
assignments to 1943, Later Bell Labs for 
25 years. 
AMATEUR: W2ARO. Early 2ARO0/1924 


QSP: Listing in QsT. 
2703-V 
LUSSIER, EDWARD J. (Ed/Gladys) 


Box 226, LAMPMAN, SASKATCHEWAN, CANADA 
SPC IND . Phone: 306/487-2538 

FS: 1940 - HMCS STADACONA/VGJN. 
AMATEUR: 
QsP: 


VESABA. Join net ? Yes. 
W.C. "Bill" Munday, 2250-¥ 


2704-P 

HASIL, COL. CHARLES ¥.(AUS/RETD) 

663 West 18th St., (Chuck/Alma) 
McMinnville, OR. 97128. T: 503/472-3358 
FS: - 1932 2nd Bn. 4th Inf. Reg't. Mis- 
soula, MT/Varied Monthly. 

AMATEUR: W7BYB/66. Early W7BVC/1932. 
Join net ? Yes. 
PARTICIPATION: 
QsP: 


Offers assist Membership 
Ralph Hazleton = K7AG = 11-SGP. 


2705-V 
CARTER, SIDNEY G. (Sid? Ded) 


786 West Olympic View Drive, Coupeville 
WA 98239. Phone: 206/698--4269 

FS: 1940 ALASKA A.C.S. (Alaska Com- 
munication System) Juneau AK/ WXA 
AMATEUR: W7D YM/1933 - Join net 7? Yea. 
QSP: George A. Onsum 474-SGP. 


{ 

f 

{ 

t 

{ 2706-v 

LEFFERT, PAUL W. (*/Velma) 

2404 OAK ST. BETTENDORF, IA 52722 
PHONE: 319/355-1728 

j FS: 1942 - 3rd Arm'd Div. Camp Polk - 
/ No. (Perhaps later) 
William C. Willmot 


2707-SGP 


JUDISCH, OSWALD F. ("Tex/Hetty") 


147 PLEASANT PLACE, KEARNY, NJ 07032 
PHONE: 201/991-0897 

FS: 1920 - S.S. BALDIIILL/KORV 
AMATEUR: WD2HDV. (Early W2CFG/1930) 
Join net 7? Yes. 

QsP; EARL Ww, KORF 


2708-¥ 


BRENNAN WILLIAM 
76 Chapman St. 
Rouses Point, NY 12979 
} Phone: 518/297-5665 
{ 


(Bill/*) 


FS: 1942 - Morrison Field (West Palm 
Beach, FL) /WZC 

AMATEUR: WB2IRB Join Net? Yes 

QSP: Sy Strauss, 826-¥ 


M 


2709-V 
REICHENDACH . RALPH K. (Ralph/Lin) 


180 ¥. Greenbriar Dr. 
Deerfield, IL 60015 
Phone: 312/945-6482 
FS: 1943 ~ AACS Station 
wrws 

AMATEUR: W9HGK Join Net? Yes 
PARTICIPATION: Correspondent & Awards 
Comm. 

QsP: QsT 


(P. I. Me.)/ 


2710-¥ 
CHILDERS. AUNREY A- (X/Winnie) 


5208 N. jist Road 

Arlington, VA 22207 

Phone: 703/536-3833 

" FS: 1944 - SS Richard 5. Elwell/KIET 
AMATEUR: W4FPO Join Net? Yer 

QSP: Irv Klepper, 1957-P 


2711-M 


SAVOLAINEN, JARI T. (X/*) 


SS 
Kivimiehenkatu 7 A 16 
SF-4510u Kouvola Finland 
Phone: Finland 951-21785 

FS: 1973 - M/T Tramontana/0GZb 
AMATEUR: None 


QSP: Journal of Finnish Radio Officers 
———_——_ MOS 
2712-¥ 
HARLEY ,_ HENRY (Hank/*) 
Box 25 Bellevue Tr. Pk. 
RR#2 Orleans, Ontario Canada KiC 1T1 
Phone: 613/824-3895 
FS: 1940 - RCAF Calgary Alta./VAR 
AMATEUR: VE3BR 
QSP: Arthur P. Stark, 1155-V 


HAVE 


YOU 


OBTAINED A 
NEW MEMBER? 


WLU PLS GLY SL Biv O/ Orr Os 7, Os 0 OL ASLO VOL AOLY 
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2727-m 


GRANSTAPF, WILLIAM F. (Bill/*) 
, ae es Box 7 

Princeton, KY. 42445 

Phone: 502/365-9735 


{ 
|! 
FS: 1970 - NAVCOMMSTA Philippines | 


New Members - continued 


2713-M 2720-m 
ZELICH, CARL S. (X/Barbara) ALLRED, FRANK C. (X/*) AMATEUR: WA4WMF 1976 Join Net? Yes 


QSP: Homer G. Wyatt, 645-M 

106 North Fairview Circle 

Tarboro, NC 27886 

Phone: 919/823-2321 

FS: 1977 - SS Delta Paraguay/WLGB 

AMATEUR: K4KCG Join Net? Now at sea. 

QSP: Harry A. MacLaron,1311-P 
Phone: NF 


2721-P 1941 -— Alaska Comm System: Signal 


{ 
! 
{ 
| 
d 
i 
( ys: 
FICKEL, LANDON C. (Pick/Thelma) Corps, USA (Seattle) /WVD 
( 
{ 


250 Diana Blvd. 

Merritt Island, FL 32952 

Phone: 305/452-6410 

FS: 1960 - Rosenheim, West Germany/ 
Classified 

AMATEUR: W40BR Join Net? Yes 

QSP: William C. Willmot, 784-V 
OO Oowm' 0 OT 


2714-V 


ECKERSLEY , JAMES H. JR. (Jim/Fern) 
2850 Greenbriar Ct. 
Reedsport, OR 97467 


Phone: 503/271-3841 


FS: 1945 - SS Alexander Hamilton/KUSK 
AMATEUR: WB7PGQ Join Net? Yes 
QSP: Oney Johnson 


2728-V 

TAYLOR, WINSLOW W. (X/*) 
P.O. Box 391 

Story, WY 82842 


172 Pleza Circle AMATEUR: W7LYA Join Net? CW only 
Danville, CA 94526 QAPF RanGas Bo. Sack RII9-P 


Phone: 415/837-4978 

FS: 1937 - City of Saginaw #31/WDCH 
AMATEUR: W6RDW.Also Listed: T18; 
VP9AG; KZ6LFT Join'Net? NF 

QSP: Vernon P. Bourg, 1020-P 


2729-P 


WILSON, RUSSELL A. (Russ/Pat) 


1235 Richland Rd. 
Calgary, Alta. Canada T2E SM5 


2722-V Phone: 403/276-2169 
FS: 1939 - Royal Australian Air Force 
2715-P BLAKEY ._ BLAKE CAPT (X/Barbara) (Wireless Air Gunner) /VAR. 
24446 Apple St. AMATEUR: VEGVK Join Net? Yes 
FOGETTI, HOWARD J. (X/Eda) Newhall, CA 91321 QSP: Benjamin Hassell, 1640-P 


Phone: 805/259-4505 & 259-5610 

FS: 1944 - USS Takelma/NWMF 

AMATEUR: W6NSK Join Net? Yes 

QSP: Lew Melbert,1568-P;R.A. Woodford, 
#1942. 


1901 Park Dr, 
Los Angeles, CA 90026 
Phone: 213/661-4189 


FS: 1919 - SS Salaverry/KEQX 
AMATEUR: W6WY Join Net? Yes 
QSP: James Harvey Brown 


2730-P 


HOOVER. WARREN P. JR. ("Paul /Ann) 


1310 Kim Drive 

O'Fallon, IL 62269. Phone:618/632-7934 ( rl \ rt) by HN 
FS: 1935 - CCC Co. 3753, Cassville ‘= 

Mo. (US Forest Service). => = 


AMATEUR: WQNMF & W5UIE/1951. Join 
Net ? After retirement. 
Note ~ Served in USAF at Goose Bay, 


Keesler, Clark, Griffiss, Scott, etc. Gil K 
QsP: Col. James E. Long Z ent eys 


2723-V 


PACKARD, ROBERT F. (X/*) 


Little Harbor 

Wareham, MA 02571 

Phone: 617/295-3468 

FS: 1945 - S/S Mobilgas/WOPY 
AMATEUR: WI0PK Join Net? Yes 
QSP: QsT 


2716-P 


BOLVIN, CHARLES J. (Chuck/Thelma) 
2210 S.W. 27th Lane 

Miami, FL 33133 

Phone: 305/854-5428 


FS: 1936 - Ft. Geo. Wright, - . ‘ 
vd Ret os AEC, Peake ANDERSON, COL. RAYMOND J. 988-SGP 


Sanh: abi ae New June 11 1977 W8IX 
QSP: William C, Wilmot ,784-¥ j 


AE et tt OE EO At Yt tt tt 8 tt tt tt Et Ne 


PLATT, JOHN E. (X/Dorothy) 

we 

7715 Kirkside Dr. Techni | j MORRIS, HEDLEY B. 195-SGP 
2717-P Alexandria, VA 22306 iCa July 15 1977 
BRADLEY, RICHARD P, (Brad/Margaret) Phone: 703/768-7971 

FS: 1940 - N.A.S. P la/NAS es oD « 
121} Hillside Terrace Teter mae latanetres Associates 2": victor x. 1178-scp 
Alexandria. VA 22w2 QSP: Sam Newman } July 25 1977* 
Phone: 703/84 G-Onplds : : 
FS: 1934 = Var ept. Radsta/WAR 
AMATEUR: WAWI 2725-M PENAZ, JOHN 1321-SGP 


QSP: Robert C. Surina,2514-P 


HWURD, PETER M. LT. COL. (Pete/Joan) TA-70 : Unknown K4HYW 
dD FRANKART, WILLTAM F. (Bili/Janice) 

2718-" 6425 Cygnet Dr. . « 
Alexandria, YA 22307 13201 Foirment Nay, Senta Ana, CA FRANCIS, CHARLES R. 456-S/SGP 

BEHAN, VICTOR LL. (Vic/*) Phone: 703/768-9535 SG703—, Chtnns . 790/S52-7078 ; Unknewn 

36 Elm St. FS: USAF Classified Operation RESUME: Chief Engineer, Mobile Coamun- 

Shelton, CT 06484 AMATEUR: NSS Join Net? NF ications Dvn, Dumont & Hammar Lund 1968 

Phone: 203/735-3194 QSP: Fred Friel bt tes oes Serhan racer ol gina iF PALMER, LESTER C. 995-SGP 

: = NAVCOMMSTA Balboa (Ft Ama- ; - ph Part ciao aa rece Yr~ted al 77 ; 

sé avaien . 2726-V¥ Chicago 1951-6}; Prior: Design of June 24 1977 W3IDJ 

AMATEUR: WBICEG Join Net? Yes Comm. Equipt. transformers, rcrs, test 

QSP: QsT nae GRANSTAFF, WILLIAM B. (Bill/Joan) equipt, SSB Xmtrs & Rers. Antennas for LOVEJOY, LOREN A. 442-S/SGP 

—— al Rt. 2 Box 7 CAA, Navy Sig. Corps. ; Sept. 23 1977 

Princeton, KY. 42445 Recently with Chromalloy America Corpn. . 

2719-M hates 502/365-9735 Monitron Div. to 1977. 

SINCLAIR, HERBERT. (X/*) FS: 1945 - Air Corps, Fresno, CA/VAR AMATEUR: WORAQ/73. Early WOKPD/1932. WERSEN, DAVID T. 228-SGP 


Join net 7 NF. Oct. 19 1977 K6CV 


F 4BTL i t? 
AMATEUR: WASBTL Join Ne Yes QSP: Harry H. Plumeau - W6RN. 


0. 4 Stn. 
P.O. BOx 13% Stn. A QSP: Homer G. Wyatt, 648-M 


Vancouver, B.C. Canada V&C 2N2 
Phone: 604/666-3493 or 604/733-2260 
FS: 1941 = R.M.S. Nagara/GMSQ 
AMATEUR: VE7VN Join Net? Not Now 
QSP: Jim Kitchin 


vA-78 SEWARD, FLOYD W. 602-P 
Aug. 25 1977* WB6STH 


LANGS , STUART HL. (Stu/Shirley) 
40575 Max DOr. = os 
Fremont, CA 94538 PEERY, HAROLD G. 2183-SGP 
Phone: 415/657-7991 Oct. 27 1977 

RESUME: 1969-Present. Electronics 
instructor; Fremont Unified School 
District, Duties include instructing = 
NOVICE classes in addition to regular Dec. 24 1976 # W5UV 
vocational electronics Tech. Program. 


AMATEUR: VA6GCB Join Net? NF 7 - 
QSP: John Elwood HARRISS, CAPT. ROBERT C. 890-P 
Nov. 21 1977 K6VY 


LANGHOFF ,” RUDOLPH 1084-P 


HASSLINGER, & 

28 WARREN PLACE, GLEN ROCK, NJ 07452 
MIONE: 201/447-1433. 

Our new "TA" sponsored by Milton Way Ws rt lwags Remember Them 
Sctwarts (Director, Elmo Pickerill 
Chapter) hes been closely associated 
with radio since 1922 when he had a 1Kh : - 
Spark with amateur call 2CVF. He ia 4 QUESTIONNAIRE 
charter member QCWA (#23. Bergur Co. 
R,A.C.E.S. officer 53/55; Organized and 


Baum Cfaital SJQ. (*) Approx. (#) Delayed 


Would members prefer detailed 


. first Pres. Northern NJ Chapter QCWA, resume such as appears in our 
° \ Organized and Chairman of NE States Summer issue re: Silent Keys ? 
~~ Conference QCWA Chapters. AMATEUR CALL P er 
7 this 15 your 
SS WeCVF. H: Photography, Sports. M:ARML Let us know if this ) 
QCWA. QSP: Milt. Schwartz. wish. 
— Ceennnnn eee 
id LL ————— 
TA-69 mils 
Y) a THESKEE, WIELIAM J. (ial /#) TIETZ, WILLIAM D.  TA-67 
se _ e 


172 + 7O tHiqhtand Avenue, Jamaica, NY 1175 Garner Avenue, Schenectady, NY 
12309. Phone: 518/393-1685. 

Sponsor A. Gs. Wentvel Jr. WYIX indica- AMATEUR: W2LYC/1939. Join Net 7? Yes. 
tes Mr. Trenkle han beenclosely ident} RESUME: 1922-25 Member 7ist Reg. NYNG 
ified with radio since the early Assignment HQ (Teaching code and 
1930's. ia AMATEUM STATION WORWA theory) to Comm. unit. 1943-69 With 
Station WJZ (Now WADC) as Engr. Supvr. 
(incl. Maintenance special equipt.) 
1945-48 Member AARS (tow MARKS). 

QSP: Frederick Walworth NSET 2189-P 


11432. Phome: 212/526-5179 


so 


was licensed in May 193}. Join met ? 
Yun. M: AML, QCWA A KCof America. 

ils Photography, Fishing, Golf Wireless 
& dio since 1922. 

PAKTICIPATION; Offers volunteer and 
ASSiSt: PAK, Eutortainment, Tvl Preact 
OSP: A.G. Wentzel Jn. WOK. 


TA-66 

ARFNA, CAPSAR FE. (X/Betty) 

2377 Pennington Rd. 

Trenton, NJ O8658 Sept. 21,1977 
Phone: weearaee 97-5079 

» At Join Net? Yes 
Qs; re ae oat Jr. TA-29 


‘WHEN You SAID THe WEATHER Reforr MENTIONED 
A HEAVY RAW, BuT THIS Is FOR THe BIRDS) " 


{ 
: 
| 
| 
} 
: 
E (Technical Associate) Reported since Summer edition 
| 
| 
l 


tee ee ee 
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and the Cunard liner Etruria were used. On 7th 
March 1904 the Etruria published the first Cunard 
Bulletin containing news wirelessed by Browhead. 
Publication was then made twice onlv on each 
round voyage. 

The Cunard liner Lucania, on the voyage from 
Liverpool commencing on 3rd October 1903, 
assisted in the inauguration of a printed daily news 
sheet on ships at sea through the ‘long distance’ 
wireless stations at Poldhu in Cornwall and Glace 
Bay, Nova Scotia, enabling news to be received 
throughout the voyage. As a result, in June 1904, 
the Cunard Bulletin became the Cunard Daily 
Bulletin. 
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is still being broadcast 


but one famous ‘Service’ is but a memory 


sroa STL 


Cunerd 
Dailp Beiletia 


KM, 


S. “ETRURIA," 
7th FEBRUARY, 100 


LATEST NEWS VER 
AGENCY. 


VIA MARCONI WIRELESS TELEGRAPIIY. 


REUTERS 


Venezuela question «till unsettled ; neyotia- 
tions discussing various proposals, which ap- 
pear satisfactory to either party ; meanwhile 
blockade continues. Castro intlicted another 
severe defeat on Revoliiionists. 

Senute postponed for a week for considem- 
tion of now.ination of Dr. Cram. 

Coal famine in New York seriously delaying 
departure of liners. 

Amerian wanhip going Amayula, Lon- 
duras, owing to indicutiors of a general con- 
Hagration in the Central Ancrican Kepublic. 

Tehmann, of Yale, awarded fint Rhodes 
scholarship. 

Roosevelt and Hay practically abandoned 
hope of Sense mitifying the Alaskan treaty 
owing to Cpposition of Senators---North and 
Wert. 

Brazil decided upon the military ceenpation 
of Acre. 

The Sultan of Morocco routed the Pretender 

King Edward confined to house since Mon- 
day by Influenza. 


= Canadian Paice 


ne a: auapuens cw wart abd 


ti aem ay 


wre Evo "4 


Wey ine (ae D STANDARD Fanon” 


” Your Threey 
With Hereb ive Hemne 


Above. The first experiment on the regular transmission 
of news for publishing aboard ship was from Browhead 
in Ireland to the Cunard liner Etruria. Shown here is the 
result of one of these early transmissions 


Right. A page from a Cunard Daily Bulletin of 1904 


In 1904 the transmission of news direct to ships 
from the Marconi station at Cape Cod, Mass, was 
commenced. 

In 1909 the Ocean Post made its first appearance 
on the ships of the Netherlands Merchant Navy 
trading to America and the Dutch East Indies and 
in 1912 other shipping companies established 
newspapers for their passengers including the Ocean 
Times on ships of the White Star Line and Wireless 
Mail on the Royal Mail Steam Packet, Union 
Castle and Pacific Steam Navigation vessels. 


Story Courtesy-__The Marconi “Mariner” & Thanks to VE3BOSJ 


A BYGONE SERVICE 


Final Shipress transmission brings to 
an end the era of ships newspapers 


(Continued on Page 26 ) 
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1972 
On Saturday 30th Septembeg the shore-to-ship news 


transmissions of Shipress, GTZZ, were discon- 
tinued by Wireless Press Ltd of London, It was the 
final chapter in a story which could trace its 
beginnings back to the nineteenth century and to 
Guglielmo Marconi himself. 


Peer aioe 


THE TRANSATLANTIC TIMES 
————- 
Vouume + Numone & BULLETING 


= Lgopm . —. First Signal received, 
THE THANSATLANTIC TIMES 66 miles trom ‘Needles 


The nrst occasion news trom the outside world was 
telegraphically received on board ship and pub- 
lished was 15th November 1899 on the ss St Paul 
of the American Line, when Marconi was aboard 
the vessel returning with his wireless apparatus from 


the United States of America. The ship was then 
within range of the Needles wireless station, Isle of 
Wight, which wirelessed to the St Paul news of the 
South African war. This news was printed on a 
single sheet entitled The Transatlantic Times and 
sold at one dollar a copy to the passengers—the 
proceeds being devoted to seamen’s charities. 

For the first experiment on the regular transmis- 
sion of news telegrams to be printed and published 
aboard, the wireless station at Browhead in Ireland 


“ “s - F 
Published on oart the, The most juportant dispatches 240 Was that you “St, Paul"? 50 miles 
Peis PAUL,” at Sea, ea roule are published on the opposite from Neeslles. 
loe Rogland, November :sth,' pce. As all know, this is the 
1899. (iret time that sacha venture — es 
ae hreg this hes bern endertaben. A 2-50 Harman! Welcome Home! Where are 
» ¢ published at 2 
One Doltés per Copy ia Dal Wireless Teegraph me you? 
aid of the Seamen's Fund. ages received and printed ow 
a ship grang tweety kaots on 


sit, WOW Bradiehl, lito | war ! 3-30 40 miles, Ladyemul, Kimberley and 
Bowden. 


— Mafeking bolting out well No lig battle. 
This is the gam! voyaye a ty banlet 
if-nan, Treasurer. Mr beat eastward of the “Si iaal,* 55,000 wen fecently lap 
McClure, Managing Editor. | There are 375 pawwnigere ov 
board, counting the dintis nm ** At. Ladvsmuth no more killed dom - 
Through the cos whgpeiewe of Mr cunt and extinge mann P bardment at Kiwberley eviected the destroction 
Marconi, the oassengers on| = The days’ runs lave lwen ef ONE TIN POT. It was auctionot for 
board the or Paul, are - as follows 5 — 
accorded « rare privili thet | : * £202 It is felt that period of anxiety and 
recei aig re strain ix ower, and thot one tara has come.” 
425 sane 
a 4.0 hy te say the UL SAL Cruiser 
a5 + Charleston" i host, All lands saved 
4a 
the thanks of the Extitors ane given to Captus 
Jarniwe, whe cremts me the priveless 4 tli. 


Below: An autographed copy of The Transatlantic 
Times— the first ships newspaper to be compiled from 
material telegraphically received by a ship at sea 


Reprinted by permission - 
!Mariner November—December 1972 


ee et et Oe Ede 
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The headings of two early ships newspapers: one American, one British 


By the outbreak of the 1914-18 war all the 
world’s principal shipping companies were pub- 
lishing ships newspapers containing the latest 
wireless news. The French Line published 
L’ Atlantique, the Scandinavia America Line the 
Atlantic Daily News, the Hamburg America Line 
the Atlantic Post, and Lloyd Post on the Nord- 
deutscher Lloyd. 

However, by the end of the war all had been 
suspended — some like the Wireless Mail—never to 
reappear. 

Not all ships newspapers were produced on the 
ships’ printing presses because in some cases the 
plant was only sufficient to cope with the ordinary 
ship work. Consequently cyclostyle machines were 
used, and special pages provided for the reproduc- 
tion of the news in these cases. In some instances 
these were inser.ed between pages printed ashore 
before being issued to the passengers. 

Up to 1914 the two main stations from which 
news was supplied were Poldhu in Cornwall and 
Cape Cod in Massachusetis, but ‘several stations 
of shorter range —in Italy, South Africa and several 
South American countries—were used to supply 
news of local interest for the ships within range 
trading to their ports. 

At the end of the first world war the ocean news 
service through Poldhu was recommenced and very 
soon the ships newspapers began to reappear, and 
many improvements were made in the equipment 
of the print shops aboard the receiving ships. For 
instance both the Cunard Line and the United 
States Shipping Board had linotypes installed on 
their largest transatlantic mail ships, and when 
The Daily Mail took over the Cunard paper and 
published the Daily Mail Atlantic edition in 
February 1923, they carried an editor as well as a 
linotype operator on the Berengaria, Aquitania and 
Mauretania. The Daily Mail Atlantic edition, also 
replaced from July 1924 the Sheet Anchor which 
had been published on the Anchor Line Atlantic 
ships since May 1921. 

On the United States Line’s North Atlantic ships 
the Chicago Tribune published an oceanic edition, 
and from September 1920 The Wireless Press Ltd, 
then owned by The Marconi Company, published 
the Ocean Times on board the North Atlantic 
ships of the White Star, Red Star and Atlantic 
Transport Lines. Then, with the approval of the 
shipping companies concerned, the Chicago Tribune 
and Wireless Press joined in the publication of 
North Atlantic ship newspapers and from January 
1925 jointly published the Chicago Tribune Ocean 
Times. 

When, in July 1920, the Canadian Pacific liner 
Victorian took the Imperial Press Conference 
delegates from Britain to Canada, the Marconi 
organisation and the Canadian Pacific Steamship 
Company arranged for the publication of the North 
Atlantic Times. On this occasion two new develop- 
ments took place in ocean newspapers. Firstly, 
there were morning and evening editions, and 
secondly in the evening edition of 26th July, news 
was included which had been transmitted by wireless 
telephony from St Johns, Newfoundland. 


In November 1924 The Associated Iliffe Press 
Ltd purchased from The Marconi Company The 
Wireless Press Ltd. In 1925 Wireless Press made an 
arrangement with Reuters to use their service, and 
that of the Press Association, thus extending the 
coverage of its news service to ships at sea. 


| 
i 
| 
| 
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During the voyage of the White Star liner 
Olympic from Southampton, commencing 12th 
December 1928, the first experiment was carried out 
in the transmission and reproduction of pictures on 
ships at sea. This was made possible by the co- 
operation with Wireless Press of the owners of the 
vessel, Wireless Pictures (1928) Ltd, the British 
Post Office—through whose high-power station at 
Rugby the transmission took place—the London 
Daily Telegraph and Hunter, Penrose Ltd who pro- 
vided the staff and equipment on the ship for the 
making of the half-tone blocks. The greatest dis- 
tance at which pictures were received, printed and 
distributed to the passengers was 2,225 miles. 

In 1930 the Radio Corporation of America 
successfully transmitted from New York to the 
us liner America a number of maps and pictures by 
radio facsimile, and in 1932 carried out further 
experiments on four different ships with a simplified 
apparatus and a new method of recording. 

In 1931, by arrangement with Wireless Press Ltd, 
the regular publication of a newspaper—the 
Canadian Pacific Gazette—on all North Atlantic 
passenger ships of the Canadian Pacific Steamships 
was inaugurated with the sailing of the Duchess of 
Atholl from Liverpool on the morning of 18th April 
1931. 

It was about this time that the Daily Mail and 
Chicago Tribune ceased to be interested in ocean 
newspapers and from the year 1932 The Wireless 
Press Ltd became responsible for all the North 
Atlantic newspapers printed and published on 
British owned ships. 

The new paper which it established to replace the 
Daily Mail Atlantic edition aboard Cunard ships 
was entitled Cunard Atlantic News, and on the 
Anchor Line ships the Anchor Line News, The paper 


The editor wishes to thank Mr F. H. Paul, 
formerly general manager of 


Wireless Press Ltd, for his assistance in 
producing this article 


on the United States Line was provided by the 
United Press of America and named Ocean Press. 
From 1935, shortly after the Cunard and White 
Star Lines were combined, the Ocean Times became 
the paper for all ships of the Cunard White Star 
fleet. 

In the early days of press transmissions to ships, 
only about 250 words were transmitted daily. How- 
ever, by the outbreak of the war in 1939 all football 
and cricket results were included each day in the 
Shipress messages as well as the outstanding events 
in all other sporting and racing fixtures. The results 
of such events as the Grand National, Derby, Boat 
Race, General Elections and the US Presidential 
Elections were all transmitted for publication in 
ships newspapers immediately the results were 
known. 

In addition, the closing prices of some 100 stocks 
and shares were transmitted daily and on Saturdays 
the week’s rises and falls of about SO stocks or 
shares not included in the newspaper's daily list 
were sent. 

When the second world war started it was agreed 
between British shipping companies and Wireless 
Press to suspend the ocean newspapers for the 


duration, but the news service continued without 
interruption. 
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Both ships newspapers and Shipress were revived 
after 1945. In regard to the latter all leading British 
shipping companies became subscribers and also a 
number of overseas shipping companies which 
carried English-speaking passengers in their ships. 
These included Italian, French, Dutch, German. 
Greek, Norwegian and Polish ships. 

The Ocean Times continued to flourish and during 
the 1950s served nine Cunard liners among them 
the Queen Elizabeth, Queen Mary, Mauretania and 
Saxonia, 

In 1963 about !70 ships received services provided 
by The Wireless Press Ltd, by then a subsidiary 
company of the International Publishing Corp- 
oration Ltd. 

Important events in the 1960s included the trans- 
fer of the nightly transmissions from Rugby radio 
station to Portisheadradio, Somerset, and extension 
of the daily ships newspapers to include special 
issues for ships cruising to the Caribbean, Atlantic 
and Mediterraneen ports. In 1965 a special issue of 
Ocean Times making 28 pages—the largest ever — 
was produced to mark the 125th anniversary of 
the forming of the Cunard Line, and in 1966 a 
magazine under the interest-exciting masthead 
Pleasure Isles Preview was produced on Caribbean 
cruise liners. 

Although several new publications did appear, in 
general there was a steady decline in the number of 
ships newspapers due almost entirely to the 
reduction ir the North Atlantic passenger fleet, and 
in 1967 the Wireless Press editorial department 
closed down. 

The service of preparing Shipress was then taken 
on by the London newsroom of United Press 
International. However, the number of subscribers 
continued to fall and it was finally decided to sign 
off this twice nightly service. 


Thus, at 2148GMT on 30th September, the last 
newscast was broadcast from Portisheadradio and 
the end of an era came with the words: Wireless 
Press send greetings to all subscribers and readers 
on the occasion of its final Shipress transmission. 
Bon Voyage. 


CUNARD DAILY BULLETIN. 


MARCONIGRAMS 


Dinect To Tee Snip. 


EDITORIAL OFFICE: 
R.M.S, “CAMPANIA.” 


Sunday, June Sth, 1904, 1-00 p.m, 
Distance from Poldhu (England), 220 miles. 


Received (through Reater’s News Agency) 
from Poldhu (England). 
PROGRESS OF THE WAR. 
Japanese losses. Total Russian Troops in 
Southern Manchuria. Russians abandon relief 
of Port Arthur. 


It is ted that the Japanese now estimate 
their total casualtica at the great battle which 
took place recently at Kin-chau, at 4,304. This 
heavy loas indicates the severe character of the 
fighting. 


According to a telegram reevived from Tientsin 
hy the “ Tribuna “(of Rome), the total Russian 
force available south of Liao-yang is estimate: 
at approximately 150,000 mon, 


The “Temps” (of Paris), has receive! a 
telegram from St Petersburg to the effect chat the 
Russian column which it was reported hat 
started a fow days ago under the orders of Gen- 
eral Kuropatkin for the relief of Port Arthur hax 


been stopped, and the Le aa attempt to re- 
lieve the fortress aband a 

Sunday, June Sth, 1904, Midnight. 
Distance from Poldhu, 400 miles, 


Received (through Reuter’s News Agency) 
from Poldhu (England). 
LATEST WAR NEWS. 


News comes from the seat of war that the 
beleaguered Russians at Port Arthur are main- 
taining communication with Niuchwang by 
means of carrier pigoona, Tho despatches r- 


ceived in this manner report that the condition 
of things at Port Arthur is satisfactory. 
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OCEAN WIRELESS NEWS _ {THe FLeve.ing newsmen 


NO. II... Ye fledgling neotype, 

"SPARKS" found that part of his 

job, as far as the crew was con- 
cerned was furnishing them their 
daily news ! 


SB 701 —~— ss . Upon boarding S.S. RUSTBUCKET 


less school to brush up on his 
code and theory that 'PX' might 
be a related requirement but he 
was so busy listening to code 

and studying theory for exams 

that he paid scant attention to 
this phase of what was to come. 


«* AMERICAN ORIENTAL Mat LINE*+ 
Oprant for United States Shipping Board 2, ADsanAl ORIENTAL LING, Aleseping Operator 


+ + + Published Daily While at Sea + > ° 


First morning out, the Skipper 
called Sparks and inquired if he 
had the results of the ARMY - 
NAVY game yesterday ? Of course 
Sparks had copied press and had 
the answer at hand. When he rec 
eived the same request the 18th 
time, he thought it would simp- 
lify matters to type it up and 
post in on the bulkhead of the 
galley where most of the crew 
seemed to congregate for a cup 
of Java. 


Of course, he received some in- 
dication while attending wire- 


NOV. 20 , 1920 S.S. SANTA CRUZ — WBD THANKSGIVING - 1920 


H. WALLIS -------------- COMMANDER 
G. NEILSEN-------------- CHIEF OFFICER 
G. HANSEN -~--------~+---- CHIEF ENGINEER 
W. COHEN --------------- CHIEF STEWARD 
DR. EASTLAND ----------- SURGEON 
J. BAILEY -—------------- PURSER 

- Wm. A. BRENIMAN---- RADIO ----\ ’.M. GOLDSMITH 


One of the mates informed Sparks 
a few days later that the 'last' 
Sparks had typed up and made 
copies of the news and delivered 
it to nearly everyone on board. 


This was a bit 'much! but Sparks 
not to be too badly outdone 
decided to also type up the news 
he received by wireless. He 

made several copies. One for 
the Skipper. One copy each for 
the officers and crews mess. The 
news sheet carried the title ... 
"THE SPARK GAP HERALD", 


Everything being relative, the 
officers and crew of the S. S. 
RUSTBUCKET II looked forward to 
"THE SPARK GAP JOURNAL" even as 
you or I look forward to reading 
our daily copy of the NY Times, 
Boston Globe, Washington Post, 
Chicago Trib., Miami Herald,L.A. 


: THE WORLD'S NEWS BY RADIO 
’ PACIFIC STEAMSHIP COMPANY 
-~—T 


HE=- Timreday June 3rd, 1926 Times, S.F. Chron., San Diego 
-Dal LY- On Board Union, Seattle P.I. or the 
~SP akK- oe Evans Portland Oregonian} 

Editor's Copy Usinkie, Alaska Thus ... a new breed of newsmen 
b t k. Thanks t 
IOS ANGELES :::: The Low Angeles Times today declared thet it had mthentio \ yx me Fe. ie ee 

information that Mra. Minnie Kennedy, mother of Aimee Semple licPheraon, is ' 
negoti ating with two men who deelsre that they will return To PAY it provided a break in 

the cleric alive and well for the sum of twenty five thougand dollars, the See Penae S Cacata as ane SDORrS 

gount of reward offered several days ago. During the day startling ri gee Nice Mra ie bs 


the news of the world to his 
shipmates albeit ... sometimes 
a bit moldy in the long stretche 
from NPM to NPO or out of range 
of WNU, Portinghead, etc, 


have been made in the mystery which surrounds the absence of the 
Sranasligve “Officl als have discovered that a coupbe rezistered at ros 7 
San Louis Obispo Hotel as man and wife and that the man, who was identifie 
by photographs, i@ mmxkekrem ormiston, former rafio aide to lirs. Ppt gpm 
It was noted that Mra. Gibbons kept her face concealed with «a pair ave 
auto gogcles but that her size nd gi neral description tallied araet y : 
that of Mre. MoPhergon. Ormiston previously declared that he had =e n 
San Pranoiscoo the day after the dissppenarance of lire. licPherson, but later 
hia automobile was traced to Sante Barbara. He ie to be requestioned. 


CX 


Ee 


~~ 


VIA RADIO 


WHEN YOU THINK ALASKA 
THINK ALASKA STEAMSHIP COMPANY 


S.S. NORTHWESTERN SEATTLE EN ROUTE ALASKA 


*** SOUVENIR - EDITION *** 


= 


eS: 
aed ateitns DAILY RADIO NEWS 


PASSFNGRER 1,IST 


Back to Index 


SPARKS QUARTERLY JOURNAL 


DISTANCEA)BACHMAN 


( Continued from Page - 21 ) 


"Bulletin Three following fromm United Press and In- 
temational News Service correspondents (Quote) 
Your correspondents Ames and Angelopoulos with 
white banner and U.S. flag leaving at dawn in at- 
ternpt contact Italian advance quard. City relatively 
quiet except howling hyenes tearing epart new found 
prey (unquote)." 


These messages, | prepared and ran through the trans- 
Pacific circuit without asking Washington for go 
aheads. NSS, Washington, seeing they were proper- 
ly recording on incoming inked tape, transmitted me 


e receipt. "I'll stand by for anything else," he 
finished off. "You'll probably have more. What 
gives?" 


"Addis Ababa operator tells us they've lost al! other 
outside communications. Compound under attack," 
| rapped back. 


“OK, we're here, standing by," Washington replied. 


At the float desk, our operator held his head cocked 
sideways, listening intently. One of the other cir- 
cult men brought him a cup of coffee, stuck a cig- 
erette in his mouth, lit it for him, then leaned 
against the table. 


Soon Addis Ababa was pushing more comment. 
"We're surrounded, rebels storming walls in force, 
telephones still down, messengers can't get out." 


Los Banos cracked back, "What can messengers do?" 


Addis Ababa again, "Legation staff knows British 
Legation has military quards - Hindu troops - trucks. 
Possible help in stand off - 6 miles distant - other 
side of city." 


"Does British Legation have radio?” our man in- 
quired. 


"Yes," Addis Ababa answered, "But they use dif- 
terent radio wave lengths with Aden and London. 
Lacking previous arrangements, we can't meet each 
other for conversation.” 


"Stand by," our float operator replied. Pulling the 
cigarette from his tips, he searched each face in the 
room and found everyone abreast of the problem. 
"Anyone got any ideas?" he asked. 


"Hey," | spoke after short thought. "I've got Wesh- 
ington/Arlington on the end of the AB. Hang on.” 
"NSS," | rattled my hand key, “Can you reach Lon- 
don right away?" 


Washington keyed back quickly, "Why?" 
"Addis Ababa telis us British Legation, six miles 


away, has troops and transport vehicles. They can't 
communicate. Opposed frequency spectrums. 
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WELL, | See our 
FRIEND, IS BACK ON THE ANTENNA 


SINKING—S.S. ALASKA—1921 


The SS ALASKA out of Portland, Or for San 
Francisco, Calif. was running in heavy fog 
the night of Aug. 6, 1921 and about 9 PM 


grounded on Blunt's Reef some 40 miles south 


of Eureka. J.J. Michaeison, the chief 
operator, was on watch and initiated SOS 
calls at 9:08 PM. The 2nd Opr. (me) was 
logging sack time. Seeing that the ship 
was still afloat I proceeded to get dressed 
and reported to the radio shack where I 
relieved the Chief briefly, then helped 
load lifeboats. Out of a passenger list of 
131 and crew of 90, 49 were lost. Capt. 
llobey was reported to have locked himself 
in his cabin and went down with the ship. 
The SS ANYOX answered the SOS. I think she 
was 48 Canadian lumber schooner. (Opr. name 
unknown - that was 56 years ago). She was 
about 12 miles away and had a barge in tow, 
but still did most of the rescue work. 
After 4-5 hours on a raft she was a welcome 
sight. The SS ALASKA slid off and sank in 
about 30 minutes. Remarkably the lights 
stayed on until the end. The ist mate and 
I were the last to leave in a raft built 
for 17 and loaded with 25. I don't know 
how we found the SS ANYOX. She peenenty 
found us. We were taken to Eureka Sunday 
morning and returned to 8.F, by train Mon- 


day. 
By Harold G. Peery 21835-SGP 
SEA STORY 
SEA STORY. I was the radio operator on the 


LITTLE FexTHeED 


ES Ot Fe OE 


FALL - 1977 


We were able to get a line aboard and with 
much difficulty finally got a stern towline, 
a 7 inch hawser, aboard the Upshur but it 
was short and due to the heavy sea running 
when the George Barnes would rise and the 
bow of the Upshur would go down, the towline 
would stretch like a piece of taffy. I was 
told by the mates later that the chief mate, 
Mr.‘ Hunley wanted to extend the hawser by 


using the stern anchor chain thus reducing 
the effect of the opposite movement of the 
ships. The Captain, I was told, didn't 
accept the idea and before we had increased 
the distance too much between the Upshur and 
Cape Canaveral the line had broken. During 
this time I had been attempting to make con- 
tact with a Coast Guard cutter in the vici- 
nity to take our place as tow. This was 
finally done and the Coast Guard, I believe, 
was successful in continuing the tow of the 
Upshur to Miami. 


By Vernon P. Bourg 1020-P 


MEMORIES OF THE PAST 


THE REFLECTIONS OF A STEAMSCHOONER. 


It wos on February 14, 1916, thet we left the dock in San Fran- 
cisco on the Steam-schoomer “Alliance” for Senta Rosatio, 
Mexico, located on the Lower California pminsyis, ond olher 
Central Americon ports. The vessel! wos oporoted by "The 
Calitormio South Sea Navigation Company,” ond by order to 
the Captain the trip wos not to exceed sixty coys. 


As a background of these smal! vessels, stoarnschooners 
were primerily designed and used for transporting lumber from 
Northern California, Oregon and Washington to Son Froncisco, 
Sen Pedro, and San Diego, Califomia, Most of these vos- 
sels were built of wood ond had accommodations for o fow 
passengers. 


f during any old timer's career os 6 wireless operator, never 
having sailed eboerd one of these vessels he hes just NEVER 
LIVEO. Seiting north during the winter months or in any kind 
of storm, on one of these unloaded BATH TUBS is on oxpori- 
ence never to be forgotten. They could do the highlond fling, 
cork screw turn, wiggle, shimmie, slide, and inen give o 
twist that would chatter your teeth, all at the same time. | 
still contend that if we hadn't the stearn schooners that tne 
fiah in the ocean would have sterved to deoth, If you know 
what | mean, 


For « vessel of this kind to go into the tropicel heat of Lower 
Californie and Central American porls wes unususl, and cert- 
sinty @ new experience tor those of us on the ALLIANCE. 


Firat \t craset be remembered treat tne sieen schooner mode 
shert trips, usuelly only three or four Geys a4 tne most, cosst- 
wise, therefore no fecilities hed been provided for toking « 
bath, either by shower or tub. Under these circumstonces the 
only sitemative wos, YOU GUESSED IT, a BUCKET. 


Tropical heat being whet it is can make Ihe best netured per- 
Son miserable but when you possess © FAN you purchased at 
your own expense and can't use it in the most confines space 
rian could devise, then you hove misery at its renith. WHY? 
because the ship had only ONE generstor which wos only put 
in operation during the nignt. 


tanker George W, Barnes, KMUI, one of approx 
imately 30 ships belonging to the Pan Ameri- 
can Petroleum Company, 4 subsidiary of the 
Standard Oil of Indiana. I joined the ship 
in Carteret, New Jersey on May 1, 1950. Our 
principal run was between Aruba, D.W.T. and 
various cast coast ports as well as Tampico, 
Mexico, Cristobal, C.Z. and Hamburg, Ger- 
many. 


Message runners and compound bottled up." 
= ~ The Fair Weather vessel orrived at Sonts Rosalia February 24, 
where we met "Everett" who hed been wireless operotor on a 
ship called the KORIGAN Il!, The ship came under ottock 


whilo in ihe horbor of Sante Rosalia by the Cerranze govern- 
mont forces ond wos confisceted. However, not until Everett 
had romoved oll tho wireloss oquipment. 


"Hold," Washington said quickly, "We'll inquire 
State Department." 


Five minutes went by. Ten minutes more crawled 
on. Then Washington was ot us, "State says de- 
lays to London. Reasons unknown. How long can 


Having ocavired the wireless equipment, the Boleo Mining 
Addis Ababa hang on?" 


Company with its large smelter facilities, hired Everett to 
sot Ine cavipment up in @ radio cobin they provided and the 
Necessory poles for the ontenne high up on 6 hill overlooking 
the whole oreo of Sonta Rossiis. For this he wes paid 
$120.00 per month with room and board. 


On November 7th, 1950 we departed Savannah, 
GA enroute to New Orleans. The wind was 
kicking up pretty good when we passed the 
bar. I had the receiver on GOO meters that 
night after evening chow and heard a weak 
SOS. It was answered by the operator on the 
SS Upshur, a small coastal freighter that 
sailed between Jacksonville and Miami. It 
developed that the SOS had come from the Dur 
ham Wheeler, a four-masted schooner off Cape 
Canaveral. The Durham Wheeler sank shortly 
thereafter and the Upshur picked up the sur- 
vivors. While maneuvering to pick them up, 
it had gotten broadside to the sea which was 
running heavy. The Upshur then sent an SOS 
duc to loss of power. By this time we were 
close to the freighter and soon had her in 
Sight. I left the radio and started comm- 
unicating with flashlight. The operator 
advised that the engine had come off its 
mount due to heavy rolling of the ship und 
they requested a line be put aboard to at- 
tempt to keep the Upshur from going ashore. 


"Don't know," | replied, "How about RCA or Mackay 
radio circuits. They have London schedules. Can 
you try them by phone?" 

After completing tho installation , snd a grest des! of hit and 
miss testing without a wovemeter to obtain the six hundred 


meters he needed to communicate, he finally made contact 
with K.P. in Son Francisco using the call letters X.8.F. 


"OK," Washington answered. 


After another quarter of an hour, Washington came 
beck suddenly. "“Badtluck. They've just finished 


it 1 { interest to know thet e FRESH WATER TA 
traffic runs. Now working other points.” pee dai de lhe gree tat ney Eee Sows 


Serving the woter needs for the company wes in close prox- 
imity to the station, so in one hundred and ten degree heat 
Our float operator was yelling at me, “Addis Ababe GUESS WHAT? Did | necd that swim! : 

ants to know If we can t somewhere." : 
Ww get through Continuing our voyage south, it wes on March 7, 1916, thet 
we orrived ot Satine Cruz, Mexico, where we went slongside 
one of the finest of docks and to fing that snother vesse! of 
the Calitormia Nevigation Company wes there celled tne Geo. 
W. Elder. 


"Tell him we're trying," | said. My thoughts were 
tuming to my home on Cape Cod, remembering the 
French cable station et Orleans connecting to Brest, 
France, and not far from there, in the town of Cnat- 
ham, the RCA marine wireless station, call letters 
wcc. 


Going oboord the ELDER, it wee found that they ned 6 bath 
tub, end for the sum of twenty-five cents, | got a much 
needed beth! 


"NSS," I called, "Ask State to get French Consulate ovhge So eaaet 


to use Orleans cable to Brest for London contact. 
Suggest phone call to WCC, Chatham Marine, if 
French cable out." 


et et A st th ts i 8 8 A 4 


"Thanks," | replied. "Same here." @ few days later as a box story in one of the local 


"OK," Washington called back. publications. 


But what could WCC do?" 


"Sounds possible. 


On May 12, & supply van brought In copies of Manila 
newspapers carrying 6 short Reuters bulletin saying 
personnel of the American Legation in Addis Ababa 
had been rescued by British troops. Additional de- 
tails were lacking. 


The following Monday, an Interphone cal! advised 
that two ladies were visiting the Pilot's Briefing 
Roor and insisted on seeing me. Introducing 
themselves as members of the Engert family vaca- 
tioning on Nantucket, they confessec to never having 
known the full details of the African rescue. The 
newspaper account, one of them explained rather ex- 
citedly, was being telephoned to Minister Engert to 
furnish verbal pictures about the message that went 
around the world to go six miles. 


"If no-go on French, WCC works 36 meters with 
ships. Could raise merchant vessel having contact 
with London. Main thing here seems to get London 
hookup with their Legation at Addis Ababa - fast." 


Severe! weeks later - under pressure frorn rebel na- 
tive forces in the nearby hills <- it was ourtum. We 
abandoned Los Banos and retreated to the protection 
of the Cavite Nava! Base near Manile. 


"OK, will advise," Washington keyed beck tersely. 


The big clocks at each end of radio central dragged 
on for another thirty minutes. Washington had left 
his automatic keyer running Morse dots on the alr, 
faithfully pulsing through Frisco and Honolulu, main- 
ly for signal tuning purposes. 


Surprisingly, an interesting sequel to this Incident 
emerged some 27 years later. At this time, | was 
serving with the Federal Aviation Administration, 
assigned es skipper for field offices on Nantucket 
Island, Mass. 


They came to express their thanks, finding more 
astonishment with the knowledge that at least a 
dozen communication specialists had equally par- 
ticipated in the bizarre event. 


--Lester E. Bachman 


"NPO," Washington was calling rapidly. “How do 


you read?" 


After one of our weekly meeti with newspaper re- 
“What gives?” y “ae 


"Fine," | answered. porters, a visiting correspondent had raised questions x! 
on what comprised the most unusual messages ever \ 

"It worked. Getting through to London now. Hope handied in my lifetime. Supplied with a brief == 

in time." sketch of the Ethiopian affair, the materia! appeared my 


Back to Index. 
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M.V. Cunard Princess 


THE AUTOMATED PRINCESS 


Although I've spent considerable time over- 
seas, it has been 50 years since I've had a 
real seagoing deck under my feet. In Oct- 
ober, the XYL and I decided to celebrate our 
44th wedding anniversary with a cruise to 
Bermuda on the new MV Cunard Princess. I 
knew I would be in for some surprises and I 
certcinly wasn't wrong. I was fortunate in 
having Captain Alex Hutcheson arrange a spe- 
cial tour of the bridge and radio room for 
me. 


The Cunard Princess (call letters GUNN) has 
& gross tonnage of 17,496. Her keel was 
laid in 1975 and she was certified by the U. 
S. Coast Guard in March 1977. The officers 
and crew number 297 and she can carry a tote 
al of 947 passengers, cruising usually near 
14 knots. 


The age of solid state art and mechanization 
is extremely evident on both the bridge and 
the radio room. The huge bridge somewhat 
resembles a modern power station layout with 
sloping panels the width of the bridge and 
which contain a vast array of controls, sen- 
sing, metering and communications facilities. 
The "bridge telegraph” is gone. The cngines 
run and the propellors turn continuously. 
"Ahead", "Stop" and "Reverse" are carricd 
out entirely by the bridge officer with con- 
trollahle pitch of the propellors much 
like the prop-jet aircraft engine. Speed is 
determined by the angle of the pitch of the 
taking a larger or smaller "bite" of 
the water, and small levers on the bridge 
cuompuvie culilivi these functions, the cngine 
room is primarily a power pliant consisting 
of four engines completely under physical 
control of the bridge. There small 
wheel on a pedestal on the bvidge fur 
ing manually which is confined Lo coming 
into port or leaving, and for doching. 


props - 


is a 


xteer- 


Otherwise steering in on automatic control. 


This was my first experience on a ship equip- 
ped with stabilizing fins. I must say that 


KApDIO for JANUARY, 1922 _ 
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WIRELESS PIONE 
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I found it somewhat difficult to adjust to 
deck walking because, rather than the old 
practice of “riding the rolls and pitches", 
the stablilizers sharply stop a rol) and the 
ship sort of jerks to what seems to be an- 
other direction. I was told that the stabi- 
lizers save the company a large amount of 
money in elimination of breakage of numerous 
items (including dishes) which took place in 
the old days of rolling and pitching in bad 
wenther. 


The old-time “Passenger List" usually pub- 
lished right after sailing is now a thing of 
the past....discontinued, I was told, “for 
security reasons"...to thwart thievery and 
other criminal activitics. 


No tugs are required for docking or undock- 
ing. A huge “bow thruster" on command from 
pushbuttons on the bridge sucks in water 
from the port (or starboard) side of the bow 
and spews it out on the other. The diameter 
of this “pipe” in the bow running from one 
side of the ship to the other (below the 
water line of course) is nine fect! 


Navigation? The Captain couldn't remember 
when he last saw anybody “shoot the sun” 
with a sextant. Navigation is carried out 
completely by several automatic systems - 
the primary one being a constantly updated 
computer connected to the navigation satel- 
lite in space. There is a visible screen 
ceadout whieh continuously displays latitude 
and longitude in degrees, minutes, and 
seconds, and the current Greenwhich (GMT) 
Lime, updated every scecond.* Radio fiucsi- 
mnilic weather maps are copied several times 
daily from Washington and London, 


"There also @ printed readout of the 
forgeinug inferwation, appearing on a 
paper tape for a permanent record. 


is 
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he wore Brown Phones 


H 


hia post. while his hand grew numb at the key 


[S SHIP slowly sinks—37 lives depend on him— 
for j# hours operator Powell feverishly stuck to 
At last 
tus beroiam wae fewarded, and thru the Brown Phones 
that had become a vital part of his experience, came the 


strained-for answer to his $.0.S 


Would it be out of place to say that those phones, with 
their super-sensitive feproducers and extreme Bght 
weight (only g ounces) at least contributed somewhar 
Powell himself says the hight 


weight of his Browne saved bim [rom exhaustion hours 


to saving thowe yp lives? 


sooner 


You can enjoy this same comfort and Might weight 
daily. Brown Phones. with conical alurminum diaphrams 
and rugged protecting shells. are now for sale at leading 
radio dealers at these reduced prices 


was $22.00, now $18,00 


Type A (adjustable) 
Type D (lor phone work) was $20.00, now $16.00 
(Either type equipped with Firco Rosmd Plug for $130 extra) 


John Firth and Co. Inc. 18 Broadway, N. Y.,Distributors. 


jeri 


cll 


Noni 
ft, 


| 


Advertisement in the January 1922 issue of Dickow's "RADIO". Wonder how many 
remember the 'BROWN PHONES" ? Most equipment handled by John Firth was of 


good quality. 


Can't help but think of the many instances of "Endurance" over 


periods of time, probably as many Westem Electrics, Baldwins, Brandies or others 


worn. 


The advertisement does not reveal the name of the ship nor the date, other- 


wise we might honor the chap who wore the phones for 32 hours - even with Brownies. 


The radio communication facilities are also 
largely solid-state and highly automated 
with synthisized circuitry. Very little 
Morse operation exists since 99% of the 
ships traffic is handled via telex tcle- 
printer using an automatic error correct- 
ing system "ARQ" over IF facilities. The 
distant terminal machine won't print a Let- 


ter until the code character received is 
sent back to the originating station. When 
verified, the letter is then printed. This 


function is virtually instantancous and the 
operation of the teleprinter machine appears 
perfectly normal except once in a while a 
short single character will hesitate moment- 
arily while awaiting a repeat and verifi- 
cation. A wrong character (figure or letter) 
is never printed due to a circuit fault. 
Under very bad circuit conditions, «a char- 
acter may have to be repeated several times 
before the "brain" says "OK, I've got it 
right now - go ahead and print it". 


Two separate HIF 1500 watt transmitters - all 
synthisized - are available for Morse, FSK 
(for telex).or voice, at the push of appro- 
priate buttons. A battery-powered 500 ke 
emergency transmitter stands by, with com- 
pletciy automutic distress call and call 
letter keying. A remotely controlled swit- 
ching system permits a number of various 
kinds of antennae to be connected to a 
transmitter-receiver combination. 


The staff of the Radio Room consists of 
three operators - including the Chicf Radio 
Officer who stands a regular watch. The 
radio staff is also responsible for the 
repair and maintenance of all sophisticated 
electronic gear on the vessel such, as radar 
satellite navigator, facsimile, Loran, etc., 
as well as the electronic sensing gear in 
the engine room. 


One officer on the bridge, one in the eng- 
ine room, and one in the radio room makes 
up the ships operating watch. The bulk of 
the crew of course is made up of slewards 
and other members who fced and try to make 
life pleasant for the cruise passengers. 


One night, just prior to our arrival in 
Bermuda, a large freighter “La Maria" (Pana- 
manian registry) carrying thousands of tons 
of coke (fuel - not the drink) literally ran 
full speed into the Island of Bermuda. She 
is about 400 feet long, and over 500 feet 

of her is jammed hard and tight into the 
coral reefs right off shore. An official 
investigation is presently under way as to 
just what happened, but no findings have yet 
been announced. The three largest tugs in 
the arca have been straining to pull her off 
the coral with, so far, no success. The 
coke will probably have to be bagged and 
hrought ashore by barge if she can not be 
freed from the coral. 

deNeuf WAISPM 
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“QSL Shells” at a BARGAIN ! 


: LIE MEMBER = ~~ 
SOCIETY OF WIRELESS PIONEERS 


PLIMOCATED teh 
line vernal Hhote linnus “panne 


— EE SS ES SS SS ST TS TO rOOerrmrerwrecoreeOn rt 


Great for Correspondence 


9999 990 9 FIRST AND ONLY OPPORTUNITY 


to buy these 'shells' at a close out 
@eee @€06e0 


price. The stock is white 110 index 
card stock (similar to Postal cards, 
except white. The picture fails to do 
them justice as they are printed in 
two colors and quite showy. 


We bought them for imprinting member "QSL" card data on the 
faceof the cards. Our amateur friends however prefer the more 
showy Kromocote Gloss finish which indeed improves their attract 
ive appearance. However, the 110 Index stock is easier to write 
on and for short notes to friends, it could be put to great use by 
members. 


Frankly, we are overstocked and have decided to phase out this 
card for amateur use (110 Index stock only). Stock on hand 
will be sold at near cost ... $1.50 per 100 cards plus postage. 
Insurance if wanted will be extra. Also tax in Calif. 


Parcel Post rates are shown below starting with minimum of 200 
cards, plus additional postage per 100 cards ordered over the 200 
quantity. 


There iS OVEH /-1/2 inches of writing space on the card or near- 
ly 60 square cm. Ideal for short notes, also if desired, they 
can be used as QSL CARDS, the purpose for which first intended. 
If you wish cards imprinted with QSL data, note prices on page 
12 for same. Please keep checks for this item separate so they 
may be returned if stock exhausted. Sample gladly sent for 
S.A.S.E. Why not help us clean them out and order a bunch 
today. 


MAILING WEIGHT "OSL" SHELLS PER 100 (1104 INDEX) 12 02. 

Mailing charge —— 100 cards ..... $1.00 ppd in US & Canada. Overseas $1.40 

ADDITIONAL CHARSES TO ADD FOR MAILING OF 200 SHELLS OR OVER. 

Additional Cards (Fastal Zones (*) 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Canada Overseas 


200 cards (basic mai! charge) -90 -93 1.04 14.15 1.28 1.40 1.48 1.75 2.00 
Add'l. Postege each 100 cards .07 09 -11 14 -16 .22 .26 30 -40 
CANADA - Add $1.00 Additionat INSURANCE if wanted: $ .40 additional 


Postal Chart and zones shown below is not official. 


it 1S Nowever approximately correct. 
Payment for cards to other than U.S. OTH to be made in U.S. FUNDS. ( 


*) Basic 4 Class Aste 


HAWAII - ALASKA . 
PUERTO Rica ETC, 
ZONE 8 RATES. 


{sm (ss (rs ( cs ( (me 8 ws (ss (mn ( 


““T must down ta the seas again, 
to the lonely sea and the sky, 
And all I ask tsa tall ship 


and a Star to steer her hy.”* 


—Sult Water Ballads 


If they do not meet expectations, we'll refund your money. 


i ee ee ee 


EY MONEY MONEY i} 
ONEY MONEY MONEY 


EY MONEY MONEY MONET ‘ 
ONEY MONEY MONEY MONEY MONEY MONEY MONEY MONEY MONEY MC 
EY MONEY MONEY MONEY MONEY MONEY MONEY MONEY MONEY MONEY 


RE: 1987 DUES—IMPORTANT 


During the Society's business meeting, held Nov. 18, 1976 in 
the Hotel Leamington, Oakland, Calif. dues for 1978 were set 
at $7.50 for the Calendar Year, Dues for 1979 were approved 
at the same annual rate if inflation, including postage and 
cost of printing remained somewhat stable. 


A statement will be mailed to all members shortly after Jan- 
uary 1st 1978 who at that time have not already paid their 
1978 dues. 


Dues at the rate of $7.50 will also he accepted for 1979 in 
advance for those who wish to send in check to cover the two 
year period. (Total - $15.00) 


When it is realized that officers of the Society donate their 
time without pay or compensation, and to maintain the quality 
of publications we have been putting out in the past, the 
current dues are, in our opinion the lowest in our field con- 
sidering the volume and type of publication you receive for 
your dues dollar, 


Funding of the Society is a matter of deep concern to us, if 
we are ‘carry on! in providing the services and publications 
as in the past, especially since we have added SPARKS 

JOURNAL on a quarterly basis. Most organizations could not 
furnish the publications we put out if they charged twice the 
yearly dues that we are asking. If you ever have any doubt 

of the 'bargain' you are getting in the books and publications 
we put out, take the years output to a knowledgeable printer 
and get an estimate on his cost of duplicating our output. 

You will be very agreeably surprised. 


We might also modestly suggest that those who can afford, 
chip in a bit extra for many of those members who can no 
longer sustain their dues. We have been carrying all such 
members and mailing publications throught the generosity of 
these who are more fortiimate. 


or the 
Your 


The matter of be 'dull reading' but at 1s one 
most important messages you will find in this Journal. 


considerate judgement will be appreciated. 


dues may 


Thank you, 


Bill Breniman 
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TILK ORIGINAL "BLUE-RACER" 
Above is a picture of the true Blue Racer, 
of which, 1 understand, fewer than 2,000 were 


mide. I won #0127 and #0099. 


There is no floating damper arm over the 
vertical damper posts - merely the damper 
fastened to the right hand post. 


The nameplate is small, made of German silver, 
and mounted crosswise on the chassis under 

the long arm....My plates were replaced by 
German Silver nameplates. 


The serial numbers were stamped on the hori- 
zontal part of the damper weight "U', out in 
front. 


The U-shaped casting supporting the two 
needle-bearing screws is square across the 
top, not curved upside-down U shape. 


A hole bored in the centerline area under 
the swing adjusting screws, for screw-down. 


Both of my Racers had telegrapher's switch 
levers. I have removed the switch from the 
bug I use on the air, also I have the tinsei 
cord terminating in the bladed spoon for 
shoving into the line switch on a Bunnell 
handkey. 


The Blue Racer was manufactured by the J.E. 
Albright Company of New York for Martin for 
some time before the call for scads and 
bushels of Racers overloaded Albright and 
Martin, and others, formed the new "Vibroplex 
Company” at which time many changes were 
continually beiig made in the instrument. 
ihere a a mo record of Vibroplex ever mapu- 
facti the true Blue Racer. 


M. G. Aberanshy 


Lingards Electronics 


OU. Sytes FIEE. FIERE) 
he ropes 


Merwe kere Meadeces 


7 Hilltop, 

Lingards, 

Slaithwaite, 

lluddersfield HD7 SUA England 
Telephone: ftluddersfield 842628 


Mr. Wm. A. Breniman, 
Editor/Publisher 

Sparks Journal 

Society of Wireless Pioneers, 
P.O. Box 530 Santa Rosa, 
California 95402 


Dear Hill: 


I feel I feel I must write and tell you how 
delighted I am with my copy of the Summer 
edition of "Sparks Journal" and in parti- 
cular with Keys of Historical Interest. 
age 75 I must be the oldest one-man Morse 
key manufacturer in the world. Last year I 
manufactured and sold some 8,000 keys. My 
representative in the U.S. is SOWP Member 
John McKinney, P.O. Box 38, Danebrog, Neb. 
688351. I will ask him to send you a key 
with my personal compliments. I look for- 
ward to further pictures of historical keys, 
and perhaps historical tubes in future edit- 
ions of S.J. 


In the meantime I am enclosing a true story 
of an embarrassing experience in 1918. The 
title is, of course, a line from Robbie 
Burns. 


Inc. 


At 


With every good wish, 
May your daisy chains never 


break 
¢/* Sykes, 2431-SGP 


Keys- Feed-Back 


— 


‘Oh wad some Pow'r the figtie gie us' 


1 was returning from a long weekend at home 
to my Radio School in Edinburgh and I was 4 
very worried young man. In a week's time I 
would be sitting an examination in which suc- 
cess could mean a career in the merchant 
navy, failure a place in a very long dole 
queuc. Surprisingly, the ‘Flying Scotsman’ 
was half ompty and I had managed to secure a 
compartment to myself, or so Ll thought, but 
at the very last moment a very presentable 
girl of my own age bounced into the compart- 
ment, swung @ neat suitcase onto the rack, 
plonked down in the corner seat diagonally 
opposite and quickly buried her head in a 
thick book. Not oa word, not a smile; I might 
have been invisible. Well if that was the 
way she wanted it I would have to talk to my- 
self. in Morse, of course, tapping out my 
thoughts on the window pane. 


Such was my state of mind that for the next 
twenty minutes my tapping was all about my 
forthcoming examination — what marks I could 
expect in the various subjects, which sub- 
jects I most needed to revise, what would I 
do if I failed? It was a melancholly exer- 
cise and my weary fingers craved a new tune. 
Almost of their own volition they started to 
beat out reflections on my fellow passenger: 
What was her name? Where was she going? 

Why couldn't I have a girl like her? Would 
she pull the communication if I attempted to 
kiss her? But the imagination when onced 
aroused can take the bit between its teeth 
and gallop on quite out of control. Soon it 
was comparing and contrasting her in the 
altogether with Queen Victoria in her Sun- 
day best. Iow much further it might have 
gone I will never know since at that point I 
became aware of urgent tapping from the other 
end of the compartment, a rapid string of 
dots which I nead as ‘Stop, I want to trans- 
mit.’ 


My arm fell to my side as though atruck with 
puralyssis, gay cyes opencd in horror and my 
face caught fire but my ears utterly refused 
to close und for the next five minutes I was 
compelled to listen to Morse more securing 
than I was likely ever to hear again. For- 
tunately, there is a limit to the number of 
adjectives in the vocabulary of any properly 
brought up young lady and eventually came a 
‘break sign' followed by "I do not know how ~ 
you will fare in your cxamination but I give 
you eight out of ten for Morse sending; ten 
out of ten for imagination; twenty out of 
ten for cheek and zero for discretion - for 
all you know I could be a spy, Olga Pullof- 
ski herself! Now come and kiss me or 1 WILL 
pull the communication cord." 


I'm afraid it was a most unsatisfactory peck 
but never mind, practice could bring improve- 
ment and Edinburgh was still four hours 
away. 

My self confidence returned with a rush and 
soon we were jabbering away like old ship- 
mates. She had been 4 telegraphist in the 
Women's Royal Naval Service (W.R.N.S.) and 
her Morse was better than mine. 

“What is the book I thought you were read- 
ing so intently?" 

"Crime and Punishment." 

"Oh dear, have you decided on mine?" 

"You are guilty of lese-majesty at the very 
least; you mustn't disparage a queen whether 
in her Sunday clothes or otherwise." 

"And my punishment?" 

"It could be the Tower but I have decided to 
defer punishment until after your examinat- 
ion and until then you are on probation, 

But no more Morse this side of Edinburgh; 
your poor finger tips must be quite sore 

and anyway I've learned quite enough about 
myself for one day, my Giftie." 


J. arte Sasecteaires 


We received many letters from members about our feature article in the last issue of 


Sparks Quarterly on "KEYS" and the collection of John N. Elwood. 


We have received 


considerable supplemental material on the subject since the last publication, hence in 


one of our future editions we will update the article on Keys. 
scratched the surface - as John Elwood says. 


We have probably only 
Meanwhile, may we suggest that if you 


have photographs and information on the many odd keys made for special purposes in the 


worls that you forward it to us for publication. 


historical paper with photographs. 


Ce re Mee Mes Me ee ah er i ee i I Oe 


Tranks for the fine response to this very 


hl 


14 The Ridge 

Glen Waverley 
Victoria 3150 
Australia 
November 16th 1977 


Dear OM: 


I enclose $20 which will I hope cover my dues to the 
SOWP for sometime. I am not sure what the dues act- 
ually are, as I could find no mention of it in the 
Summer “Sparks Quarterly Journal", 


Really did enjoy the latest Journal, and the article 
concerning the status of American Marine radiotele- 
graph stations was rather illuminating. It appears 
that there are plans to replace ship Radio Officers 
such as myself with RTTY via the "MARSAT" comnuni- 
cations satellite system before very much longer. 
However [I think the great cost of equipment and 
channel rental is too high for the average ship owner 
at present. It is sad to think of such a famous sta- 
tion as KFS and KLC being under threat of closure. 
Those two stations are often audible down here on 

the Australian East Coast during the early evenings 
in winter - KLC especially has a very consistent 
signal on 500khz down into the South Pacific area. 

He has been so strong at times that I have been temp- 
ted to call him on our trip from Panama down towards 
Melbourne! ! 


I am hoping to get a transfer from my present ship 
the "Austradian Exporter/VLAE" to another container 
ship of the Australian National Line which runs up to 
Japan from Melbourne and Sydney. The "Exporter" 
runs to East Coast US, and the round trip takes 
sometimes as long as 15 weeks, which my wife finds 
rather « long time. The ships on the Japan run are 
back in Melbourne every month which is a much better 
Geal from my point of view. The ship I hope to join 
sometime in December this year is the “Australian 
Eeblem/VKAE" which is a combination roll-on-roll-off 
and container ship of about 20,000 tonnes. She does 
about 22 knots, the same speed as the "Exporter". 


Australian Coastal Radio stations are now using the 
“apot" call systems in the ship call-bands on HF, so 
that the operators at these stations no longer have 

to acan the call bands, but listen to two or more 
fixed frequencies for ships. It is working out very 
well for these stations, which of course are not near - 
ly so busy as your stations such as WCC and WSL. I 
believe ITT and RCA have found the spot call system 
unsuitable to them due to the high volume of traffic, 
with bad "%pileups® developing on the fixed channels, 
so they are continuing to scan the marine calling 
frequencies. Portishead in England uses: a combination 
of the "spot" call and scanning which works out very 
well - perhaps your stations may adopt a similar sy- 
stem. 

Congratulations to all of you concerned with the com- 
piling of the SOWP publications - you are doing a very 
fine job indeed, and bringing pleasure to so many of 
us. 


de 
Noel G. Roberts 2181-¥ 
(VK3NR 


Beyond the farthest reach of land, 
Keen sea winds roll away despair, 

The turmoil of the tides brings peace, 
The haven of my heart is there. 


The breaching whales, the white sea 
birds, 

Where sapphire waves and skies seem one, 
The freedom of the ships that rove 
Foam-flowered gardens of the sun. 


Beyond the farthest reach of land, 
The sea's horizon circles round, 
And gold and silver trumpets fill 
Wide heavens with enchanting sound. 


Walden Garratt 


“AND Now ree Hs WeATHER 
FORECAST... vain” 
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WOULD you Bet lEVE ? 


Tnat your Society is TEN YEARS OLD 7 The ‘magic - 
date’ will be May 4th 1976 as it was on this dete ten 
yoors ago that « group of early day wireless men ( 58 in 
all ) accepted the founder and current President's invita- 
tion to formalize s Society of Wireless Pioneers. 


Ot course there hed been severs! pretimninery meetings, tr 
first between Christmas and New Year in 1967 at the Apt. 
of founder Bill Breniman. it was ottended by Mesars. 
Dick Jotwvetone, Frank Geise!, Earl Wotlier, Jerry Whitte- 
ker, Fred Mangetedor (end wives). The “conmwnittee” 
met at the Green Mill in Coteti, Celil. on Feb, 13th 1968 
to make formal errargenets. in eddition to the above, 
Messrs. Syd Fess, Bamey Osbome and Bil! Warnock 
attended. 


Little did we reslize thet the Soctety would rratwoon 
Into the world-wide orgerv zation it ie today with menhers 
in almost every country of the world | We ere stil! 
growing ... thanks to aw dedicated officiels who so ger- 
erously donate their time and tele ... elec to the many 
mernbers who are our best recruiters. We ere proud of 
our "TENTH" Amiversery. May It be but o milestone in 
the growth and good the Society carn do on the road to 
Century 21 and beyond, 


NATIONAL CONVENTION ~ ? 


It hae been suggested thet we hold a Nations! Corwention 
of the Society at sorne central point where good convnen- 
carrier tronsportation (sir and surface) would be evel lable 
Would you tike to attend 7? What locetion would you fevor 
end why 7 Please let us know your thoughts about @ 
Nations! Meeting so we can give the subject more atudy 
end consideration. 
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LATE ~~ NEWS 


The following at the suggestion of our 
member Melvin Oliver/ 295-4 who is an 
operator at WCC; 


MARCONI 75th ANNIVERSARY SPECIAL EVENT 


natn 


During the week of Jan. 14-22 1978, SPL 
EVENT STATION KMiCC WILL BE CELEBRATING 
THE 75th ANNIVERSARY OF THE FIRST TWO WA! 
RADIO TELEGRAPH TRANSMISSION BETWEEN THE 
UNITED STATES AND EUROPE BY GUGI TELMO 
MARCONI IN 1903. THE STATION WILL BE 
OPERATING FROM THE ORIGINAL MARCONI STA- 
TION LOCATION IN SOUTH WELLFLEE1, MA. 

THE SPONSOR OF THE STATION IS THE TOWN O! 
BARNSTABLE RAD[O CLUB OF CAPE COD, MA. 
OPERATION WILL BE ON 160 THROUGH 10 MTRS. 
CW, SSB, RTTY AND SLOW SCAN TV. A 2-FM 
AND 6 SSB STATION ARE ALSO PLANNED. THE 
FCC HAS GRANTED SPECIAL APPROVAL FOR USE 
OF A2 ON ALL AMATEUR BANDS AND THE FAMOUS 


FALL - 1977 Sm 


SOUND OF THE 240 HZ MARCONI ROTARY SPARK 


GAP 190} STATION "CC" WILL BE REPRODUCED 
FOR CW QS01s Tit 


THE SPECIAL EVENT STATION AT POLDU, ENG- 
‘LAND AT THE ORIGINAL MARCONI STATION LOCA- 
TION WILL BE OPERATED BY THE CORNISH RADIC 
CLUB (R.S.G.B.) FOR THE PERIOD. THE IRISH 
‘RADIO TRANSMITTERS SOCIETY WILL ALSO BE 
OPERATING FROM AN ORIGINAL MARCONI STATIO? 
IN CLIFDEN, IRELAND. A MESSAGE FROM PRE! 
CARTER WILL BE TRANSMITTED FROM KMICC DUR- 
ING THE CELEBRATION. W AND K STATIONS QSL 
WITH A S.A.S.E. VIA: WI1GAY, DUNCAN 
KREAMER QSL MGR-KMICC, MAIN ST., VINYARD 
HAVEN, MA 02568. DX GAL VIA W1 BUREAU OR 
WIGAY. KMICC MAIL ADDRESS: K1VV, R. J. 
DOHERTY, CONTROL OPERATOR - KMiCC, RFD.#1, 
th PINE ST., SANDWICH, MA 02563, USA. 


Mr. Prank 4. Caewell, WIALT who furnished 
the above information informs Marconi's 
Daughter will be working with the commitec 


This special event should bring real mean- 
ing to the Society's Dy-line ... "SINCE 
THE DAYS OF MARCOWI". All SOWP Nets and 
members are invited to participate in the 
event. 


WAN -P 


We need pictures for our verious picture pages as the 
supply on hand is growing somewhet short. We want 
picture - dste or time is not important as long as it is « 
good clear picture. Close-ups desired if possibile, of at 
leost we should be able to identify. Additionally, we 
would like to ask for more pictures of ships, wireless room 
Installetions and pictures of individuels who have helped to 
make wireless or radio history. Please do not use « bal!l- 
point pen on the back of photographs but do write on « 
sticker than you cen press on the beck indicating name of 
member furnishing same. Also caption and write up ebout 
picture so we can furnish thie info to members resding. If 
you wish pictures returned please so indicate. ( we would 
appreciate if you cen dorate same os return require a lot of 
extro work In tabbing them in our files and making sure of 
return after their use.) . 


SENO S.A-.S-E. FOR ANSWERS 


The enclosure of a stamped, returned addressed envelope 
with 6 letter requesting Information or asking questions of 
the Society would assist us greatly In expediting work at 
ers. This ot first thought mey seen to be some- 
whet insigvificent. However, when you multiply the tine 
it takes to trough tre routine of few orwel- 
Opes, etc. (theres “x” rasniber received cally) it takes ore- 
clove time thet is needed for other projects and pheses of 
handing the work-loed, atich with the oreset menbersnio 


origina! letter if we a> not wish to retain or If the armewer 

can be so keniahed. ft ateo erabtcs ws to seve time in 

handing correspondence. Please Gant migsextersternsd... 
We enjoy receiving your letters and rothing waded give us 

@ester picesre than enewering then ei! in detalii. Howeve 
with the growth in membersiip, this pleesant phase of our 
Gaily work hes becorne an 'expendnble' which we do not 

enjoy. 


An - T 


We lleted the mames of 70 incividals in ae 1972 “Year 
Book" ~ Directory. These individuals hed received twir 
Certificate (circe Mey 1911-Dec. 1912) from the Dept.of 
Commerce & Labor. Ec Maser, Aree Director of the 
Soctety for the East Coast hed spert 6 greet deal of time 
researching the subject. We would like to Include any 
whom we may heve missed on this original listing (which 
we think perhaps 95% complete). Documentation will be 
necessary to include on of new listings. 


CHRISTMAS CA A 


Tis Is to thank el! who heve sent in letters, cards and 
Greetings. Each and every one is reed and we do 

clate receiving them so much. They will be peesed 
eround to cur staff, 68 impossible to reply individually 
ee we will hove to say ... "THANK YOU" for your thought- 
fulness. 


w IKE T 


We have received & number of suggestions from members 
recommending that we run @ colurnn in eech issue of the 
Journal wisich would enable members to list old friends and 
shipmates of former yeers that they would like to contact 
but heve lost their OTH, We think this Ile e good ides and 
will give itatry. Please fumiesh name, handie, call if 
known of last you heve record of, together with info on ship 
or lest address. Some one reading the name may just 
happen to have hie current address and will furnish it to 
you ... Of perhaps give you 6 lesd. Perhaps in the lapse 
of time he of she nes become « silent key. Mark your 
inquiry ... "LIKE TO OSO* and we will publish starting 
next lgeue. 


this potentie!. New QTH can be secured from SOWP HO. 
If necessary (SASE please). Also suggest military per- 
sore! turnish us with thelr home sadrese so we will have 
® place to check in case mail is retuned, to preverd then 
being lleted ee “loet™ on cur recorcs. 


AMELIA EARHART. 


Mernber "Dick" Beckham, 2014-P, would like to get In 
touch with anyone who ectively perticipeted in the search 
for Avietrix Amelia Eerhert. He plans to work up a tiet 
and perhaps form an organization, His OTH: PO Box 
1433, Pendieton, OR 97801. 


oe er et LT CEL Ee OE tC AO 


MANY FLASHED "$ OS” THAT SAVED LIVES & SHIPS 


SOCIETY OF WIRELESS PIONEERS, INC. 
P. O. Box 530 
SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA 95402 


Newsletters from the Society of Wireless Pioneers, founded 1968 
~ Dedicated to the History of Seagoing Wireless Operators ~ 


Special thanks to the following for these documents: 
Key [SK = Silent Key, SGP = Spark Gap Pioneers, P = Pioneers, 
V = Veteran, M = Member, Sparks = Worked at Sea] 


(SK) Ed Raser, W2ZI, Radio Pioneer, Sparks, SOWP #35-SGP 
(SK) Bill Gould, K2NP, Radio Pioneer, Sparks, SOWP #565-P 
(SK) Matty Camillo, W2WB, Sparks, SOWP #750-SGP 

(SK) Dare Robinson, WB2EVA, Sparks, SOWP #2284-SGP 
(SK) Ray Brooks, K2LTX, Sparks, SOWP #1387-P 

Olive Jesse Roeckner, VA6ERA, Sparks, SOWP #2891-V 
Spud Roscoe, VE1BC, Sparks, SOWP #2301-M 

David J. Ring, Jr., N1EA, Sparks, SOWP #3709-M 

Steven Rosenfeld, Infoage Librarian, Tech at WOO 
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